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Currie Community High School 

Newsletter - Summer 2017 

‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’ 

 

Welcome to the Summer Newsletter. Last year the Managing Inspector of the HMI Team which 

visited Currie in February 2016 described the school as being ‘on the cusp of excellence’ and we have 

continued throughout 2016 and 2017 on this journey to excellence.  

We started the year with very good SQA results. The S5 and S6 results were on a par with previous 

years and the school remained in the top 6 Edinburgh schools in terms of the key benchmarks – in-

deed we moved up to 4th and 5th place for last session’s S6 results for 1+ Higher, 3+ Highers and for 

1+ Advanced Highers. 34% of our S6 left school with at least 1 Advanced Higher which places us 5th 

in Edinburgh.  

The results for S4 in the 2016 diet were outstanding. 96% of the S4 students achieved 5 or more level 

3 awards – this places the school in first place in Edinburgh for this achievement; 92% of the S4 stu-

dents achieved 5 or above level 4 awards which places us in 3rd place in Edinburgh; and for the first 

time ever, a total of 65% of the S4 achieved 5 or more level 5 awards – these are National 5 awards – 

and this places us in second place in the City of Edinburgh. I am now expecting remarkable things 

from these students this year – like many of you I will eagerly await the exam results in August. 

In our Inspection Report last year the school was described as a vibrant and ambitious school in 

which “young people experience a learning climate characterised by mutual respect and high quality 

care.”  In this newsletter you will find examples of our ongoing commitment to improve experiences for our students and we have 

been recognised for a range of high profile initiatives. It is worth noting some of these: we are the only school in Edinburgh to have 

been awarded the Bronze LGBT Charter Mark which promotes gender equality;  this month we made it to the finals of the Scot-

tish Education Awards for our innovative Science Technology Engineering and Maths strategy which we did not win but will be 

back again next year!; we reached the Scottish Finals of the Young Enterprise Award after winning the Lothian final; currently we 

are the only Edinburgh school to hold the Food for Life Silver Catering Award; and we achieved our updated Fair Achiever Award 

from Fairtrade Schools.  

Currie is also at the leading edge in terms of our Developing the Young Workforce Strategy which is reflected in our sector leading 

Positive Destination figures in recent years. We have made some excellent links with local businesses over the course of this year 

and we intend to develop this work further in the future.  

Currie’s reputation is spreading! Over the course of last year, we have been visited by several prominent educationalists from other 

countries including the Ethiopian State Minister for Education and a delegation from Norway. Currie is now often one of the first 

ports of call by the City of Edinburgh Council to ensure that good practice is being recognised and publicised by the national me-

dia. This year we have received coverage in several local newspapers and, for the first time, received a two-page spread in the 

Guardian celebrating our STEM work. 

Only a few weeks ago we were approached by a producer at BBC Radio Scotland who are making a programme about teenage 

mental health as part of a medical series called Cradle to Grave.  Last week they came along to interview our peer mentors to hear 

about the work we have been doing at Currie in delivering the Cool Calm and Connected programme to younger groups. The 

programme will be broadcast on Monday 7th August at 1.30pm on BBC Radio Scotland, and will be on iPlayer fpr 30 days after 

that.  

At the end of this term we say farewell to two long serving members of the teaching staff. Mrs Gill O’Brien, who joined the school 

as a teacher of PE in August 1986, is retiring at the end of term as is Ms Cheryl McMaster who joined the school in August 1990 as 

a teacher of Music. Both Gillian and Cheryl are very well respected teachers who have contributed an enormous amount to their 

respective departments and to the wider school over a grand total of 58 years between them. It has been a privilege to have worked 

with both Gillian and Cheryl both of whom are consummate professionals who have provided excellent experiences for their pu-

pils over so many years. Both will be a huge loss to Currie and I wish them both well for the future. 

As the end of the term approaches we are already looking forward to the new opportunities and challenges in the next school year. 

