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Inside you will find news about all
the different ways in which our
young people have achieved success
in school and the wider community
over the last few weeks.

Leadership Team:
Senior Leadership Team:
Head Teacher - Doreen MacKinnon
(Year Head S6)
Depute Head Teacher - Percy Farren
(Year Head S4 & S5)
Depute Head Teacher - Clive Walton
(Monday—Wednesday)
(Year Head S3)

Currie Community High School
continues to go from strength to
strength in our journey towards
excellence. Our most recent success
is in our Positive Destination
statistics. 97.2% of our 2013/14
leavers have gone into positive
destinations (46.9% into Higher Ed;
21.4% into FE; 1.4% into training,
26.3% into employment; 0.7% into
voluntary work; 0.7% into activity
agreements; 2.8% are actively
seeking a destination). We will be
querying the statistics as 3 out of the
4 people who make up the 2.8%
are, to our knowledge, in positive
destinations. These are
impressive figures and put
Currie in first place in the City
of Edinburgh for positive
destinations.

Acting Depute Head Teacher Jenny Smith (Year Head S1 and S2)

It is good to finish the year on such a
positive note and I am looking
forward to continuing to work with
you to improve outcomes for all our
young people.

Curriculum Leaders:

I wish you and your family a lovely
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Doreen MacKinnon
Head Teacher

Business Manager - Phill Pache
Pupil Support Leaders:
Hermiston - Lisa Coffey (Monday—
Thursday)
- Annette Duffin (Friday)
Kinleith - Donna Jordan (Acting)
(Monday—Thursday)
- John Murray (Friday)
Lennox - Kay Scally (Acting)
Support for Learning Leader:
Amanda Wilson

Kirsti Dower - Maths and Numeracy
(Acting)
Catherine Mackenzie - Modern
Languages
Ian Manderson - Science
Lesley Muir - English, Media Studies
and Literacy
Claire Mulvey - Expressive Arts
Richard Watson - Technologies
(Acting)
David Toal - Social Subjects
Amanda Stuart - Health and
Wellbeing (Acting)

Keep up to date with news through our Daily Bulletin which can be accessed on
the website by clicking on “Information” then “Bulletin”.
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Dates for your diary
Friday, 19 December 2014
Monday, 22 December 2014
Monday, 5 January 2015
Tuesday, 6 January 2015
12-16 January 2015
Tuesday, 13 January 2015
Thursday, 22 January 2015
Friday, 23 January 2015
Monday, 26 January 2015
Friday, 30 January 2015
2-13 February 2015
Tuesday, 3 February 2015
Monday, 9 February 2015
16-20 February 2015
Monday, 23 February 2015
Tuesday, 24 February 2015
Friday, 27 February 2015
Tuesday, 3 March 2015
Thursday, 5 March 2015
Friday, 13 March 2015
Wednesday, 18 March 2015
Thursday, 19 March 2015
Thursday, 26 March 2015

Tuesday, 31 March 2015
Thursday, 2 April 2015
3-20 April
Tuesday, 21 April 2015
28 April—5 June 2015
Monday, 4 May 2015
Tuesday, 5 May 2015
Thursday, 7 May 2015
8-10 May 2015
Monday, 18 May 2015
Tuesday, 19 May 2015
Wednesday, 20 May 2015
Thursday, 21 May 2015
25-29 May 2015
Thursday, 28 May 2015
Friday, 29 May 2015
Wednesday, 3 June 2015
Thursday, 4 June 2015
Friday, 5 June 2015
Tuesday, 9 June 2015
Thursday, 11-14 June 2015
Tuesday, 16-18 June 2015
Wednesday, 17 June 2015

Friday, 19 June 2016
22-26 June 2015
Friday, 26 June 2015
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Dress Down Day Pay £1 and Wear Red and a Red Ribbon for World Aids Day
TERM ENDS
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
STAFF RESUME
PUPILS RESUME
S4 National 5 Prelims
PiP Meeting 7.00 pm
Information Evening for parents of S4 and S5 students 7.00 pm
Photographs S6 and Teams
Careers Convention—Balerno CHS 7.00 pm
S2 Reports Issued
S5/S6 Prelims
S2 Parents’ Information Evening 7.00 pm
S2 Parents’ Consultations (4.15—6.45 pm)
MID TERM HOLIDAY
In-Service Day
PUPILS RESUME
Primary/CCHS Curricular Transition Meeting
S2, S4/5 Course Choice completed
PiP Meeting 7.00 pm
Music Concert
Dress Down Day (Red Nose Theme)
S4 Parents’ Consultation (4.15—6.45 pm)
Parents’ Meeting for S1 Residential at Dalguise
Rights Respecting Schools P7 transition
event at Juniper Green PS (1.15—2.25 pm)
S5/S6 Tracking & Monitoring Reports Issued
Higher History Extended Essay (p3 & 4)
S5/S6 Parental Consultation (4.15-6.45pm)
TERM ENDS
Easter Holidays & Spring Holiday
All resume
SQA Examinations
May Day Holiday
All resume
In-Service Day—Pupils Off School
S1 Residential—Dalguise
Victoria Day Holiday
CCHS to Cluster Primaries (CPS) for Learning Rounds (9am-12noon)
CCHS to Cluster Primaries (NCPS) for Learning Rounds (9am-12noon)
CCHS to Cluster Primaries (JGPS) for Learning Rounds (9am-12noon)
S3 Work Experience
S3 Parents’ Consultation (4.15-6.45pm)
S1/S2 Big Voice Competition (P1-3)
P7 Parents’ Meeting (7-9pm)
PiP Meeting (7pm)
Sports Day
S1 Parents’ Consultation (4.15-6.45pm)
Modern Languages Trip to Berlin
P7 3-day Visit
Awards Ceremony
Primaries to CCHS for Learning Rounds (am and lunch from 12 noon
to 12.30 pm)
S6 Prom-Balmoral Hotel
S3 History Trenches Trip to Belgium
TERM ENDS
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RDA AGM—Aintree
Ravelrig Riding for the Disabled was thrilled to be represented at the recent Riding for the
Disabled Association National AGM. HRH The Princess Royal chaired the AGM which was held on
12th November 2014 at Aintree Race Course, Liverpool.
Eden Anderson (5H1), a rider at Ravelrig RDA, was invited to represent the Edinburgh and
Borders RDA Region at the AGM which also included a range of interesting presentations
highlighting good practice ideas in RDA groups throughout the UK. Eden was supported by Cara
Whittaker, a Ravelrig RDA Group Instructor – both Eden and Cara also attended the pre AGM
Dinner where they met Sam Orde, RDA UK Chairperson and John Parrott who gave a very
entertaining after dinner speech. Barbara Johnstone, Ravelrig RDA Group Organiser said “Eden
was lovely company and was a valued group representative. She also brought us great luck as
we were extremely successful in the raffle!”.

Lynda Whittaker, Ravelrig Riding for the Disabled

UKMT Team Maths Challenge
Four of our senior pupils recently participated in the UKMT Senior Maths
Challenge where they spent an afternoon competing against 25 other schools and
colleges in the city.
A big well done to Jamie Morton, Andrew Sawkins, Andrew Smith and Kamran
Bari who showed excellent problem solving skills and outstanding mathematical
ability, competing against the best young mathematicians in Scotland and scoring
in the top half! This was a great experience for the team and well done to all of
them!
Ismat Ahmad
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Music Department News
The music department made a couple of trips this term to the Edinburgh University Collection of Historic
Musical Instruments at the Reid Concert Hall – firstly with the S3 music class and again with the National
5, Higher and Advanced Higher music classes. Many instruments, some dating back hundreds of years are
on display and we enjoyed a very interesting and educational experience, thanks to our enthusiastic and
very knowledgeable tour guide, Sarah Richardson. Pupils were also invited to try to play some of the
instruments and there was just no holding some of them back!
The S4-6 group also attended the Scottish Chamber Orchestra Masterworks concert in the Queens Hall
after their trip to the museum. This year they heard the SCO play “Arktis Arktis” by Swedish composer
Karin Rehnqvist who was also at the concert and spoke to us about the inspiration for her music. The
concert was presented by well-known music presenter, composer and animateur, Paul Rissman.
Cheryl McMaster

