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· Parents in Partnership 
· Welcome to our ‘One World 

Show’!! 
· Senior Musicians Entertain at 
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Phone: 0131 449 2165 

Website: 

www.currie.edin.sch.uk 

Leadership Team: 
Senior Leadership Team: 
Head Teacher - Doreen MacKinnon 
(Year Head S6) 
 
Depute Head Teacher - Percy Farren 
(Year Head S4 & S5) 
 
Depute Head Teacher - Clive Walton 
(Monday—Wednesday)  
(Year Head S3) 
 
Acting Depute Head Teacher  -          
Lisa Coffey (Year Head S1 and S2) 
(Monday-Thursday) 
 
Business Manager - Phill Pache 
 
Pupil Support Leaders: 
 
Hermiston - Sally Barraclough 
(Monday—Thursday) 
- Annette Duffin (Friday) 
 
Kinleith - Donna Jordan (Acting)       
(Monday—Thursday)  
- John Murray (Friday)              
 
Lennox -  Kay Scally (Acting) 
 
Support for Learning Leader: 
 
Amanda Wilson 
 
Curriculum Leaders: 
 
Kirsti Dower - Maths and Numeracy 
(Acting) 
Catherine Mackenzie - Modern  
Languages 
Ian Manderson  - Science 
Lesley Muir - English, Media Studies 
and Literacy 
Claire Mulvey - Expressive Arts 
Clare Braisby  - Technologies  
David Toal - Social Subjects 
Rob Greenaway - Health and  
Wellbeing  
 

Keep up to date with news through our Daily Bulletin which can be accessed on 
the website by clicking on “Information” then “Bulletin”. 

Introduction 

Welcome to our Easter 

Newsletter 

We are approaching the end 
of one of the busiest terms in 
the school year.  Our staff and 
our senior students have been 
working incredibly hard       
finishing their courses,        
completing unit assessments 
and preparing for the SQA diet 
of examinations which begins 
shortly after the Easter holiday.  
I am confident that our senior 
students are on track to 
achieve excellent results and 
maintain the excellent      
standards which we all expect 
of Currie students.  This     
Newsletter highlights our     
students’ achievements in     
different areas of the            
curriculum. The curriculum has 
been a focus of our school    
improvement plans for the last 
three years.  It is important to 
note that the curriculum    
comprises four ‘contexts of 
learning’ which are: curriculum 
areas, subjects and courses; the 
ethos and life of the school as a 
community;  Interdisciplinary 
Learning; and opportunities for 
personal achievement.   

Cont on Page 3 / 
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Our Vision Statement: 

‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’. 

Our Values: 

Confidence 
 To perform to the best of your ability 

 To seize every important opportunity 

 To try something new 

 To accept others and yourself 

 To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn 

Unity 

 Supportive to others 

 Unified commitment to improvement 

 Appreciating achievements of all kinds 

Respect  

 Those around you 

 Differences 

 Yourself 

 The Environment 

Responsible 

 For freedom of expression 

 Being safe and making good choices 

 Your own actions 

 For participating in the life and work of our community 

 

Initiative 

 Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them 

 Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work 

 Show determination, resilience and ambition 

Equality 

 Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while          
developing your own beliefs and values 

 Treat others as you would wish to be treated 

 Show care towards those who may need help 
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Dates for your diary 

Thursday, 2 April 2015   TERM ENDS 

3-20 April 2015    Easter Holidays & Spring Holiday 

Tuesday, 21 April 2015   All resume 
27 April—5 June 2015    Study Leave 
      (27/4/15 study leave for students sitting  
      Drama exams on 28 April only) 
28 April—5 June 2015    SQA Examinations 

Monday, 4 May 2015    May Day Holiday 

Tuesday, 5 May 2015    All resume 
Tuesday, 5 May 2015    S1 Parent Focus Group 6.00-7.00pm 

Thursday, 7 May 2015    In-Service Day—Pupils Off School 
8-10 May 2015     S1 Residential—Dalguise 

Monday, 18 May 2015    Victoria Day Holiday 
25-29 May 2015    S3 Work Experience 
Thursday, 28 May 2015   S3 Parents’ Consultation (4.15-6.45pm) 
Friday, 29 May 2015    S1/S2 Big Voice Competition (P1-3) 
1-5 June 2015     S5 Induction Week  
Wednesday, 3 June 2015   P7 Parents’ Meeting (7.00-9.00pm) 
Thursday, 4 June 2015    PiP Meeting (7.00pm) 
Friday, 5 June 2015    Sports Day 
      S6 Leavers’ Lunch (12.30pm) 
Tuesday, 9 June 2015    S1 Parents’ Consultation (4.15-6.45pm) 
Thursday, 11-14 June 2015   Modern Languages Trip to Berlin 
Tuesday, 16-18 June 2015   P7 3-day Visit 
Wednesday, 17 June 2015   Awards Ceremony 
Friday, 19 June 2016    S6 Prom-Balmoral Hotel 
22-26 June 2015    S3 History Trenches Trip to Belgium 