I am delighted to announce the new Head Student Team who will be working with us next year. They are 

Head Students — Ryia Bodas and Peter Sawkins 

Depute Head Students —  Alex Bates and Abigail Adetayo 

These young people will, I am sure, serve the school well through their sixth year.  

I would like to wish you and your family a lovely summer holiday and I look forward to welcoming all our pupils back to school on 

August 16th at 8.30am in full school dress code.           Doreen MacKinnon 

 

  

The news at a glance: 
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 Our Vision Statement 
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           Head Teachers Message 
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Our Vision Statement:  

 ‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’. 

The aims of the school and the key principles underpinning the school’s ethos, its visions and values and, indeed, all 

aspects of the life and work of the school are: 

 To create an environment within which all young people at Currie Community High School are challenged and 

supported to: attain qualifications at the highest level possible; to achieve their full potential through a range of 

opportunities for personal development; to develop skills for learning, life and work and      become successful 

learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens; and move into positive and sus-

tained destinations 

 To promote equality and inclusion; celebrate diversity; and remove barriers to learning 

 To promote Learning for Sustainability (outdoor learning, global citizenship, education for sustainable develop-

ment) and Social Justice. 

 To journey towards excellence for all and in all areas of the school’s life and work including learning and teach-

ing and the curriculum 

Our Values:   Confidence 

 To perform to the best of your ability 

 To seize every important opportunity 

 To try something new 

 To accept others and yourself 

 To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn 

Unity 

 Supportive to others 

 Unified commitment to improvement 

 Appreciating achievements of all kinds 

Respect  

 Those around you 

 Differences 

 Yourself 

 The Environment 

Responsible 

 For freedom of expression 

 Being safe and making good choices 

 Your own actions 

 For participating in the life and work of our community 

Initiative 

 Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them 

 Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work 

 Show determination, resilience and ambition 

Equality 

 Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while developing your own beliefs and 

values 

 Treat others as you would wish to be treated 

 Show care towards those who may need help 
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Paolozzi Prize Art Award Winners 
Our Higher Art & Design stu-

dent Elli McCabe recently 

won the top prize at an 

awards ceremony hosted by 

the National Gallery of Scot-

land.  

Mrs Richardson and a num-

ber of our S5 nominees and 

their parents attended the 

event on the 31st May. The 

Paolozzi Prize was set up in 

memory of successful Edin-

burgh Pop artist Eduardo 

Paolozzi to recognise the 

creative talent of Edin-

burgh’s young artists.       

Other talented Higher stu-

dents who received certifi-

cates of merit were Beth 

Herbert for her mixed me-

dia piece, ‘Human Condi-

tion’ (pictured below left), 

and Sarah Brown for her 

expressive artwork, ‘Out of 

Your Hands’ (pictured be-

low right).   

Elli’s highly detailed paint-

ing entitled, ‘Life Reflect-

ed’ (pictured left), won her 

an outstanding achieve-

ment award.  Great work, 

Elli, Beth and Sarah, well 

done. 

 

Pamela Richardson and Kate Steel 
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A team of 12 pupils from Currie High 

School represented Edinburgh and 

the Lothians at the Scottish finals of 

the Young Enterprise competition on 

Tuesday 6th June.  The finals were 

held at Hampden Park in Glasgow 

and were part of the 2017 Festival 

of Enterprise.  There were 15 teams 

competing, from schools all over 

Scotland, each of whom had won 

their regional event earlier in the 

year.  The Currie team, trading as 

Beltane Candles, set up a trade stall to showcase their 

new summer range of candles, which they had produced 

specially for the event.  Some of the team then took part 

in a formal interview with the judging panel, where they 

discussed their business plan and what they had learned 

from the programme.  They also delivered a presentation 

in front of all the teams and the judges.  A number of 

awards was presented at the dinner that evening.  Alt-

hough the Currie team did not win the overall prize, Sa-

mantha Ovenstone and Annie Nicol were chosen as the 

Finance Directors of the Year.  They received a trophy 

and an invitation to attend the Institute of Chartered Ac-

countants of Scotland’s annual conference which is be-

ing held later this year.   