Youth Philanthropy Initiative
This year’s YPI final was won by a group representing Milestone, a charity which supports people with HIV, Hepatitis C and AIDS.
Services provided by Milestone include Step Up and Step Down programmes which aim to decrease the amount of time that
sufferers have to spend in hospital. They also run activity groups to help prevent isolation and to keep service users active and
involved in the community. The victorious group members were Catherine Park, Alex Cairns, Aliya Sultan, Rachel Billes and
Sonali Nayak. Their truly multi-media presentation even included live music! The illustrious judges were Irene Watt, Senior
Education Welfare Officer, our own Headteacher Doreen MacKinnon and long lost former Depute Headteacher, Ben Stewart.
Everyone present agreed that the standard of presentation was impressively high, and that it was a very worthwhile event which
promoted and encouraged both compassion and initiative in young people. Other charities represented were Meningitis UK, The
Yard, Juniper Green Playgroup and the Playback Trust. Though the latter presentations did not win overall, they succeeded in
raising the profile of the charities concerned, so in reality everyone benefited from the process.
Donna Jordan
Pupil Support Leader
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CCHS CHRISTMAS FAYRE 2014

On Sunday, 30 November, Currie Community High School hosted
their annual Christmas Fayre. Approximately 42 people hired a
stall and there was an array of beautiful festive goodies to choose
from including: cards, sweeties, cakes, decorations, knitted goods,
tombolas and raffles. Santa was also in attendance and was a
delight to Fayre attendees both young and old.
The Fayre raised roughly £800 which will ultimately benefit all
departments in the school.
A big thank you to all pupils, staff, parents and visitors who
helped at and attended this event and we look forward to seeing
you all again next year.
Shiona Bogle
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On Friday, 21st November this term, all of S1 was involved in our brand
new and sparkly RESPECT ME Day. Off
timetable for the whole morning, each S1
tutor group explored a wide range of
issues around bullying in all its forms. A
strong anti-bullying message was
communicated through discussion,
parachute games, an interactive video
and a presentation by our Community
Link Officer, PC Dee, specifically
addressing Cyberbullying. For the first
time, the event was supported by our S6
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, who were instrumental in structuring and
leading the day’s activities. Equally valuable was the input from the S5
Peer Supporters, who impressed teaching staff with their energy and
commitment. The morning culminated in every pupil completing a
pledge describing how they would help to combat bullying in their own
way, and these have been collated and displayed in every group tutor
classroom.
RESPECT ME Day was a real success, and I’d like to applaud each and
every participant who made it happen – from the teachers, to the
seniors, to the S1 pupils themselves.
Donna Jordan

S3 – Project BFG
The ghost of Project Scrooge leaves us and instead we find ourselves in the presence of a
friendly giant…
This year the S3s have been to the Lyceum Theatre to see Roald Dahl’s classic novel, The
BFG, performed in all its loveliness. Inspired by the themes, they will spend 3 days
exploring the issues of our world today and creating a ‘presentation’ for their peers,
parents and the community on Wednesday, 17th December.
It looks set to be a GIANT success as we enter a world where giants are tackled, wrongs
are righted and dreams are realised.
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S1 Christmas Card Competition!
All S1 pupils designed a Christmas Card in their Art & Design class for our annual Christmas Card
Competition. The designs were created after looking at the abstract artwork of Kandinsky and responding to
the music of Tchaikovsky (as part of an interdisciplinary project with Music and Drama). Winners were
chosen by Senior Leadership Team. Our winning designers are Bryan Blackburn, Eliza Tordorova, Amber
Anderson and Isaac Diaby. Well done to all of our fantastic S1 artists!

Kate Steel

Teacher Torment Event
On the 27th of November 2014, the Currie Community High School’s Creative Industries
Class held a ‘teacher torment’ event at lunch time as a fundraiser for their school CD. This
included throwing wet sponges at the teachers, beat the goalie and leg waxing! There was
a bake sale with plenty to be bought and lots of fun to be had. The event turned out to be
a great success and everyone had a good time and the £50.40 proceeds went towards
helping the class fund its school CD. This year’s Creative Industries Class project is to create a
CD of the musical talent within the school. On it will be a mixture of performances from the
pupils who are performing a range of different genres of their choice. The whole
production of the CD is orchestrated by the class so it is a challenging project to take on
board. Thank you for helping us so far in completing your surveys for our market research.
We hope to have the CD recorded soon and on sale and you’ll be able to buy it to enjoy
the talent of Currie High School pupils and staff in your own home! Watch this space and
the school website for updates on when the CD will be ready for sale.
Creative Industries Class

Page 7

Currie Community High School Newsletter
December 2014

Currie Apple Fest
We had a fantastic Currie Apple Fest on October 22nd, celebrating the coming of autumn and all the
different local varieties of apples that were in season.
Pupils cooked apple-based dishes in Health & Food Technology classes all week, including apple and
cinnamon scones, apple crumble and Normandy apple flan.
The Dolphin Café served up a fantastic special menu including curried apple soup, Normandy apple
chicken and cheese and apple strudel which went down a treat with pupils and staff alike.
The foyer was busy with pupils visiting the different stalls and trying out the competitions.
Congratulations to Lynsey Pearson and Mr Walton who won the highest unsupported apple stack
competition, and Fatima Elhag who created the longest unbroken apple peel.
The apple dangling competition proved hugely popular, with pupils racing in pairs to be the first to
successfully take a bite out of a suspended apple with no hands.
Teachers from the Health & Food Technology department were busy juicing apples for everyone to taste
free apple juice, courtesy of Mr Harley’s mum’s apples.
Pupils also had the chance to learn more about the wealth of apple varieties available in the apple
tasting stall.
Many thanks to Abundance Edinburgh who donated lots of apples for our event, Soil Association
Scotland for their help
and prize donations,
and to all the pupils
and staff who made
the event happen,
from designing posters
to bringing in apples to
running a stall at
lunchtime.
We hope to use apples
from our own school
orchard for a similar
event next year!
Rachel Avery
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Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 2014
21st Anniversary
Once again, with the help from our friends and colleagues, we are bringing hope
and joy to many people living in poverty.
Through donations of shoeboxes, empty or filled and items to make up these boxes,
plus donations of money to buy additional items we have collected the incredible
amount of 65 full boxes.
As Christmas is not all about receiving, it’s so nice to think that we will be bringing a
smile to these people’s faces.
Jane Reid
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The Monday Club News
The Monday Club, and its peer supporters, enjoyed a wonderful Bonfire experience
when Ms Avery kindly offered to run the Club for a week. We gathered dry sticks –
not easy in November – and lit a roaring fire. We carved our own skewers to create
marshmallow holders and everyone enjoyed the toasted (and sometimes
charcoaled) marshmallows. Hot chocolate was the beverage of choice and had the
added benefit of heating up our slowly freezing fingers. It was a wonderful evening
that we will all remember for a long time ……and all thanks to the wonderful,
enthusiastic Miss Avery and the impeccable behaviour of everyone in the Monday
Club.
We’ve had an exciting term as usual: PC Dee led a self defence activity, Mr Watson
ran a Woodwork activity in the Workshop, Mr Main did a cricket experience, Mrs
Richardson did screen printing, Mrs Burns ran a baking workshop, Mr Toal ran a Wii
tournament and Mrs Gancheva did Team Games. We are all very grateful to all
staff who give freely of their time week after week and term after term to Monday
Club. Next week Mrs Marriott is making candles with us and then for a Christmas
treat we are off to the International Climbing Arena with Mr Downes.
Happy Christmas from the Monday Club!
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2014 Currie Community High Nest Records – British Trust for
Ornithology Nest Record Scheme and A Bird In The Hand
Once again some of our S2 helped with monitoring the bird nests found in the
school grounds during the Spring and Summer of 2014. Data describing the
progress of the nests, eggs and chicks as well as the behaviour of the adults was
collected periodically and the records sent to the British Trust for
Ornithology as part of their UK and Ireland population monitoring
scheme. Data from five nests was sent and gratefully received by the BTO.
There were some interesting and dramatic stories this year. For the first time in
many years, and after a bit of prospecting and indecision, the Blue Tits in the
Quad abandoned the old nest box and set-up home in the disused camera
box. Mr Hermiston worked his magic on the wiring, found an old monitor (from
somewhere) and we were soon able to watch the nest from the comfort of the
Learning Support room. Countless visitors came to see the birds who became
avian celebrities! Seven out of eight eggs hatched and unusually seven chicks
were successfully fledged by two very busy parents.
Our roof-nesting Oystercatchers did not have such a good year. We do a nest
record card for them because they are a priority species for the BTO. The adult
pair produced two finely speckled and pointed eggs in their usual scrape and
managed to hatch two chicks, which grew quite large, such that their wing
feathers were beginning to grow. Tragically one of the adults disappeared and
was later found dead behind the school. This left one remaining adult to fend
for the two chicks, particularly with respect to protection from predating crows
and gulls. The one adult managed to do this for a week or so but eventually
the smaller of the chicks died and later the second of the two, which was very
thin. Oystercatcher chicks are precocious and if these birds had nested on the
ground they would be feeding themselves alongside the adults by pushing into
the ground with their long bills to find invertebrates. However, Oystercatchers
are commonly found nesting on rooftops from which the chick will not be able
to fly until almost fully grown, so there must be a limited food supply up there
for the chicks.
In addition, we monitored a successful Blue Tit nest in the boundary plantation
and a Blackbird nest in the Quad which fledged five chicks. There was a
special experience for S2 nest recorders and those in the S2 Enrichment Group
when a specially licenced BTO bird ringer from Lothian Ringing Group
demonstrated how birds are ringed and they were able to see some nest box
chicks close up and ‘in the hand’.
Well done to the S2 nest recorders, especially Sophie and friends, for their
interest and assistance. Thanks also to Mr Laidlaw and the Maths Faculty for
keeping us updated with the activities of the parent birds. We are looking
forward to another busy Spring next year!
C Walton
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Currie High School Remembers
To commemorate the sacrifice made by servicemen and women over the last
century, Currie High School students were invited to write a message to ‘An
Unknown Soldier’ on their poppy pins. Inspired by the Tower of London’s “Blood
Swept Lands and Seas of Red” these poppies were then gathered in to make our
own visual installation which is now on display in the LRC.
The event culminated in all S5/6 students attending a special Remembrance
Assembly on Wednesday, 19th November. At this Scott Alexander (S6) and
Natasha Harvey (S5) delivered heartfelt readings and the audience were asked
to reflect on their responses to three questions:


Why should we remember the war?



Why is 100 years significant?



How do you want to remember?

The ceremony closed with a formal act of remembrance as each tutor group
added their messages to the whole school display. The experience was described
by the students as ‘uplifting’ and ‘powerful.’
We were overwhelmed by the sincerity of the messages as they showed the depth
of gratitude and respect our students have for all those involved in conflicts
around the world:

“You helped form the world into what it is now: keeping it from falling apart;
keeping it together. You were brave and noble so soldier I salute you.”
“Thank you. We will never forget.”
“Eternally grateful to you.”
Lesley Muir

Relationships for Learning

This term saw the successful launch of our new Positive Behaviour Policy.
Some of you may already have received a positive postcard home if your
child has received 30 merits or more! The policy focuses around
supporting positive behaviour through respectful relationships, and
rewarding this through class merits. Demerits will also be used and will be
dealt with on an individual basis.
Lisa Coffey
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S3 Physics Get Energised Event
Congratulations to Amy Neish, Peter Sawkins, Lucas Johnston and Jay MarsdenBullen for being the winning team at the Get Energised event hosted by the
National Museum. It was a fantastic event based on Scotland’s renewable energy
with lots of great practical activities. Our S3 pupils worked in small teams completing
two challenges each. This was a large event competing against other schools and all
our teams did a great job presenting their findings. Well done!
S3 Girls in Physics
Thanks to George Watsons for hosting an Institute of Physics event promoting science
and engineering to girls. We were lucky enough to get 15 spaces at this event. There
were hands on activities and presentations. This was a great opportunity to hear
about all the career opportunities out there.
Irene Somerville

Simpsons Special Care Babies
In October 2013 Simpsons Special Care Babies charity had the privilege of being represented by two
groups of young people from Currie Community High School in the School YPI Final. This was the 2nd YPI
Final I had attended and both occasions are very special to me. All the presentations were high quality
and the knowledge and awareness by the young people, created in such a short space of time, was
inspiring.
I am delighted to be in contact with you today. The charity has been saving for about two years to
purchase a Transport Incubator to transfer sick and preterm babies to other Hospitals eg RHSC, for
surgery, or to a Neonatal Unit nearer home. During the same period the Transport team were reviewing
and honing the decisions on equipment needed for it. Today I can tell you and the teams who
represented SSCB at two finals: 2012 Final: Amy, Joy and Clara, 2013 Final: Leigh, Rachel, Kirsten,
Shannon, Yasmin, Mara and Louise, Philippa, Craig, Liam, Farai and Andrew that the purchase is
complete. The first baby was transferred on 3 December and the family have written in the SSCB
Facebook page.
The desire to help SSCB to achieve such huge aims was very much evident in the minds and hearts of
the teams who represented our small charity. They gave enormously powerful presentations and we
gained by this exposure and by winning the £3,000 in 2013. Delighted on both evenings, I am equally
delighted to be writing to you today to celebrate the arrival of the incubator and the contribution of all our
young people.
Please: thank them all so very much. Their support, their time, their passion has yielded a reward that
has now been achieved, without them it would have not been available yet.
I do hope that the individual members of “our” teams are continuing to create interesting and fulfilling
lives with energy and gusto, just as they did for SSCB during YPI.
With our best wishes.
Gill Mitchell MBE
Secretary to SSCB
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The S3 XL Christmas Fayre Stall
On November 30th the S3 XL Group decided to have a stall at the Currie High School Christmas Fayre. The stall
consisted of hand knitted items, home baking, find the Santa game and a Christmas cracker golden ticket game
to name but a few. We raised a total of £142.45 which we will put into our account and put towards an XL outing
next year. Thanks to everyone who donated items to our stall and also to those who bought items.

Page 15

Currie Community High School Newsletter
December 2014

Holly
Holly is a familiar ever green tree. It’s bright red berries and glossy green leaves bring colour into our
gardens and homes in winter, especially at Christmas.
Holly appears frequently in Folklore and is associated with Christmas. From ancient times people in
Britain used Holly to protect their homes from evil spirits. It was thought to be unlucky at Christmas not to
have Holly in the house. The berries and thorny leaves are said to symbolise Jesus’s blood on the crown of
thorns. The Romans also used it in their winter celebrations known as Saturnalia. Lots of Christmas cards
have Holly on them and a popular Christmas song is “The Holly and the Ivy”.
Uses of Holly
Many birds such as redwings and fieldfares eat the berries in winter. In the spring robins and thrushes
make their nests in the prickly bushes as it protects them from predators. Small mammals and toads
hibernate in the leaves that pile up under the Holly trees.
Holly leaves can be used as a cure for flu and bronchitis but berries are poisonous to humans.
Lewis Mcdonald, 4L2