Friday, 26 June 2015    TERM ENDS 

 

/ cont 

Our aim at Currie is to provide a curriculum which is inclusive, which challenges and supports our young people to achieve their full 

potential and is relevant to life in today’s world.  All our young people are expected to attain qualifications at the highest level possible 

and to develop skills and qualities which will serve them well in the complex and fast changing world in which we live.  The curriculum 

is the vehicle through which our young people are supported and challenged to become successful learners, confident individuals, 

effective contributors and responsible citizens who move into positive and sustained destinations when they leave school. 

Underpinning the curriculum is a commitment to learning for sustainability as enshrined in the school’s vision and values. 

I hope you enjoy  reading about the different ways in which our students are excelling through the four contexts of learning. 

Thank you for your continued support of the work of the school and for ensuring that your child upholds the values of the school on a 

daily basis. 

I wish you a lovely Easter holiday. 

Doreen MacKinnon 

Head Teacher 
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Text Messaging 

In emergency situations, for example school closures, text messaging will be used to 
update parents.  For this reason, it is very important that we have your most up to 
date mobile ‘phone numbers so we can contact you.  Please let the school office know 
straight away if you change your number. 

As we continue to try to improve our communications with you, it would be helpful 
to have an e-mail contact for you.  Please note this will not be used for emergency 
closures at this time. 

Doreen MacKinnon 

Increase for School Meals Prices ( From August 2015) 

As part of the council budget earlier this month an increase to the school meal price 
was agreed at the following rates: 

 

 

  
  

  
Current fee 2014/15 

  
From 1 August  2015 

  
Secondary 
Schools 

  
    £2.30 

  
       £2.35 

Special Schools 
(Secondary) 

    £2.30        £2.35 

  
Non pupil/ 
staff meals 
One Course 

  
  
  

    £1.90 

       
  

       
       £1.95 

Two Courses     £2.76        £2.85 
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Claire Mulvey 

Dance News 

I go to dancing outside of school and have 
been doing so since I was three years old.  Four 
years ago I moved to the KS Dance Academy 
in Longstone which is owned by Kelly 
Salmond.  I go to ballet and modern classes 
and I have done one exam for each of these 
classes so far.  During the four years I have 
been at this dance school I have been in three 
shows. 

I am aiming to sit Grade 4 for modern dance 
and Grade 3 for ballet, awarded by the Royal 
Dance Academy, in Summer 2015. 

Tanya Fakhoury 4L2 
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Quiz La Francophonie 

Every year on 20 March, the world celebrates the French language and the Day of La Francophonie. The French    

Institute in the UK has organised again this year the 2015 Quiz La Francophonie on 9th March 2015.  

In Scotland, the online quiz contest was open to S2 and S3 pupils. This was a good opportunity for pupils to learn and 

have fun while developing key skills such as working in a team, doing research using ICT, and enhancing knowledge 

of French cultures. Each team had to find the right answers as quickly as possible using all available resources in the 

Modern Languages classroom.   

Pupils had one hour to complete the quiz. The team which has the highest number of correct answers and which is 

the quickest to send back the questionnaire will be THE winner. 

There will be three prizes for the three quickest and most effective teams of Scotland and Scottish pupils will be  

entered in the competition for the best UK team to win a special prize. 

Thirteen S2 pupils and ten S3 pupils represented CCHS and managed to submit their answers within the allocated 

time. Winners will be announced in 4-weeks’ time! Fingers crossed for our participants!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irina Gancheva 

 

The Bananas team: It 
was an interesting and          
enjoyable experience. 
We learnt a lot and it 
was fun to work with 
our friends 

“We worked hard and 

we had fun while doing     

research in French” – 

The Croissant Team 

The Rainbow     

Unicorns team: It 
was an enjoyable 

and enriching     
experience that 

engaged the whole 
group 
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Youth Conference—Equality and Diversity 

On Wednesday, 25 February, we were asked to represent Currie Community High School at Education        
Scotland’s “Promoting Equality and Diversity through peer learning” held at the Scottish Youth Theatre in    
Glasgow.  At the event we were asked to choose two workshops out of the six available, these ranged from 
dealing with sectarianism to tackling gender inequality. 

Between the four of us, we attended “History of LGBT youth work in West Lothian”, “Mentors in Violence”, 
“Barriers to Learning” and “The Right Stuff”.  Before we attended our chosen workshops we attended a brief 
welcome presentation which consisted of a keynote speech by a senior pupil discussing Holocaust education and 
a short activity to highlight that equality does not always mean equity and that, in order to be treated fairly, 
extra help sometimes has to be provided. 