Well done to everyone involved.  Val Matthewson 

YOUNG ENTERPRISE SCOTLAND FINALISTS 
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   CCHS Awards Ceremony 

Currie Community High School’s Award ceremony took place on Wednesday 14 June.  It was an incredi-
ble evening where staff, parents, pupils and members of the community celebrated a group of immense-
ly talented, creative and responsible young people. This year, the prizes were awarded by Clive Walton, 
former Depute Head Teacher. This year’s winner of the Ian Bentley Medal for Dux* of the school was 
David Kong, a very talented and worthy winner of this prestigious award. The list below shows those pu-
pils who won special awards in the ceremony.  

Eric Melvin History Prize:  Adam McLaughlan, 6K1 

Barbara Paul Trophy for Extra-Curricular Music:  Jenny Park, 5K2 

John Black Memorial Prize for Drama:  Duncan Young, 4H1 

Ronald Paul Prize for Art & Design:  Sarah Brown, 5H1 

Rosemary Coy Quaich for Prose/Poetry Speaking:  Matthew Campbell, 2L2 

Currie & Balerno News Award for Achievement in Writing:  Rhona Duncan, 2H1 Nicola Crowe, 5H1 

Lauren Craigie Award for Modern Languages:  Al Amin Badmus, 5L2 

Graham Priestly Award for Media Studies:  Ida Dickerboom, 5K2 

The Pupils’ Choice Award Winners - 

Performer of the Year: Lewis MacDougall, 3L1 

Helping in the Community:  Anjali Jayanty, 3H1 

Most Charitable Pupil:  Jenna Wayth, 6L1 

Sportsperson of the Year: Jack Crombie, 3L1 

Personal Achievement : Ewan Patterson, 4K3, Mariam Butt, 4K1 

The Paul Davies Braveheart Award:  Luis Robertson, 6K1 

The Roley Walton Ecology Award : James Fergusson, 3L2  

Round Table Award for Excellence:  Amina Kaddouri, 6K2 

John Robertson Award for Service and Enterprise (sponsored by the C&B Rotary Club):   

Fin Rutherford, 6K1  Callum McQueen, 6H2  Abhi Jayanty, 6H1 

PiP Award – Contribution to the Life of the School:  

Jenna Wayth, 6L1 and David Kong, 6K1 

Winning House for Session 2016/17  HERMISTON 

The CCHS Award for Arts and Humanities:  Eilidh Grubb, 6K2 

The CCHS Award for Science, Mathematics and Technology:  Adam McLaughlan, 6K1 

JUNIOR DUX   Beth Herbert, 5H2  

IAN BENTLEY MEDAL FOR DUX OF THE SCHOOL  David Kong, 6K1 
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The DUX Speech by David Kong  
It’s a very great privilege to be able to stand here tonight and receive this 
award. Thank you.  

This evening, we are here to celebrate the end of a successful year at Currie 
so I’d like to start by personally congratulating everyone who received an 
award tonight because they are all amazing achievements so well done, you 
should all be very proud.  

My precious six years at Currie will always be treasured and I know that 
without the support from many people throughout my whole high school 
journey, I wouldn’t be standing here today. I’d like to thank all the amazing 
teachers and staff for the hard work and dedication you’ve put in for us eve-
ry day and for all your support and encouragement. You’ve always taken 
care of us and kept us smiling even when exam season came. For six years 
of delicious lunches of course I wouldn’t forget to thank the wonderful din-
ner ladies… no day has ever been complete without a soup and a warm 
meal from the school canteen. 

Thanks to all my S6s friends who’ve been with me every step of the way. As a team, we’ve studied togeth-
er, we’ve cried together, we’ve partied together, we’ve danced together, and have reached the end of our 
time at Currie, still together after all these years. I’ll never forget all the fantastic memories we’ve shared.  