Studying Languages at University
A few weeks ago, two students from Edinburgh University came to present a talk about their experiences of
studying languages at university, and the skills and experiences they have gained. Throughout their talk of
travel and creating contacts with people across the world, I became more and more convinced of the
advantages of having a language that you can speak with confidence in the working world. As a pupil who
aspires to become a languages student at university, their experiences have motivated me to continue to
work hard to be a good language student for the next year. By showing us their fantastic times in their year
abroad, it was clear how much the culture of a foreign country is important. They were able to attend
exciting festivals and traditional occasions through the foreign friends they now have. What was highlighted
frequently throughout the presentation was how much more employable people are in the working world
nowadays if they have the ability to speak a foreign language. This informative talk by students we aspire to
be like was very inspiring and motivational to our French class because it showed the capabilities we have
to succeed in both university and employment if one or more languages is a skill you can offer.
Lucy Miller 6L1
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Currie High School Swim Team
Edinburgh Schools Swimming Championships 23rd November
Currie fielded the biggest team ever in this year’s school swimming championship with representatives from
across the whole school from S1-S5. The team spirit and support for each other was tremendous; with great
cheering and encouragement for all of the swimmers from their team mates.
For the second year running, our Boys’ relay team put in a tremendous performance against top class opposition
to come second in a hard fought and very exciting race.
Every member of the swim team pushed themselves to achieve their very best and were a credit to the school
and themselves. From a team of 8 swimmers, Currie came away with a total of 8 medals, and personal best
performances from every one of the swimmers who competed.
The medal winners will all be put forward to the Scottish National schools finals to be held in Aberdeen at the
end of January and we wish them all the best of luck in representing the school at national level.
Team Members
Cameron Finlayson S5
Ross Muego S5
Andrew Sawkins S5
Finlay Jackson S3
Joseph Walker S1
Ciara Simms S4
Rowan Foulner S2
Lara Byers S2
Medals
Boys’ Relay team Silver 4x50m Freestyle
Cameron, Andrew, Ross, Finlay
Cameron Finlayson: Gold 100 m Butterfly
Gold 200m Butterfly
Andrew Sawkins

Silver 200m Backstroke
Bronze 100m Backstroke

Ciara Simms

Silver 200m Butterfly
Bronze 100m Butterfly

Rowan Foulner

Bronze 100m Backstroke

Personal Best swims: Ross Muego 100 Fr ee, Lar a Byer s 200IM and 100 Br eaststr oke, Rowan Foulner 100
and 200 Backstroke, Joseph Walker 100 Freestyle, Finlay Jackson 100 Freestyle.

Cont /
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Le Havre
On a cold Decembers’ night,
Mrs Mackenzie, Mrs Gancheva, Marianne
and senior pupils gathered at the French
Institute of Scotland to see the film “Le
Havre”. With Cannes film festival awards
and an engaging trailer, we knew that we
would enjoy it. The 2011 production by Aki
Kaurismaki tells the story of a young
African immigrant, Idrissa, who stops off
by cargo in Normandy. A shoe-shiner
named Marcel, whose wife is in hospital,
looks after him whilst he illegally hides
from the authorities. The audience question whether or not Marcel’s wife
will survive her illness and they warm to Marcel’s generous nature when
he arranges for a ship to take Idrissa to London to find his mother. We
found the film interesting as it covers a current issue which still occurs in
Northern France today. It is common for immigrants to settle in France
due to the language. Although immigration is a serious matter, the film
was rather comical which lightened the mood. We would recommend this
film to everyone as the excellent subtitles allow full comprehension.
Hayley Valentine, S6
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Active Schools News
Basketball: The Basketball club continues to grow with large numbers of pupils involved in both
the junior and senior Clubs. The teams have been taking part in the South West Basketball League
with both Juniors and Seniors leading the league against Firrhill, WHEC and Balerno. We have
stepped up our game and entered 3 teams into the Scottish Secondary Schools Cup. The seniors lost
their first game against Broxburn but won their 2nd against Bathgate and the under 15’s lost their
first game against Broxburn but they have won their games against James Gillespies and Broughton.
The 1st years have still to play their first fixture. The Basketball players have shown great Team Spirit
and Sportsmanship throughout the matches this season. Good luck to all teams at the rest of the
Scottish Cup fixtures.
Hockey: This year we have teams playing at S1, S2/3 and Seniors with about 50 girls and a couple
of S1 boys participating in weekly training and Saturday fixtures. The Hockey teams have had a
very positive season so far with all teams winning a few of their fixtures and only losing by 1 or 2
goals in the rest but still fighting to the end of their matches. They have shown great commitment,
enthusiasm and team spirit. Thanks must go out to our coaching volunteers, Steven Grubb and Miss
Howie who coach on the Saturday fixtures. Thanks also needs to go out to our Hockey parents who
cheer on the teams at home fixtures and supply the crowd with teas and coffees. The Currie and
Balerno District Round Table kindly donated £356 for school Hockey Strips and we have put this
towards kitting out the S1 Hockey Team. All teams have now received their new strips and they look
so much more like a professional outfit.
Rugby: This is a joint venture with Balerno High and Currie Rugby Club who currently deliver
training at Currie High on a Thursday after school form 4.15 – 5.15. The boys train and play as a joint
team but represent their own school on their strips. The boys have had a very successful season so far
with wins in several of their matches against some very well established teams and they have a busy
programme of fixtures coming up in the next few months. If anybody is interested in join the Rugby
Club go along to training in the new year. Currie Rugby Club are also keen to set up a Girls rugby
team if anybody is interested in getting involved come and find out more from me in PE.
Football: We currently have 5 teams representing the School at S1, S2, S3, S4 and Seniors taking
part in Lothian league and Cup games across the city. We have approx. 70 boys out playing every
Saturday and many of the boys also play in local football teams. There has been a mix of results, lots
of highs and a few lows but most teams have all posted some wins in their last few games. We now
have a great group of volunteer parents training the boys through the week and coaching the
teams on Saturday mornings and Mr Garnham and Mrs Stuart are supporting the boys in school.
Thanks must also go out to Shiona Bogle who organises all the fixtures for the football teams.
Girls Football: The Girls football team have been taking part in the Edinburgh Girls’ football
festival programme. Their first football festival this year took place at Leith Academy and they
played really well winning 2, drawing 1 and losing 2 of their matches. The club was a real success last
year but in the last few weeks numbers have started to fall. We are really keen for more players to
come along to training on a Tuesday after school in the large Gym. We are going to be playing
friendly matches against local schools over the next few months.
Young Ambassadors for Sport: We have three S6 representatives in the School: Jack Philp,
Melanie Hill and Lynsey Pearson. The YA’s attended a Sports Scotland conference at Ratho in
September to gain an insight into the role of the YA. They have worked on the School Sports fair
which took place at the end of October to promote all school clubs and signpost pupils to get
nvolved in new activities. They are currently working on putting together a schools sports committee
who will focus their work on promoting sports at Currie High, celebrating sporting achievement and
highlighting sports events and sports news.
See the list of clubs to find out what is happening at Currie High!
Cont /
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South West Community Sports Hub: We are working in partnership with the SW hub
based at Heriot Watt University with a wide range of projects being delivered to schools
throughout the SW Cluster. Five Pupils from Currie High are involved in the Hub Youth
Panel and will be influencing how the hub moves forward over the next few months. They
are also supporting us with providing Team sports specific coaching courses for Senior pupils
in the new year.
Skiing Club: The ski club has been running for three weeks and takes place at Midlothian
Snow sports centre on a Tuesday after school and is run by Mr Duchart and Miss Howie. At
the moment we have a group of all boys and we are keen to get more girls involved in the
club. The next block will be starting in the new year so if you are a complete beginner or
would like to improve your ski technique look out for the info in school bulletins.
Netball Club: We had intended to run a netball club this Autumn but the intended
coach fell through and we were unable to source another from local clubs. I have finally
managed to get a new coach and the Netball club will begin after the new year on
Thursdays from 3.45- 4.45 in the School Sports hall.
Trampoline Club: A group of 53 pupils signed up to take part in the programme and we
have been working with Edinburgh Trampoline club to source coaches and two
trampolines. Unfortunately, two 2nd hand trampolines which we planned to buy were sold
without the club’s knowledge so we missed out on accessing equipment at the cheaper
rate. We are currently working on sourcing some funding to enable us to move forward
with the project.
Gym Refurbishment: A group of S6 Pupils are working together to set up a fitness gym
in the High School PE dept. The refurb committee have put together costing for the
equipment and have consulted with pupils on the best way for pupils to utilise the space.
The group are currently working on funding applications for a start-up grant to purchase
new equipment and resources for the Gym.
Swimming: Team Success! We had a team of 8 pupils taking part in the Edinburgh
Schools Swimming Champs at Ainslie Park Leisure Centre on Sunday, 23 rd November 2014.
The team came back with a haul of Gold, Silver and Bronze medals and all swimmers
achieved a PB. Well done to all pupils and thanks to Mr Walton and Mrs Simms who
Volunteered to look after the team at the event.
Boyd Anderson Ski Race: we have entered three teams into the Secondary schools ski
race which is coming up on Wednesday, 3rd December. Good luck to all the skiers taking
part.
Mountain Bike Club: Last year five boys who are now in S6 completed their Go
Mountain Bike award with Bridge 8 and they are ready to begin leading their own groups.
We aim to establish a mountain bike club at the high school which will start after the
February break and will take place on Friday afternoons. If pupils are interested come and
find out more info from me in the PE Dept.
Currie High Sports Membership Scheme: The Sports membership fee is only £30 this
year and that gives pupils access to over 14 Sports clubs, Sports Teams and Activities which
take place every day straight after school. So far we have 281 pupils signed up to the
scheme with many attending 1-2 clubs. Blue sports membership cards have been issued to
all pupils but there are quite a lot of pupils currently attending clubs who have not
submitted their fee. We will be chasing this up in the next few weeks. The target is to get
50% of the school participating in at least one activity.
Bev Anderson:, Active Schools
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High School Sports Clubs 2014 – 2015 : Overview
Mondays
Cricket