Our first workshop was discussing the “History of LGBT youth work in West Lothian”.  This workshop was led by 
young people who were involved in the youth work either through school or their own motives.  The focus of the 
workshop was the setting up of the West Lothian LGBT Youth Forum and the actions of the “Glitter Cannons” - 
both group led projects.  The workshop was very interesting and engaging as it inspired everyone in the room to 
stand up and speak out about homophobia and transphobia. 

Our second workshop was attended by all four representatives from Currie and focussed on the “Mentors in 
Violence” programme.  This was again led by a group of senior pupils and was exceptionally interesting.  The 
workshop focussed on how not to be a bystander (someone who sees crime but does nothing) and how best to 
deal with violence when it does occur.  The main lesson taken from this workshop was that silence helps violence. 

Overall, we felt that the conference was a great event and it promoted peer education very well.  We          
especially liked the fact that all the workshops were led by pupils and young people, this really inspired us to 
improve the level of peer education within our school.  The most powerful aspect of the day was the              
information and adverts shown during the “Mentors in Violence” workshop as it really highlighted the effect that 
a single action can have on the course of a crime, we also found the event very empowering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice MacNab (6K2) & Alex Cairns (6K1) 
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Youth Conference Promoting Equality 

On the 25th of February we – Ellie Alexander and Jessica Kerr, two sixth years and Ms Jordan attended a youth 
conference in Glasgow at the Scottish Youth Theatre. The conference’s aim was to promote equality and       
diversity through peer learning throughout Scottish Schools. We made our way through to Glasgow on the 
8:30am train excited about what the day was going to entail. On arrival at the theatre, we were greeted by a 
lovely lady who showed us where to sign in to get badges. The next thing we had to do was pick our two work-
shops for the day. At 10:00am we were welcomed to the event – this included the agenda and vision of the day. 
An extremely inspiring speech was then made by a pupil who attends Kyle Academy in South Ayrshire. He spoke 
about his personal experiences and the school’s experiences in tackling the issues of inequality and promoting 
diversity throughout their school and community.  

After the welcome, we made our way to the first activity. This was the ‘Cinderella’ workshop. This was about 
rights being denied then deeper into that – barriers to learning. The workshop was led by four fourth year boys. 
Firstly they spoke about their school’s visions and values and how they have improved them over the last few 
years. Within the workshop, we took part in two separate activities. The first was the barriers to learning. The 
boys spoke for a little while about what things could be barriers to learning under the four categories – personal, 
social, physical and emotional. We were given numerous statements with a barrier to learning on them and we 
had to put them into the correct category. For us we found this a beneficial task as it make us think about 
things that could be stopping our peers’ learning that had never crossed our minds before. After that, we had to 
draw our own barriers to learning. It was interesting to see everyone’s different barriers and how they cope with 
them. We then moved onto the second activity which was to do with rights being denied. This is where Cinderella 
came into it; we had to decide the rights she had been denied in her story. The boys gave us sheets and we had 
to mark next to all the rights which she had been deprived of. It was peculiar to think about Cinderella in that   
context, but it was 100% accurate!  

The second workshop we went to that Alex and Alice also both came to, was the Mentors in Violence Prevention 
Programme – MVP. All four of us found this session extremely interesting. It started with an exercise where we 
shut our eyes imagining the woman we loved most being attacked – horrible. The leaders told us then to close 
our eyes again and imagine the same scenario but with someone standing watching, not intervening to help this 
woman. The strong message behind this exercise is silence is the biggest violence, it is possible to help people just 
by shouting “GET OFF!” or if necessary calling the police. The workshop split into males and females, while we 
were moved to the males to give a girl’s perspective, two boys went over to the girls’ group for the same reason. 
In the groups we discussed different types of violence, we then focused into one – pornographic pictures. The 
special MVP leaders of the group informally but thoroughly talked through what we could do in the situation. 
This was extremely beneficial for us as we had our eyes opened entirely about consequences of our own actions 
on other people’s lives. We were very inspired by the MVP presentation and it has resulted in us trying to get a 
MVP group started at CCHS.  

Lunch was then provided for us and we all chatted excitedly about the day so far. After lunch we were all     
separated into different coloured groups. In this we met with other pupils from different schools. We had to deal 
with an issue in society today and create a 2 minute presentation on how it can be tackled in the schools and 
communities.  

Overall, the day was full of information to bring back to school. We got ideas from other schools on things we 
could do to promote our visions and values and to make our school, on the whole, more equal and diverse. It 
was an extremely beneficial day out and we would like to thank Ms Jordan for taking us through and             
Mrs MacKinnon for letting us miss a day of school to attend!  