I’d like to thank my sister Mary, who’s just finished her first year at Currie, for waking me up early every 
morning to make sure I get to school on time and always making me smile. I’ll really really miss that next 
year. Thank you mum and dad for being an inspiration in my life, for doing almost eighteen years of house-
hold chores and for giving me a glass of warm milk before tucking me in bed on exam nights. My mum al-
ways told me that a glass of warm milk would help me sleep well, but I never listened to her until Mr Var-
ney sent our whole chemistry class a message on Edmodo at 7.03pm the day before our Higher exam. And 
it read:  “Good luck tomorrow, I'll pop down before the exam before you go in. Hope it will be a fair assess-
ment. Hopefully you're all just drinking your warm milk to help you get a good night's sleep. Lights out by 8!  

A few points to note: 
- if you're cheatin' , you'll be greetin' 
- if you're talkin' , you'll be walkin' 
- if your spraffin', you won't be laughin' 
- if you get stuck on q1, try q2 
- Never, ever, ever leave a blank multiple choice question... and I mean NEVER! 
- and there will definitely be some chemistry in the exam. I don't think I can offer any more help than these 
words of wisdom. Right 57 minutes before lights out.”          

I’ve listened to those words of wisdom ever since and had my glass of warm milk before each of my exams 
and it has worked for me so if you haven’t tried it yet, have a glass of milk the night before your exams and 
it might work for you too. 

In the last few days school, I looked back through some photos of the fantastic six years me and my class-
mates had. I couldn’t help but noticing how happy we all were back in June 2011 during our P7 visit. Was it 
just the excitement of coming to high school that made us smile? Well, as I flicked through more photos of 
us, I saw that the smiles we had at the start of the journey never faded. It made me realise that those 
smiles and that happiness was unique to pupils at Currie. When I was younger, I just wanted to be like the 
really cool S6s one day but I had no idea time would pass so quickly or that getting there would take so 
much hard work. Now having completed my journey at Currie High, I’m excited for the wonderful journeys 
you all have ahead of you.  

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

When you came to Currie, you were all excited for something you were looking forward to. As you get 
older and older, you need to begin to ask yourself “how can you create something that you’ll be proud of 
looking back to?” Something I learned during my time here is that to achieve that you’ve got to try as 
many different things as you can, find what you love and work towards that goal. Sometimes, things 
won’t work out perfectly but whatever happens you must keep trying. I really love food, so I remember 
fondly the first time I tried to crack an egg. As you can image, it didn’t go very well… I hit it and splat, it 
went everywhere. The second time I thought, “I need to be a bit gentler this time” so I hit it and it went 
nowhere, only a small dent in the shell. For the third try, I said to myself, “right I’ll be really clever – so 
not too hard, not too soft, just right” and bang, the shell mixed in the with the yolk. Nope, not third time 
lucky – still inedible. But that didn’t stop me, did it? If I had given up on cracking eggs, how would I have 
been able to eat cake? Everyone loves cake. So, I kept on practising my cracking and my whisking and my 
stirring and baking until golden brown until I could make a decent sponge. Then, I made another one and 
piled it on top. When I thought my cake was big enough, I decorated it and stuffed my face. Yum. Think 
of your journey through high school like you’re trying to make a ginormous cake with a huge reward at 
the end. You have to balance the layers and the ingredients, perfect the skills that you need to get start-
ed, work hard to build on them and keep going until manage to create something you’ll be proud at look-
ing back to.  

In the coming years, you’ll be provided with a huge range of fantastic experiences and opportunities at 
Currie. Time does fly by so really do make the most of the time you have. Set your goals high and keep on 
achieving like you already have been. Work with your classmates, work with your teachers, listen to your 
parents and go bake yourself a masterpiece. 

Pictures from the awards ceremony 
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School & Club Trampoline SUCCESS.  