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Sports Hall

Mr Main ( Teacher)

Street Dance

(All)

3.45 – 5pm

Small Gym

Bev Maule (Coach

Football Training S1

3.45 – 5pm

Football Pitches

Calum Helm (Coach)

Football Training S4

4.30 – 6pm

Football Pitches

Billy Connolly (Parent)

Tuesdays
Cheerleading

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Small Gym

Amy Step it Up (Coach)

Girls Football

(All)

3.45 – 5pm

Astro

David Cairns (Coach)

Badminton

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Sports Hall

Mr Harley (Teacher)

Bootcamp

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Large Gym

Murray Watson (Coach)

Hockey

S1 – S3

3.45 – 4.45

Astro

Niall Tennant/Miss Howie

Hockey

S4 – S6

4.45 – 5.45

Astro

Niall Tennant / Miss Howie

Basketball

S1 – S3

5 – 6pm

Sports Hall

Chris Eglington( Coach)

Table Tennis

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Small Gym

Mr Duchart ( Teacher)

Swimming

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Swimming Pool

Susan Taylor ( Coach)

Muay Thai

S3-S6

3.45 – 4.45

Large Gym

Mr Sharpe ( Coach)

School Show

(All)

3.45 – 5.30

Assembly Hall

Miss Mulvey/ Miss Smith

Netball

(All)

3.45 – 4.45

Sports Hall

Catriona Salton( Coach)

Rugby

(All)

4.15 – 5.15pm

Astro/Rugby Pitch

Currie Rugby and Bal High

Basketball

s1-3

12.45 – 1.45

Sports Hall

Chris Eglington( Coach)

Basketball

S4-6

1.45 – 3.45

Sports hall

Chris Eglington (Coach)

Football

S3

12.45 -2pm

Football Pitches

Phil Hay (Parent)

Football

S2

12.45 – 2pm

Football Pitches

Greig Donaldson HWUFC

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Cont /
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 2014 – 2015
Everyday
Breakfast Club

All

8 – 8.30

HFT

Mrs Coffey

Amnesty International

All

1 – 1.30

RME2

Mr Downes

Bagpipes

All

15.45 – 16.45

Mus 2

Mrs Mulvey

12.50 – 13.30

Mod Stu

Mrs Nind

Eco Committee (fortnightly)

All

Art & Des

Mrs Steel

Drama

S1 – S3 15.30 – 16.30

Drama

Mrs Mulvey

Newspaper

S1 –S6

LRC

Mrs Marriott

LRC

Mrs Marriott

Mondays

Tuesdays
Fair Trade (fortnightly) All
Wednesdays
12. 50 – 13.30

12.45 – 1.30

Thursdays
Homework

S1 – s6 15.35 – 16.45

Imaginators

S1 – S6 12.50 – 13.30

Drama Club

S1 – S6 3.45 – 4.45

Drama

Miss Hansen/Mrs Mulvey

3.30 – 6pm

Hillend

Mr Duchart

Skiing Club

S1 – S6

Mrs Hockaday

This is run in blocks and pupils need to book a place. There will be a block running in the new year
Duke of Edinburgh S3 – S6

Various

Geo

Miss Robertson

Music: There is a range of Music sessions in Guitar, Ukulele, Drums etc. please see the Music Dept
for details of sessions.
Bev Anderson, Active Schools
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Food for Life - Currie Community High School designated as ‘Pathfinder’ Pilot
School – One of Only Five Schools Across Scotland!
Pathfinder Excitement!
Currie Community High School is delighted to have been selected as one of only two schools
in City of Edinburgh Council to take part in an independent evaluation of the Food for Life
Scotland (FFLS) programme. Only five schools in total have been selected from across
Scotland so the inclusion of Currie in the project is credit for the work carried out in the
school over the past two years.
Food For Life Scotland (FFLS) is a flagship programme of Soil Association Scotland
supported by the Scottish Government. FFLS works to transform food culture and food
systems across the country so we can eat food that is good for us, our communities and the
planet; delivering ‘good food for all’.
Currie works in partnership with our catering team in the school cafeteria (Dolphin Café) to
improve the
sustainability of school meals and as a ‘pathfinder’ pilot school we are now
working to deliver a ‘whole school approach’ to food by trialling the FFLS Education and
Engagement Framework; linking culture, catering, curriculum and community.
An evaluation is underway with pupils and teaching staff to assess the effectiveness of the
Food for Life Catering Mark which Currie was awarded last year and the ‘whole schools
approach’ advocated by the FFLS Education and Engagement Framework.
Parents in Partnership
Mairi Mitchell (S3) and Peter Sawkins (S3) met with around 30 parents who attended the
PiP meeting on 8 September to talk about the FfL project, its history and where we are
going.
All Schools
The pilot project at Currie has been so successful that the City of Edinburgh Council has
decided that all Edinburgh primary, special and high schools will aim for Bronze Catering
Standard early 2015. This is a huge undertaking for the Council and one which has to be
viewed as very positive step for the health and wellbeing of all pupils.
Enthusiastic Project Group Meetings
Mairi Mitchell (S3) and new members Jennifer Fern (S6) and Hayley Valentine (S6) are
contributing greatly during our Food for Life Project meetings. The two senior pupils are
studying Advanced Higher Health & Food Technology and will assist greatly with linking
food elements of the curriculum to the new food for life educational framework.
Going for Silver………………..
The school continues to progress apace and intends to achieve Silver Catering Standard early
in 2015. We will look to source more organic, free range and sustainably sourced fish, more
ingredients from Scotland or elsewhere in the UK supplied from local farms thereby reducing
food miles. We are also looking to make healthy eating easier by reducing meat
consumption, minimising salt and cutting plate waste.
For full details of how the standards are met please refer to the following link:
http://www.sacert.org/catering/standards/silverandgold
The Gold Standard will be our next target once provision of a greater proportion of locally
produced organic foods has been made easier for schools.
Phill Pache, Business Manager
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NHS Lothian Advice for Schools (staff and parents) on Norovirus
(Winter Vomiting Disease)