By Ellie Alexander 4K1 and Jessica Kerr 4K2 
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Raising Teens with Confidence 

Thank you to all the parents who participated in this pilot.  It was a very positive     
experience and we have enjoyed hearing about the changes that the course has      
encouraged at home.  We hope to run the course again early in session 2015/16 and 
will contact parents when this is confirmed.  

Lisa Coffey 

S3 Work Experience 

We have passed the final deadline for self-found placements and the majority of      
pupils have made arrangements through either this route or the database.  If your 
child has still to secure a placement, the database remains open throughout April and 
your child should be encouraged to seek an opportunity in this way.  This is a great 
opportunity for all our S3s and I hope that they will all fully participate. 

Lisa Coffey 
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The following pupils received their Gold JASS Award certificates from Depute Head  

Clive Walton on Wednesday, 25th March: 

Finlay Jackson 3K2 

Katie Macbeth 3K2 

Mairi Mitchell 3K2 

Abigail Odetayo        3K2 

Jenny Park              3K2 

Nicole Trotter              3K2 

Louise White             3L2 

I’d like to commend them for their commitment, initiative, citizenship and sense of            
responsibility. I’m sure that Currie High School will continue to benefit from their               
contributions and that they will occupy some of our leadership roles in the future. 

D Jordan 

Pupil Support Leader 

JASS Awards 2015 



Currie Community High School Newsletter 

April  2015 

Currie CHS Cluster - Rights Respecting Schools Transition Event – 26 March 2015 

A group of enthusiastic S3 pupils accompanied Mrs Mackenzie and Mrs Scally to Juniper Green Primary to take 

part in the annual transition event with the Primary 7 pupils from our cluster primaries. This event creates an  

opportunity for all pupils to mingle by playing games and taking part in activities.  The theme of the afternoon is  

Respecting Rights by accepting and supporting one another. In small groups the S3 pupils from Currie High 

School answered questions posed by the primary pupils.  Discussion centred on fears about moving school,    

punishment exercises, strict teachers, a loud foyer in such a big school and about the food in the canteen.  The 

afternoon was very well organised and we all enjoyed the warm welcome when returning to the primary school 

environment.   

C Mackenzie 
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S3 xl 

In S3 XL we recently raised money for Red Nose Day. For the staff we 
sold cakes and we did a celebrity mug shot sweep stake. A celebrity mug 
shot sweep stake is where a celebrity dresses up and the teachers had to 
guess what one we picked for the teachers to win. Mrs Marriott was the 
winner for the celebrity mug shot sweep stake. For the pupils we sold 
cakes and gave some of the pupils balloons. We raised a whopping 
amount of £95 to give to Red Nose Day.  

 

S3 xl Group 
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Prince’s Trust 

S4xl 

 

The S4 xl went to a Prince’s Trust “Welcome to Your Future” event at Hampden Park in 
Glasgow on Thursday, 12th March. We had the chance to speak to people about job          
opportunities for the future. We could go to different zones – creative, STEM, sports and 
leisure, education, hospitality, health and beauty. This was a great learning opportunity for 
us, to help us to decide what we might do in the future. 

By Lewis McDonald   

 

 

On Wednesday, 4th March, 2015 we were invited to the City Chambers to demonstrate how 
to make our Citrus Saturday lemonades. This was part of the Open Innovation Project   
Conference presented to delegates from North West Europe. We also spoke to the            
delegates about our Citrus Saturday project. This was a very successful event which we 
thought went really well because our lemonades were very popular.  

By Erin Gordon   
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The Ordre des Palmes Académiques was established by Napoleon in 1808. 
The Scottish section of the AMOPA (Association des Membres de l’ Ordre des 
Palmes Académiques) aims to support the development of French language 
and culture in Scotland.  This year Currie Community High School entered a 
Speaking Competition which was organized by the Scottish Section of    
AMOPA for Advanced Higher French students.  The competition integrates 
with the typical study and examination programme for the AH French    
students and aims to support them in their preparation for the Speaking 
test. The entries for the AMOPA Speaking competition were based on the 
candidate’s Unit Assessment and, for the competition, the students were   
assessed by members of AMOPA – Écosse, a group that includes native 
speakers and SQA assessors. 

On Tuesday, 24th March, Emeritus Professor Philip Bennett from the          
University of Edinburgh came to present the graded certificates to the four 
AH pupils from Currie Community High School and Balerno High School 
who entered the AMOPA-Écosse competition "Parlons Français" this year. 
Robbie Forbes, Rebecca Laidlaw, Hayley Valentine and Cara Kennedy 
(Balerno High School) acquitted themselves very well and were very pleased 
by the feedback received. The Modern Languages Department was also 
awarded a French DVD. 