Currie Community High School and the City of Edinburgh Trampoline Club (CETC) have invested in a com-

mitment to develop a trampoline programme within the Currie neighbourhood. The school have invested 

in equipment and staff training, along with curriculum delivery time whilst CETC have invested in equip-

ment and the provision of coaches for the after school’s programme. 

In the last academic session, the programme ran with a series of taster sessions, followed by a pro-

gramme of after school and Saturday morning classes. These classes were targeted across the neigh-

bourhood with primary school pupils also participating.  Within the curriculum a number of S1 – S5 clas-

ses were given the opportunity to experience trampolining on full sized school’s competition trampolines 

under the guidance of Mrs. O’Brien. 

The enthusiasm for the activity was such that a number of pupils competed in two competitions. The most 

recent was the Knox Academy Schools’ competition on Friday 26th May. The opportunity to compete arose 

from the additional coaching offered by 3 further coaches from CETC, all still active competitors (one of 

which was Mrs. O’Brien’s daughter and another was a former PE student who completed a placement at 

CCHS); strong evidence of a good partnership and building capacity through networks. 

The competitors were given specific coaching of the competitions routines and all executed them to a 

good standard. This was a great achievement given the limited time for preparation. The results were: 

Liam Packwood  S5 (Elite routine)  1st 

Kara Packwood  S3 (Novice routine)  1st 

Niamh Buchan  S3 (Beginners routine)  1st 

Lucy Scyner  S3 (Beginner routine)  2nd 

Lauren Robertson S3 (Beginner routine)  3rd 

Shannon Blackwood  S3 (Beginners routine) 4th 

A good job well done by all involved. Thanks go to the parents for transporting pupils to the event and for 

Miss. Borwick (PDGE PE student) and Mrs. O’Brien for their attendance to support and take on officiating 

roles which is a pre-requisite for competition entries. 

The future plan is to develop the programme and create a more consistent approach of the experiences 

offered within the curriculum and extend the after school’s opportunities based on pupil uptake. For fur-

ther information regarding the after school provision and community access please contact the Active 

Schools Co-ordinator.       G. O’Brien. May 2017.  
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BGE* Achievement Celebration 
The BGE Achievement 

Celebrations took 

place on Friday 9th 

June to celebrate 

many of the achieve-

ments of our S1-S3 

pupils over the last 

year. In House Groups, 

S1 –S3 gathered in 

the hall for 30 minutes 

of pure celebration! 

S3s were our VIPs, as 

they were graduating 

from the Broad Gen-

eral Education, moving 

in to the Senior Phase 

of their education at 

Currie Community High 

School. As such, they 

sat in prime position at the front of the hall, ready to be presented with the S3 Profiles. These S3 pro-

files held many of the certificates they have attained throughout their time at Currie Community High 

School, as well as their own Review of Learning, letting them see how their learning has progressed in 

their own words from S1 to S3. Pupils entered the hall, to music celebrating positivity, drive and suc-

cess and were invited to browse the work that S3s recently created in their S3 Creative Learning Ex-

perience. S3 pupils spoke with pride about the work they had created and proudly showed off the 

interactive displays they had created, justifying with confidence the decisions they had made in their 

creative process. The pupils were then beautifully entertained by 3 S3 music students – Anjali 

Jayanty, Meg Stewart and Lucy Scyner, before watching the S3 presentations. Special Head Teachers 

awards were also presented to pupils recognised as being Confident Individuals, Effective Contribu-

tors, Responsible Citizens and Successful Learners. You may have noticed throughout the school, a 

trail of stars, with pupils names and achievements on them. These stars are our “Currie Trail of 

Stars”, created to commemorate the Wider Achievements of our BGE students in 2016-17. These 

have all been individually created by the pupils themselves and will remain on display throughout the 

school all year, to celebrate their success. Keep a look out and see if you recognise any names along 

the trail and please congratulate our pupils on their achievements! Finally, it would be impossible for 

us to recognise achievement in this way without the information provided by pupils, staff and families. 