Symptoms
Symptoms often start with the sudden onset of nausea followed by vomiting and watery diarrhoea.
Some people may have a raised temperature, headaches and aching limbs.
The illness is self-limiting and the symptoms will last for 12 to 60 hours. Most people make a full recovery within 1-2
days. However some people (usually the very young or elderly) may become very dehydrated and require
hospital treatment.
Exclusion periods
Those who have been infected should be excluded for up to 48 hours after their symptoms have ceased.
Treatment
There is no specific treatment for norovirus apart from letting the illness run its
course. It is important to drink plenty of fluids to prevent dehydration. Norovirus does not respond to treatment
with antibiotics.
Incubation period
Usually 24 to 48 hours.
Infectivity
The infective dose is extremely low, a person can become infected as a result of contact with a very small number
of virus particles e.g. from touching a contaminated toilet or touching the area surrounding a vomiting incident.
A person remains infectious for 48 hours after symptoms have ceased.
Spread
Noroviruses are found in the vomit and faeces of infected people.
People can become infected with the virus in several ways including by:
Eating food or drinking liquids that are contaminated with norovirus
Touching surfaces or objects contaminated with norovirus (e.g. toilets, handles and taps and then placing their
hand in their mouth).
Having direct contact with another person who is infected and showing symptoms (for example, when caring for
someone with illness, or sharing foods or eating utensils with someone who is ill).
NHS Lothian Norovirus advice Dec 2011 NHS Lothian Norovirus advice Dec 2011
Prevention of cases of norovirus
Good hygiene is especially important in preventing yourself and others from becoming infected.
Norovirus is easily spread from one person to another and the virus is able to survive in the environment for many
days.
Norovirus is prevented from spreading by excluding those with symptoms, regular hand washing and robust
environmental cleaning.
Hand washing
After every visit to the toilet and before handling or eating food pupils and staff should wash their hands
thoroughly with soap and hot water, and should dry them on single use paper towels.
Young children may need supervision to ensure that adequate hand washing takes place.
An adequate supply of toilet paper, soap and paper towels should be available in school toilets at all times.
Cleaning
Regular cleaning is important.
Vomiting and diarrhoea can cause widespread contamination of the surrounding area (clothing, furniture,
flooring, doors and handles). Any surfaces potentially contaminated should be thoroughly cleaned with hot soapy
water and a diluted bleach solution at the correct dilution-see manufacturers’ guidance on bottle.
Cont /
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Toilet bowls, seats and flush handles along with any other surfaces that may have been touched by contaminated hands (i.e.
door handles, tap handles etc.) should be washed and disinfected daily with and a diluted bleach solution at the correct dilution
-see manufacturers guidance on bottle.
Exclusion
Pupils and staff who have been infected should be advised to remain off school for 48 hours after their symptoms have ceased.
They should not visit friends or relatives in hospitals, nursing or residential care homes for 48 hours after their symptoms have
ceased.
Care of affected cases
If possible anyone with symptoms should use a designated toilet not in general use by others.
Disposable gloves and aprons should be worn by staff cleaning up after an episode of illness.
Soiled clothes and bed linen should be washed on a hot wash.
Hand, Foot & Mouth Disease
What is Hand, Foot & Mouth Disease?
Hand, foot and mouth disease (HFMD) is a relatively common infection caused by a group of viruses that mainly affects young
children (both sexes). Most cases affect children who are 10 years of age or younger, although occasionally adults can also be
affected. The symptoms of HFMD tend to be milder in adults, although occasionally they can be quite severe.
What are the symptoms?
Typical symptoms of hand foot and mouth disease include:
• cold-like symptoms, such as loss of appetite, cough and a moderately high temperature of around 38-39°C
• a non-itchy red rash that develops on the hand and the feet; sometimes the rash can develop into painful blisters
• painful mouth ulcers and a sore throat
These symptoms generally last for 7-10 days
Is it dangerous?
NO. It is generally a mild self limiting infection and those affected will make a complete recovery.
Is it the same as foot and mouth disease in cows?
NO. Foot and Mouth disease in cows is completely different.
How is it spread?
The virus is spread by coughs and sneezes, and is also found in the faeces of infected children. Some children infected with the
virus do not have symptoms but can still pass it to others.
Is there any treatment?
• There is no specific treatment for Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease it is usually a mild and self-limiting illness.
• If a child feels unwell paracetamol (such as Calpol) maybe helpful (do not use aspirin in children under 16 years of age).
• Antibiotics and creams or ointments for the blisters are not effective. Children recover just as quickly without
them.
• It’s a good idea to drink plenty of fluids to keep hydrated.
What is the incubation period?
Symptoms start 3 – 5 days after exposure to the virus.
How long are children infectious?
Children who are ill with symptoms (blisters on hands, mouth or feet) are infectious. They can carry the virus in their faeces for
many weeks after they have recovered and so may continue to pass it on.
How long should children stay off school?
• Children who are unwell should be kept off school until their symptoms have subsided and they are feeling better.
• Keeping children off school for longer than this is unlikely to stop the virus spreading. There may be other children in the
school who appear well but are spreading the virus.
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Immunisations
Are you protected?
Thanks to immunisation, diseases such as polio have disappeared in the UK. However, these
diseases could come back as they are still seen in many countries throughout the world - which
is why it’s so important to get your jabs.
Although you were probably immunised against tetanus, diphtheria and polio as a child, and
may have some protection, you still need a Teenage booster to complete your routine
immunisations and give you longer-term protection.
Likewise you need a booster dose of the MenC vaccine as a teenager to be protected from
meningitis and septicaemia (blood poisoning) caused by meningococcal group C bacteria. The
booster dose increases protection against MenC and is given at the same time as the tetanus,
diphtheria and polio booster.
Likewise many teenagers have not had the two doses of the MMR vaccine required to ensure
they are protected from Measles, Mumps and Rubella.
The HPV vaccine, given to girls in S1 and S2, protects against cervical cancer.
These vaccinations are provided in school by the NHS Lothian school nurse team. If you are
due to be vaccinated you will receive a letter. Please ensure you read this and discuss
vaccination with your parents or carers.

British Council Filming
On Thursday, 11 December a film crew from the British Council in London visited the
Modern Languages department. The film will promote the contribution of a Foreign
Language Assistant in the Modern Language classroom. Marianne is our French Assistant
this session and she was filmed teaching our Higher and Advanced Higher class at work.
The pupils were very relaxed and contributed in their usual enthusiastic manner to the
lesson. Then the crew filmed a representative from The British Council interviewing some
pupils, Marianne, Mrs Mackenzie, Mr Farren and two former pupils who have gone on to
study languages. It was an exciting event for us all and we look forward to featuring as a
school on the British Council website in the near future. A former pupil, Charlotte Ogilvie,
now works at the British Council in London and was delighted to meet up with some S6
pupils who had been in the S1 class she supported in her S6 community service placement!
The Modern Languages faculty greatly appreciate the contribution this session of
Marianne, our French Assistant and Meike, our German Assistant. Both Marianne and
Meike bring up-to-date culture, media and language to the classroom through interesting
activities. Both staff and pupils feel the contribution made by our Assistants is invaluable.
Catherine Mackenzie
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Visions and Values Project
Since the appointment of Mrs MacKinnon as Head Teacher of Currie
Community High School many significant changes have been introduced.
There have been much stricter school uniform rules introduced in terms of
school dress code, and also punctuality and attendance to school. This has
resulted in almost an entire sixth year wearing blazers every day to
school, and is just one of the many recent changes to Currie Community
High School.
On the week beginning 17 November, in one of their weekly study
periods, S6 students were asked to go about the task of contributing to a
short piece of writing in any format that would be used to promote and
advertise the school’s key values. Other schools, such as Royal High School
and Firrhill High School, have recently undertaken the same process and
produced a mission statement type summary of what they believe are
their vision for the school and the key values they hold as a secondary
school. I, along with the rest of my year group, was responsible for
coming up with ideas for our own vision and values statement. The four
groups in the year assigned to this task each have two pieces they have
submitted to be Currie Community High School’s statement.
The best out of the many submissions will be decided by a vote within the
school in December and submissions chosen by voters will have the glory
of having contributed in a very significant way to the values which
underpin the life and work of the school for many years to come.
Fraser Munro, 6K3
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CCHS Visions & Values
Following the whole school ballot we are delighted to announce the new Vision and Values
of our school.
Our Vision Statement:
‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’.
Our Values:
Confidence

To perform to the best of your ability

To seize every important opportunity





To try something new




Unified commitment to improvement





Differences





Being safe and making good choices

To accept others and yourself

To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn
Unity

Supportive to others
Appreciating achievements of all kinds
Respect

Those around you
Yourself

The Environment
Responsible

For freedom of expression
Your own actions
For participating in the life and work of our community

Initiative

Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them




Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work



Show care towards those who may need help

Show determination, resilience and ambition
Equality

Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while
developing your own beliefs and values