The Head Teacher, Mrs MacKinnon and the Senior Depute Head Teacher,  
Mr Farren were also present at the little reception hosted by the Department 
afterwards.  

A well-deserved “Bravo!” to Robbie, Rebecca, Hayley and Cara! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Irina Gancheva 
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Modern Languages Spelling Competition Word 

Wizard 2015 – Semi-

 final 

 

 

 

 

 

On 27th March, Benedict Tan (2H2) and Al-Amin Badmus (3L2) represented Currie 

Community High School at the Semi-final of the Modern Languages Spelling     

Competition organised by Scotland's National Centre for Languages and Confucius       

Institute for Scotland’s Schools, in partnership with The University of St Andrews. 

They competed with secondary school pupils from all over Scotland at German and 

French Intermediate level. The boys did very well and we are very proud of their   

effort over the months and their presentation.   

 

Well done to our semi-finalists! 

Irina Gancheva 
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Sports News 
 
Below is a photo of David Kong (S4) and Peter Sawkins (S3) with their runners up medals 
after a hard fought final in the intermediate (u16) badminton boys' doubles which they lost 
to a pairing from the Glasgow School of Sport. 
 
Both boys also performed very well in the singles with David being knocked out in the     
quarter finals by the champion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoe Bates, 5H3, competed in the Scottish Schools Cross 
Country Championships at  Irvine. She finished in the top 8 and this meant she was selected 
to run for Scotland against England,   Ireland and Wales. 
 
The Schools’ International took place in a sunny Dublin. The girls ran over a 4K course in a 
very competitive race. They came away with the team silver medal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bev Anderson 
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Modern Art Trip 

On the morning of the solar eclipse, 40 senior Art & Design students, accompanied by Mrs Taylor, Ms 
Richardson and Mrs Steel headed into town. Destination – Modern Art. We took in the new Artists’ 
Rooms show about Pop Artist Roy Lichtenstein at Modern One, before heading over to see ‘The Two 
Roberts’ – a show about two Scottish Expressionist painters, Colquhoun and MacBryde, at Modern 
Two. Students were asked to choose an artwork from the temporary exhibitions or permanent    
collections which “spoke” to them and write a short critique of it. Two outstanding submissions are 
featured below:    

‘Oskar Kokoschka’s oil on canvas, ‘Self-Portrait as a Degenerate Artist’ 1931, expresses his strong    
personal viewpoint of a distorted depiction of the world. Eight of his works were  included in the 
exhibition of “Degenerate Art” organised by the Nazis to pour scorn on Modern Art. He was a    
hunted man, the balance of elements on either side of the portrait, the deer on the right and the 
running figure on the left refer to the artist’s flight or pursuit. The powerful position of the artist’s 
defiantly crossed arms highlights his inclusion in the   exhibition. The background of the painting 
shows the woods close by to his future wife’s grandparents’ house, where he had begun to paint. This 
shows how painting was personal to him and draws the viewers back to where his expressive journey 
began, focusing more on the point of why he became an artist and less of the issue of not fitting into 
Hitler’s vision of Modern Art. The strong use of colour for expressive and decorative effect was first       
developed in Post-Impressionist art in France by artists such as Paul Gauguin, such use of colour is 
passionately used in this piece. The texture created by the use of the Vincent Van Gogh inspired  
impasto technique creates a dramatic visual impact along with his exceptional use of vibrant, warm 
colours in the skin which creates a balanced contrast with the cold blues of his top. This piece brings 
together the ground-breaking techniques used in Expressive early 20th Century Art across the world 
by varying artists to prove once and for all ‘that art is contagious and will not be confined.’ I         
appreciate Kokoschka’s artwork as it interconnects the profound meaning of its purpose and its  
aesthetics which ultimately urges me to create artwork that is more substantial and personal to me.’ 

By Stella Lane, S5 

 

‘Roy Lichtenstein’s exhibition was extremely impressive. The Monet parody, ‘Water Lilies with       
Japanese Bridge’ from 1992, expressed an interesting, fresh and intriguing interpretation of the iconic 
water lilies as part of the Pop Art Movement. Lichtenstein’s use of screen-printed enamel on stainless 
steel works to create an exciting composition. The mixed media creates a collage-like feel. The artist 
interestingly uses a solid black line around blocks of colour, creating a very 2D and flattening effect. 
This, combined with the use of mirrored surfaces creates an unusual work which draws the audience 
in and provokes thought. The artist’s use of various secondary colours and large scale overwhelms 
the audience as Monet’s Water Lilies would have done. In my opinion, this modern artwork is      
powerful and unique.’  

By Melissa Morris, S5 
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The Hawthorn Tree 

The hawthorn tree is found growing in hedgerows, woodland and scrub. 

It is also known as the may tree because it flowers in May the flowers are highly 
scented and turn into dark red berries called haws in the Autumn. 