Please do continue to keep us notified of the achievements of your family and friends within the 

school, so that they too can be part of our star trail!  Claire Mulvey 

Confident Individuals 

Nellie Morland 

Cameron McIntosh 

Kara Packwood 

Emma Horsburgh 

Cameron Fraser 

Marc Anderson 

Katie Alexander 

Cameron Anderson 

Effective Contributors 

Emily Kinmond 

Mary Kong 

Lottie Brown 

Dylan Kenny 

Jack Weir 

Emma Drever 

Grace Denis 

Breanna Raphael 

Responsible Citizen 

Abbie Malone 

Anjali Jayanty 

Joe Mooney 

Iona Jackson 

Adrian Jiang 

Gemma McPartlin 

Yousuf Malik 

Amandine Cooper 

Successful Learner 

Cameron Armstrong 

Neeha Dasari 

Charlotte Hislop 

Loise Landais 

James Fergusson 

Rhona Duncan 

Huda Kaddouri 

Eloise Mackenzie 

*Broad General Education S1 to S3 
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Currie HS achieves Fair Achiever Award 
 

Fairtrade Schools  is part of a worldwide movement to 

raise awareness of how global trade works,  the 

Fairtrade concept  and is one of many  ways  in which  

young people can make a difference in the world.  

The school was very pleased to be awarded the Fair 

Achiever award for the second time in May! The  evi-

dence submitted included  teaching  and learning 

about Fair Trade in the curriculum, use of  some Fair 

Trade products in school and awareness raising activi-

ties by pupils in the 'Just World' group. Congratula-

tions to the many pupils and staff who worked to 

achieve this. A special thank you goes to Ms Mehn for 

her knowledge, enthusiasm and commitment to sup-

porting  the' Just World' Group this year. 

When parents and carers of pupils currently in P7 and who will start at the school next term, 

came to the school in June they were be able to buy items of Fair Trade uniform for the first 

time.  Koolskools, our supplier, ensures that Fair Trade standards  apply at every stage of  pro-

ducing these clothes,  from growing the cotton mainly in India , to manufacturing them in a 

factory in Mauritius.  We are very pleased that this pupil led initiative has resulted in this very 

practical action to support some producers and manufacturers in the developing world. Initially 

the Fair Trade uniform will only be available in some sizes but eventually all sizes will be 

stocked.  

Next session one of the aims of the 'Just World' is to continue its work by talking to pupils and 

staff at  other schools  and encourage them to look into the possibility of changing to Fair 

Trade uniforms. Alison Nind 

Duke of Edinburgh News 
The Bronze expeditions in March and April went well and were very successful! Well done to all those 

involved. Remember to keep updating your edofe account and get your other sections completed.  

The Silver Practice expedition took place in the Ochils during the Easter holidays. We started off in tor-

rential rain, but thankfully the sun came out on the second day. 

Training days and expedition dates 

Friday 16th June: Silver and Gold First Aid training in school: 8:30 – 3:30 

Thurs 29th June – Sun 2nd July: Gold Practice expedition, Loch Rannoch to Dalwhinnie 

Tues 15th August: Silver training day, Pentlands, 8:30 – approx. 3:30. Meet at Balerno bus terminal. 

Fri 1st – Sun 3rd Sept: Silver Qualifying expedition, Blair Atholl 

Sat 30th Sept – Wed 4th Oct: Gold Qualifying expedition, Cairngorms    

Gillian Godfree 
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Broken Bodies— 

S3 – Visit Queen Margaret University 

Twenty S3 students attended a full day 

Heath Sciences workshop at Queen Margaret 

University called 'Broken Bodies'. This gave 

students practical experience following two 

patient scenarios through diagnosis, treat-

ment and rehabilitation. They were led by 

QMU’s current Health Science students 

studying nursing, radiography, physiotherapy, 

occupational therapy, podiatry and speech & 

language therapy. Our pupils participated in 

procedures and experienced treatment from 

both the patient’s side and the health pro-

fessionals. These insightful and interactive 

workshops took place in the clinical suites at QMU. Examples of patient scenarios include: 

Patient with sports injury to the knee - X-ray, surgery and physiotherapy.  