Treat others as you would wish to be treated

Doreen MacKinnon

Page 29

Currie Community High School Newsletter
December 2014

Visit to Auschwitz
“How was your trip to Auschwitz?” The following day at school after returning from Poland, I was asked this
question by many different people. A trip like the visit that Sophia and I went on to Auschwitz cannot be
answered by a simple “it was good, thanks”, or “it was tough, but a great experience”. In truth, even after several
months since visiting, I’m not sure how I feel about the trip. Visiting such a historic and emotive place was always
going to invoke strong emotions, but I did not expect the trip to be as overwhelming as it was.
Before we visited the camp of Auschwitz- Birkenau itself, we stopped for a short look around a cemetery in the
town of Oświęcim, which is situated a few miles away from the camps. Looking around the cemetery, it was clear
that it was not well looked after; many of the grave stones were upside down, cracked or piles of rubble. Weeds
and nettles grew to around knee height, which made it difficult to walk around. Graffiti also scarred the walls
around the graveyard. Whilst at the graveyard, we were told stories about how the graveyard came to look this
way. In the areas surrounding the camps and the town, there is still strong anti-Semitic feeling. As a result,
whenever the graveyard would be cleaned and tidied, it would soon be vandalised again. This served as a telling
reminder that, although we were studying historic events, many of the themes that we were being taught about
are still relevant today.
From the graveyard we then drove to the first of the two camps that we visited: Auschwitz 1. Despite visiting the
graveyard, the harrowing nature of the trip that we were going on did not sink in until I stood before the famous
gate at the camp, which read “Arbeit macht frei” (work makes (you) free). I had seen many pictures of the
infamous gate before, all of which were under the backdrop of either rain, snow or clouds. When we visited, it
was a clear, sunny afternoon. It was the weather that threw me; mentally I had prepared myself to see the camp
in miserable weather. However, seeing the camp in the sunshine reminded me that, regardless of how beautiful a
day it was, the sinister history of where I was standing still existed
After entering through the gate, we had a tour around the grounds of the camp. As Auschwitz 1 had formerly
been a Polish military base, it is split into barracks. Several barracks have been turned into museums, where
objects recovered from the camps are stored for display. It is in one of these museums where I witnessed one of
the most harrowing sights of the trip. In one of the rooms that we entered was pile upon pile of hair, shaved from
the prisoners’ heads when they arrived at the camp. The sheer volume of the hair was startling and harrowing.
The mass of objects that were on show in one of the barracks, such as an entire room filled with suitcases of those
that arrived at the camp, and a corridor piled high on either side with shoes, put the scale of the loss of life at the
camp into a visual display. Another extremely challenging moment at the camp was when we visited one of the
only remaining gas chambers. Upon entering the chamber, I began to imagine the fear and panic that would
have been felt there. This was emphasised by the distressing scratched walls on the inside of the chamber.
From Auschwitz 1 we then took the short journey over to the far bigger camp, Auschwitz- Birkenau. It is here
that the famous railway tracks that run through the middle of the camp are situated. Before entering the camp,
we were able to go to the top of the watch tower, which overlooks the grounds. The size of the camp
overwhelmed me; as far as the eye could stretch in all directions the grounds were lined with uniform rows of
brick chimneys. Each chimney represented a barn in which up to one thousand prisoners could stay. We spent
much of our time at the second camp walking around the grounds, and listening to survivor accounts of what it
was like to be held at the camp. The horrific details of some of the events that took place there were incredibly
disturbing and upsetting. The visit to the camp concluded with a poignant, candle-lit moment to reflect on what
we had seen that day, followed by a prayer of remembrance for the dead.
The two camps that we visited provided very different experiences. Auschwitz 1 was incredibly visual, and it was
the displays that we saw that were most touching and upsetting. However, at Auschwitz-Birkenau it was the
sheer scale of the camp that was most harrowing. It was what you didn’t see, but what you could picture
happening that saddened me most. What was clear, however, was that the two camps were underpinned by the
same sense of loss and regret. It is so important that we remember the events of the holocaust, as it teaches us so
many lessons, and highlights the danger of holding prejudices. Sophia and I will be focusing on these themes in
the Holocaust Memorial Day assembly in January.
Robbie Forbes 6H1 and Sophie Purcell 6K3
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John Byrne Award
I recently took part in the John Byrne Award, reaching the final ten places. Our brief was to
produce a creative piece in response to two stimuli: an Oxfam briefing paper and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation paper, both dealing with the themes of poverty and wealth. I
decided to build on my creative writing skills and wrote a poem entitled ‘What Is’.
I thoroughly enjoyed the experience of the whole project but meeting Peter Capaldi and John
Byrne at the Awards Ceremony was definitely a highlight!
I would encourage anyone to really think about entering as it is a very rewarding experience
and I gained a huge amount of experience and confidence from it!
‘What Is’
Poverty: the state of being extremely poor.
Poverty: the state of being inferior in quality or insufficient in amount.
Poverty: the burning pit of hunger at the bottom of your stomach that grates the insides into
a thousand screaming mouths.
Poverty: the roof over your head a cool sweep of stars that welcome your plight and send it
out into the void, unheard.
Poverty: the filthy black liquid oozing from the tap, a regular sight you have come to crave.
Poverty: the lack of sufficient contraceptives, leaving the life of a young girl in the hands of a
nation who do not see any other way.
Poverty: the opposite of wealth.
Wealth: the choice of cereals becoming a game in the morning.
Wealth: the plush new blanket matching the curtains very well, thank you.
Wealth: the heat of the water on your back as you scrub the day away.
Wealth: the comfort gained from a single touch.
Wealth: the lies and corruption from the politicians snatching the tax from innocent workers.
Wealth: an ‘abundance’ of knowledge.
Knowledge: a saviour.
Knowledge: a pathway into the most fruitful wonders imaginable.
Knowledge: a key to power, and passage to happiness.
Happiness: improving, sustaining, accomplishing.
Happiness: a product of empathy, a partner of humanity, an integral aspect of love.
Wealth: love, knowledge, happiness.
Elaine O’Donnell, 6K2
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Highlights from Hairspray The Musical
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Adult Education Courses in the South West of Edinburgh
Below, you will find the classes on offer from Currie, Balerno and Wester Hailes Education Centre.
I hope you find something that appeals and start 2015 with a new hobby!
Currie Community High School
Term 3 Starts: 26th January
Term 4 Starts: 30th March
More Information
0131 449 5922 www.curriecommunity.org.uk
Book online at joininedinburgh.org/currie
Request a brochure: curriecommunity@ea.edin.sch.uk
Day Courses
Pilates Beginner
Monday 1000 to 1100
Pilates Improver
Monday 1105 to 1205
Spanish Advanced
Monday 1300 to 1500
Patchwork and Quilting – Self Led
Monday 1400 to 1600
Spanish Post Beginners
Tuesday 1035 to 1235
Spanish Improvers
Tuesday 1335 to 1535
Embroidery – self led
Wednesday 1000 to 1200
Spanish Advanced Plus
Wednesday 1300 to 1500
Spanish Beginners
Thursday 0900 to 1100
Yoga – General
Thursday 1115 to 1245
Patchwork and Quilting
Thursday 1400 to 1600
Watercolour
Friday 1000 to 1200
I-Pads – Getting the Most From Your I-Pad
Friday 1300 to 1500
Jewellery Making
Friday 1300 to 1500
Comic Book Making (P6 to S2)
Friday 1330 to 1500
Evening Courses
Italian Beginners & Post Beginners
TBC Please Phone
Soap Candles Term Time & Workshops
TBC Please Phone
Furniture Renovation
Monday 1900 to 2100
Take Better Photos
Monday 1900 to 2100
Spanish Improvers
Monday 1900 to 2100
Spanish Advanced
Monday 1900 to 2100
Coffee & Craft
Monday 1900 to 2100
Tai Chi for All
Monday 1900 to 2100
Yoga for Healthy Backs
Tuesday 1800 to 1915
Ladies Learn to Swim
Tuesday 1915 to 2000
Men’s Learn to Swim
Tuesday 2010 to 2055
Furniture Making & Woodwork
Tuesday 1900 to 2100
Jewellery Making
Tuesday 1900 to 2100
Bobbin Lace Making
Tuesday 1900 to 2100
German For All
Tuesday 1900 to 2100
Take Better Photos
Tuesday 1900 to 2100
Upholstery
Tuesday 1900 to 2100
Yoga for Continuers/Intermediates
Tuesday 1930 to 2115
Silver Jewellery Making
Wednesday 1845 to 2115
Pilates Beginners
Wednesday 1800 to 1900
Spanish for Beginners
Wednesday 1900 to 2100
Spanish Post Beginners
Wednesday 1900 to 2100
Rock Guitar For All
Wednesday 1900 to 2100
Pilates Improvers
Wednesday 1900 to 2000
Music Keyboarding for Children
Thursday 1700 to 1830