The berries are eaten by thrushes and red wings and also small mammals. 

The hawthorn also supports 300 insects including caterpillars. 

The berries are used for wines, jellies and ketchup. It is used for turnery because it is 
a hard wood it is also used for charcoal.     

Lewis McDonald, 4L2 
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Fair Trade Fortnight 

This year the focus of Fair Trade Fortnight was on cocoa and chocolate - needless 
to say, a very popular subject in school! The Fair Trade group researched some of 
the issues associated with cocoa farming and the production of chocolate and then 
brainstormed how we could encourage people to choose to buy Fair Trade      
chocolate. Tasting of course!  The group worked hard and sold Fair Trade hot 
chocolate to drink, home baking made with at least one Fair Trade ingredient 
and fruit and marshmallow kebabs to dip in a Fair Trade chocolate fountain.  We 
also had an information display showing a summary of the issues we had           
researched. We are very grateful to Scotmid for sponsoring this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No sooner was the chocolate cleared up than some of our group set off for the 
'Fair Trade Schools Gathering' in St Thomas of Aquin's High School.  We listened to 
a moving account of her life by Pamela, a woman who is a garment worker in 
Mauritius.  She had started work at the age of 14 and she used to be hidden  in a 
basket when inspectors came round the factory as she was too young to work    
legally. The long hours and harsh working conditions have had a long-term effect 
on her health and her family life. However, Pamela then went on to tell us that 
she now works for an ethical clothing manufacturer who uses Fair Trade certified 
cotton and how this has transformed her life and that of her daughter.  Pamela is 
such a warm person and willingly answered questions, chatted informally with our 
pupils and said goodbye to them with a big hug! Pamela and the owner of the 
factory, Gabriel, were inspirational and our Fair Trade Group hopes to follow up 
on several ideas we gained at the event. 

Alison Nind 
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News from Chogoria, Kenya 

The results for the Kenyan Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) examinations 
have recently been released and 2014 has been a very successful  year in terms of 
academic achievement for Chogoria Girls School.  We would like to offer our        
congratulations to both staff and pupils. 

We also heard the great news that Winjoy Karendi who is one of the pupils that we 
have sponsored at Chogoria HS and who finished school at the end of November, 
passed her KCSE exams with straight A's. She achieved a score of 82 out of a possible 
84.  Winjoy hopes to study medicine and should be eligible for sponsorship by the 
Kenyan Government.  We would like to wish Winjoy well for her future and hope to 
hear news from her from time to time. 

We have also been told that Linda Kimathi who started Form 1 at the beginning of 
February has settled well and is enjoying her new school life.  In Kenya pupils sit 
many exams, Linda has already sat her first set and has done very well.   

Alison Nind 
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Earth Hour School Celebration 

This year the Eco-committee wanted to mark Earth Hour in a special way. WWF came up with an idea 
to create bunting to help us remember the things we appreciate most about our natural world. The brief 
asked us to use the phrase ‘For the love of…’ and complete the sentence about your favourite place,   
animal and anything that is special to you in our precious planet. WWF encouraged over 4,500 schools 
across the UK to make the bunting in an attempt to break a world record. Currie High School             
approached this challenge and the Eco-committee meetings were spent cutting out bunting from       
recycled fabric to be transformed into wonderful bunting. Pupils in Art and SDE classes helped to create 
the design on the bunting. We displayed our part of the bunting in school before the end of term and 
then it will be shipped to London to be put together with the bunting from other schools in a huge      
display.  We also had all lights off in school P1 on Friday, 27 March, before the global Earth Hour on      
Saturday, 28 March.  

By taking part in this challenge we are hoping to raise awareness of climate change and other           
environmental issues in our school; as well as to help support WWF raise awareness of climate change 
globally. We also celebrated all things eco at the One World Show on 26 March which showcased eco art, 
drama, music, poetry, dance and design.  

By Sophie McVinnie and Abigail Odetayo, Eco Committee 

 

Page 20 



Currie Community High School Newsletter 

April 2015 

Parents in Partnership (PiP) 
Who, What, Where, When, Why!  

 
Around 5 or 6 years ago, School Boards were abolished and all schools were charged 
by the council to form a new parent body. At Currie we came up with Parents in 
Partnership (PiP) to capture and convey the message that every parent is a    
member. 
 
PiP meetings are held in the school from 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm.  The nights vary to 
allow everyone the opportunity to attend and, at present, there are between 3 and 
5 meetings a year. 
 
The object of the meetings are to allow you the parents to have the opportunity to 
be more involved with the education of your children and to find out about what is 
going on in the school. Over the years we have had various presentations which 
have all been appreciated by those in attendance. 
 
You the parents are the ones to dictate the way PiP is run and now is the ideal time 
to get involved. 
 