Stroke patient admitted to A&E - chest X-Ray, ECG, occupational health and speech and 

language therapy.   Hazel Moar 

I was able to learn different aspects of 

the different jobs and I enjoyed seeing 

what the students dreams were. I 

learned loads about how there is more 

than just being a nurse or a doctor and 

seeing how more complicated things 

were. I definitely had a good time -

Emma Rendall 

 
Some of the comments from pupils  

attending the course— 

It definitely made me think about 

careers within nursing and I found it 

very helpful - Charley Lightheart 
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S2 Anti litter Advertising Competition 
 

Towards the end of S2, the Drama Department held our annual S2 Anti Litter Advertising 

Competition. Pupils, in groups, devised a concept for an advert that could be broadcast to 

combat littering in the Currie area. Each group competed against those in their classes to 

get into the Final, which was held on Thursday 1st June. Friends and family were invited 

along to the screening of each finalist’s film (and many of the entries), which were then 

judged by a panel of Mr Farren, Mrs Mulvey and Miss McGhee. The finalists were: 

2A 

Rhona Duncan 

Emma Drever 

Sophie Comrie 

Millie Addison 

2B 

Erin Pryde 

Abbie Carson 

Neil Anderson 

2C 

Grace Millar 

Sophie Patton 

Stephanie Fraser 

Mille Rice 

2D 

Emma Sullivan 

Amy Manson 

Breanna Raphael 

Katie Alexander 

And the winners were…   2D Emma, Amy, Breanna and Katie had devised an excellent ad-

vert, showing the legal implication of dropping litter and using excellent creativity to com-

municate this. In particular, their use of original jingles was particularly entertaining! Con-

gratulations go to the girls, but also to all finalists, who did a great job. It was a very difficult 

judging decision, made difficult by the quality of work the pupils produced!  

The Winning entry can be found at  https://youtu.be/Nnl1GkHVjQE.  

Claire Mulvey 

Snack Attack Certificate! 
For this year’s Traidcraft “Snack Attack” Chal-

lenge, all of our S2s created a healthy Fairtrade 

snack in Health and Food Technology. Then, in Art 

& Design, students worked in groups to design 

the graphics, packaging and advertising cam-

paign for their newly-invented snack. The winning 

design, chosen by Mrs MacKinnon to represent 

CCHS this year, was by Huda Kaddouri with her 

“Intergalactic”; a soft galaxy coloured butter-

cream rolled light chocolate sponge topped with 

freeze-dried berries. Huda received a commenda-

tion from Traidcraft. Other top entrants from S2 

included Eloise Mackenzie and Beatrice Smith; 

well done to all of our creative groups! 

Kate Steel 

 

Message from Traidcraft: 

'Runner-Up 2017, Thank you for entering Snack At-

tack 2017. We were bowled over by your entries, the 

whole judging team would love to commend you on 

your entry. Thank you so much! I’ve sent a Runner Up 

Certificate to reflect your excellent entry! 

https://youtu.be/Nnl1GkHVjQE
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Alumni – Career Connections 
Are you a former Currie High pupil or know someone who is? Would you be willing to share 

with our students your education and career path experiences?  

 We want to inspire the students of Currie Community High 

School, through aspirational talks and advice, your experi-

ences and your career path to date! 

 If you would be interested or think you can help in any way, 

please contact  

Louise Paterson (Pupil Support Leader) or email us on ad-

min@currie.edin.sch.uk. 