Belly Dancing for Beginners
Music Keyboarding for Adults
Digital Photography for Everyone
Upholstery – All Levels
Painting for Everyone
Yoga General
Bridge for Fun – Self Led
Japanese for All

Thursday 1830 to 1930
Thursday 1900 to 2100
Thursday 1900 to 2100
Thursday 1900 to 2100
Thursday 1900 to 2100
Thursday 1915 to 2045
Thursday 1900 to 2130
Thursday 1930 to 2130
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Weekends and Workshops
Out and About Photography Workshops – All Saturdays
Stills Gallery Talk & Practical Session
7th February 2015
Lighting Session
7th March 2015
Photo Review Session
21st March 2015
Bangour Village Hospital
- Raw Workshop Weekend
9th/10th May 2015
Water of Leith
6th June 2015
Falkirk Wheel and The Kelpies
4th July 2015
Computing – All Saturdays – All £15 per class
Intro to the I-Pad
17th January 2015
Smart Mobile Phones for the Terrified
7th February 2015
Email Introduction
7th March 2015
Intro to the I-Pad
28th March 2015
Kid’s Cooking Classes – All Fridays - All £6 per class
Soup and Bread
16th January
Valentine’s Day
6th February
Mother’s Day
27th February
Easter
27th March
Afternoon Tea
24th April
‘Let’s have a Picnic’
22nd May

11am to 4pm
10am to 3pm
10am to 2pm

£25
£15
£7.50

10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm
10am to 3pm

£30
£15
£15

1000 to 1400
1000 to 1400
1000 to 1400
1000 to 1400
1330 to 1500
1330 to 1500
1330 to 1500
1330 to 1500
1330 to 1500
1330 to 1500

Balerno Community High School
Term 3 Starts: 19th January
Term 4 Starts: 27th April
More Information
0131 477 7733
Book online at www.joininedinburgh.org/balerno
Request a brochure: denise.young@balernochs.edin.sch.uk
Daytime Classes
Bridge Post Beginners
Mon 1000-1200
Bridge Beginners
Mon 1300-1500
Golf - Play on the Course
Tue 1300-1400
Creative Crafts
Tue 1400-1600
Painting for Pleasure
Wed 1000-1200
Birdwatching
Thur 0930-1230
Baby Massage
Thur 1000-1100
Birdwatching
Thur 1300-1600
Adult Swimming
Fri 1330-1410
Sketching Nature
Sat 0930-1600
Indian Cooking
Sat 1000-1330
Evening Classes
Sugar Flowers – Wired
Mon 1900-2100
Kick Start Your Health
Mon 1900-2100
Adult Swim Fitness
Mon 2015-2115
Learn to Play Acoustic Guitar
Tue 1900-2100
Bach Int Ed Prog Level 1
Tue 1900-2100
Bach Flower Essences for Students
Thur 1900-2100
Ladies Golf
Tue 1900-2000
Painting (self led)
Tue 1900-2100
Music Keyboarding 7-14 yrs
Wed 1700-1900
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Evening Classes cont
Great Scottish Bake Off
Scottish Fiddle Imp
Cooking for Beginners
Music Keyboarding 14+
Embroidery Self Led
Latin Dancing – Cont Beg
Men’s Fitness
Ballroom – Con Beg
Golf – Beg & Cont Beg
Parentalk
Silver Jewellery Making
Intro to Time Management
Ballroom Cont Imp
Ladies Fitness & Circuits
Latin Dancing Con Imp
Golf Mixed Ability
Weekend Workshops
Sketching Nature
Indian Cooking

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thur
Thur
Thur
Thur
Thur
Thur
Thur
Thur

1900-2100
1900-2100
1900-2100
1915-2115
1930-2130
1930-2015
2000-2130
2030-2115
1900-2000
1900-2115
1900-2100
1900-2100
1930-2015
1930-2030
2030-2115
2000-2100

Sat
0930-1600
Sat
1000
Wester Hailes Education Centre

Term 2 Starts: 27th January
Term 3 Starts: TBC
More Information
0131 442 2201 option 3
www.whec.edin.sch.uk
Book online at joininedinburgh.org/whec
E-mail: admin@whec.edin.sch.uk
Day Courses Jan 2015-WHEC
Art - Ceramics and Sculpture
Computing – Flexible (cert)
Patchwork Quilting and Appliqué
Art – Landscapes and Still Life
Computing – Using your iPad
Art – Drawing and Painting
Yoga
Current Concerns
Candles, Soap and More
Computing – Laptop
Computing – Using your Tablet
Art – Beginner’s
Genealogy and Family History
Computing – Stay Safe and Scam Free
Music Keyboard
Film Appreciation at the Cameo
French Improvers/Advanced
Computing – Flexible (cert)
Art - Ceramics and Sculpture
Photographing Edinburgh & Beyond
Woodcraft & Basic Furniture Restoration
Yoga

Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Thu

1030 to 1230
1100 to 1300
1100 to 1300
1400 to 1600
0915 to 1115
0930 to 1130
0930 to 1100
1000 to 1200
1000 to 1200
1130 to 1330
1130 to 1330
1330 to 1530
1400 to 1600
1000 to 1200
1000 to 1200
1030 to 1330
1045 to 1225
1100 to 1300
0930 to 1130
0930 to 1130
0930 to 1130
1000 to 1200

Cont /
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Day Courses Jan 2015-WHEC cont
Digital Photography & Editing
Digital Photography Workshop
Enamelling
Handcrafts
Machine Knitting
Music Keyboard
Subtitle and Caption Club
Evening Courses
Food Hygiene Certificate
Woodcraft & Basic Furniture Restoration
Choir for All
Spanish Improvers
Ukulele Performers
Spring Tonics: Herbal Remedies and Detoxes
Art – Drawing and Painting
Music Keyboard
Ballroom Dancing Beginners
Ballroom Dancing Improvers
Genealogy and Family History
Guitar Beginners
Spanish Beginners
Take Better Photos
Ballroom Dancing-Intermediate
Art - Ceramics and Sculpture
Indian Cookery
Indian Head Massage
Belly Dancing for Beginners
Introduction to Jewellery Making
Art - Art of Beginners and Improvers
Weekend Courses
Emergency First Aid (cert)
Enamelling
Mindfulness – Introduction
Relieve Stress and Re-Energise
Relieve Stress and Re –Energise
Art`-Art for Beginners and Improvers
Bread Making
Ukulele Beginners
Art- Sculptural Ceramics
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Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Various

0915 to 1115
1130 to 1330
1300 to 1600
1000 to 1200
1000 to 1200
0940 to 1135
Various

Mon/Tue
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu

1745 to 21.00
1830 to 20.30
1845 to 2045
1845 to 2045
1845 to 2045
1845 to 2045
1900 to 2100
1900 to 2100
1830 to 1930
1930 to 2100
1845 to 2045
1845 to 2045
1845 to 2045
1900 to 2100
1930 to 2100
1900 to 2100
1845 to 2045
1845 to 2045
1900 to 2030
1845 to 2045
1900 to 2100

Sat
Sat/Sun
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

0900 to 1630
1000 to 1600
1000 to 1600
1000 to 1600
1000 to 1200
1030 to 1230
1100 to 1530
1100 to 1300
1330 to 1530