PiP are actively involved in fundraising for the school, our major yearly fundraiser is 
the Christmas Fayre which, this year, will be held on Sunday, 22 November 2015.  All 
monies raised by PiP are fed directly back into the school. 
 
Our AGM is being held on Thursday, 4 June 2015 at 7.00 pm and there will be a 
presentation on Curriculum for Excellence by Doreen MacKinnon (Head Teacher) 
and Lisa Coffey (Acting Deputy Head Teacher). 
 
Refreshments will be served and there is the opportunity to meet with other parents. 
 
A few of our long standing parents will be leaving us as their children leave school 
and head for pastures new and we would be delighted if you came along to join us 
and brought your ideas along to allow us to look at the way ahead. 
 
Shiona Bogle 
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Welcome to our ‘One World Show’!! 

These were the opening words of our brilliant comperes—John Boyle and Jenna 

Waythe—as they introduced our show to over 180 pupils and staff.  The show got 

off to a rousing start with performances of the Kpangolo dance by a group of S1 

pupils.  The dance originated from the Ga tribe from Accra region in the South of   

Ghana and shows activities related to the life of these people, including one dancer 

bowed over with a very sore back!  Thanks to Raquel, the dance coach, and Saami 

on the drums, bells and shakers for leading our pupils in a spirited performance! 

The dance was followed by Elaine O’Donnell reading her powerful poem ‘What Is?’ 

which she submitted on the theme of poverty and wealth for the John Byrne Award 

competition.  You can read her moving words at: 

www.currieco.blogspot.com entry for 13th January. 

The Drama Club, under the tutelage of Ms Hanson, presented a piece they had   

written entitled ‘It’s not fair!’  Dolefully discussing among themselves why some of 

the pupils had received punishment exercises and detention, the scene moved on 

to staff discussing their woes with a wonderful line when one of the ‘staff’            

exclaimed ‘It’s not fair!’  Finally, we were asked to imagine a school where the roles 

of staff and pupils were reversed!  Hmm, Utopia or Mayhem?  A group of exchange         

students from Africa talked to our pupils giving them a different perspective and 

helping our pupils to become global citizens. 

Turning to more global issues of fairness, the Fair Trade group presented ‘Fair 

Trade Matters’.  They presented some stark facts about poverty in the developing 

world where many people who produce the food we love to eat and the clothes we 

buy, live in great deprivation.  The pupils then talked about the good news, of how 

money received from the Fair Trade premium has been used to improve the qualify 

of life for farmers, workers and communities, giving examples in various places 

around the world. 

And then we hit the high spot of the Art and Design Catwalk!  Mrs Steele and Ms 

Richardson’s pupils modelled the amazing dress creations they had created for 

Higher and Advanced Higher Art and Design.  The fashion designs were inspired by 

our global world and nature—parrots, flowers, trees, lichen and many other stimuli 

were gorgeously displayed!  Haute couture at Currie High, Paris next! 

Cont / 
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/ cont 

And finally we listened to a music video, again entered in the John Byrne Award competition.  

Rachel Billes and Catherine Park composed and performed their song ‘Bridges’.  As the 

emotive music and lyrics flowed through the hall you could have heard a pin drop among the 

audience. 

Surrounding us as we watched the show were inspiring examples of artwork directed to   

focussing on different aspects of sustainability.  There were mirror and clock designs made 

out of recycled materials by S3 pupils, corsets inspired by nature, again made using         

recycled materials by S4s and designs of Eco architecture buildings by pupils in S4 to 6. 

The show was a roller coaster of emotion and experience—drama, dance, recitation, music 

and art—quoting one of our pupils ‘It was funny and it was serious’ really sums up this     

wonderful event. 

Thank you to all the talented pupils and staff who made this show possible.  You can visit 

the CurrieEco blog at www.currieco.blogspot.com to see the photos of the event. 

Alison Nind 
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Senior Musicians Entertain at Usher Hall 
Friday, 20th March saw some of our senior musicians play at the 
Usher Hall as entertainment before the RSNO concert. Liam Clark, 
Shaun and Arron Leishman, and Christopher and Sophie McVinnie 
(along with some other pupils from Balerno HS and St Thomas of 
Aquins HS) all performed in the foyer and entertained the           
audience before the concert began. They all played exceptionally 
well and received some lovely praise from the events organiser. A 
brilliant venue for our brilliant musicians!  

Sarah Storrar 
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Food for Life Education at CCHS – ideas wanted! 
The Food for Life project at CCHS continues to grow from strength to 
strength. This term we were the first school canteen in Edinburgh to 
pilot getting our veg from a local organic farm in East Lothian –     
reducing food miles, increasing  biodiversity and hopefully increasing 
taste.  Mrs Stuart our lead HFT teacher was on the ‘Kitchen Café’ on 
Radio Scotland talking about our Currie Apple Day and foraging for 
wild food in Roley’s Wood, and before the mid-term break pupils and 
staff shared our story at an event at the Scottish Parliament. 

We’re wanting to keep developing this work - transforming our food 
culture and putting sustainability and health and wellbeing at the 
heart of our learning and our eating!  We’re looking for ideas from 
pupils and parents about how we could continue to improve what we 
do at CCHS.  For example: 

- How could we make our school meals and dining experience 
 better?    

- How can we help everyone in the school understand the links 
 between food, health and sustainability?        

- Are there local businesses like bakeries or restaurants who could 
 help us with our food activities?  

If you have any ideas, please let us know, either by email to the school  

(CUR-AdminStaff@ea.edin.sch.uk) or via the suggestion box in the 
LRC.  

 

Rachel Avery on behalf of the staff and pupils in the Food 
for Life Action Group  
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Rotary Club Young Musician of the Year Competition 

Christopher McVinnie, an S6 student at CCHS, performed in the district final of 
the Rotary Club Young Musician of the Year competition at Heriot Watt    
University.  Although Christopher didn’t win this final, he put on a fantastic 
performance and was a true credit to himself, his school and his cello teacher.  
Christopher will begin his studies at the Royal Conservatoire in Glasgow in 
September.  He is an outstanding musician with a great future ahead of him! 

Sarah Storrar 
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Easter egg dippers 

45g butter 

300g marshmallows 

180g Rice Krispies or Coco Pops (or a mix of both) 

250g chocolate (for melting) 

 
Method 
Put the butter in a large saucepan and melt over a low 

heat 

Add the marshmallows and stir until the mixture is    

completely melted, then remove from the heat 

Next add the Rice Krispies or Coco Pops and stir until  

well coated 

Using a large buttered spoon, divide the warm cereal  

mixture into portions 

Allow to cool a little 

Mould each portion into egg shapes. Place on grease 

proof paper 

Heat the chocolate over a low heat until melted, stirring  

constantly 

Then dip one half of the cereal eggs into the chocolate  

and decorate with sprinkles 

Place on greaseproof paper and pop in the fridge until  

chocolate is firm 

Amanda Stuart 
 



Currie Community High School Newsletter 

April  2015 

Amnesty International Group 

The school’s Amnesty International Group have been working on the ‘Give it up for       
Human Rights’ campaign this year. Our first event took place just before we broke up for 
Christmas break and involved the senior prefects wearing white featureless masks to raise 
awareness for the campaign. We wanted to highlight those people who are denied their 
human rights, in particular those who are denied freedom of expression, by having the 
prefects ‘give up’ their own identities for the day.  

At the beginning of March we continued the campaign by holding a number of assemblies 
and opening up to a wider audience. During our presentations we encouraged pupils to 
‘give up’ something they treasure for one day and donate £1 to Amnesty International, in 
order to support those who are denied their human rights. On our campaign day we 
raised over £100 for the charity. Now the group is discussing future events and activities to 
be held next year, and the recruitment of new members! 

Martin Downes 
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Resonate 

In the week commencing 23rd March 2015, the talented pupils of CCHS were invited to       
participate in the CEC showcase of musical talent “Resonate” at The Queens Hall. Monday, 
23rd March was Strings and Guitars Night and featured the Edinburgh Schools Classical Guitar 
Ensemble (in which we had two pupils playing) and CCHS Strings Ensemble, alongside other 
acts. Thursday, 26th March was the Bands and Orchestras Evening, featuring Edinburgh     
Secondary Schools Orchestra, Edinburgh Schools Wind Ensemble and Edinburgh Schools 
String Training Orchestra, all of which had pupils from CCHS playing. 

Once again, our pupils were fantastic and I felt privileged to be associated with our talented 
youngsters as they took to the stage and blew the audience away with their talent.  This 
event is an annual event and tickets are in high demand – try and come along yourselves 
next year, it’s a treat!  

C Mulvey 
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School immunisation programme; a chance to catch 
up  

 
Immunisation helps protect our young people and             
communities from a wide range of illnesses.  

 

The NHS Lothian school nurse team carry out an annual    
immunisation programme, which includes: 

 

 The HPV vaccine for girls in S1 and S2 to protect against 
 cervical  cancer 

 

The MMR vaccine for those who did not start or complete the 
two doses required in childhood 

 

If your child did not receive these vaccines there is another 
chance to get these vaccinations in the summer term. School 
nurses are distributing letters around Easter time for pupils 
who may have missed out. Please ensure you read this and 
discuss vaccination with your parents or carers.  Please make 
sure you return the form as soon as you can (within 7 days 
please), signed by yourself and your parent/carer. 
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