Food Allergies  

A number of our pupil’s suffer from medically diagnosed food allergies, some of which are severe air-
borne allergies. The school meals service and HFT department will take all reasonable measures to en-
sure that pupils food allergies are catered for, however, like most secondary schools many of our pupils 
purchase food at local shops or choose to bring a packed lunch.  It is due to this fact that the school 
cannot be completely ‘nut free’ as no assurances can be given that food being brought into the building 
will not contain traces of nuts. To safeguard the health and wellbeing of pupils suffering from severe 
nut allergies we ask that parents try to avoid – wherever possible - sending pupils to school with packed 
lunches containing nuts (particularly peanuts, pistachios, hazelnuts or cashews). If pupils do choose to 
eat these types of snack within school, please encourage them to take a drink and wash their hands 
after they have eaten to avoid the trace of nuts being spread. Parents/carers should also remind their 
child regularly of the need to refuse any food items that may be offered by other pupils. If you would 
like to inform the school of any medically diagnosed food allergies affecting your child, please contact 
Susan Tait. This advice is in line with the City of Edinburgh Council’s Allergies Policy. Rob Greenaway 

 

REMINDER for the FIRST DAY back after the holidays - 
Please ensure that if a pupil has a condition requiring emergency medication this is provided 
to the school on the first day back after the summer holidays—  

 Asthma sufferers—a spare  in date Inhaler that has the prescription sticker on it and 
spacer 

 Allergy sufferers  -  two in date epi-pens (if required) with the prescription sticker and 
piriton or equivalent.    

 Daily medication you require the school to administer.  

Please note medical forms etc can be found on the school website under Information—
Welfare room. Susan Tait 
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THE SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
 

 

The school badge should be visible at all times 

 

 School polo shirt in white with embroidered badge OR collared shirt or blouse in 

white with a school tie 

 School sweatshirt in black with embroidered badge (can be worn on its own or 

over school polo shirt) OR plain black v-necked pullover or plain black v-necked car-

digan (to be work over shirt/blouse & tie) OR school hoodie in black with embroi-

dered badge which must be worn over school polo shirt or shirt/blouse & school tie 

 Black footwear 

 Black trousers or skirt 

School blazer for S6 (compulsory), S5 (optional) and all Prefects (compulsory). 

 

NB   All outdoor clothing, including hats and scarves, must be removed indoors.   

 

 

 

Items which are not part of our dress code include: 

 

 Any items of clothing which are so tight, short or revealing that they may cause 

offence 

 Shorts 

 Fashion, patterned, illustrated or hooded tops of any style 

 Tops in different colours to school colours (this includes grey) 

 Tracksuit or jogging tops 

 Denim jeans of any colour 

 Combat, tracksuit, jogging trousers 

 Football strips, scarves or football related clothing 

 Caps and hats 

 Clothing bearing prominent manufacturers’ logo, words or pictures which con-

travenes our policy on equality and fairness or which advertises alcohol, tobacco or 

other drugs 

 Clothing or jewellery which contravenes health and safety regulations.  For ex-

ample, dangling ear-rings, long necklaces, scarves, garments which are easily flam-

mable due to material and/or design 

 Any items which are clearly fashion accessories eg coloured or decorated fash-

ion belts 

 Excessive or inappropriate make up 

 Coloured or part-coloured footwear 
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Contact Us  

Phone: 0131 449 2165 

 

Email: admin@currie.edin.sch.uk 

 

Website: 

www.curriehighschool.co.uk 

 Leadership Team 
 

 Senior Leadership Team: 

 

 Head Teacher - Doreen MacKinnon  

 (Year Head S6) 

 

 Senior Depute Head Teacher - Percy Farren 

 (Tuesday-Thursday) (Year Head S3) 

 

 Depute Head Teacher  - Alan McKinney 

(Year Head S4 & S5) 

 

 Depute Head Teacher - Lesley Muir  

 (Year Head S2) 

 

 Depute Head Teacher (Acting) - 

 Rob Greenaway (Year Head S1) 

  

 Business Manager - Phill Pache 

 

 Pupil Support Leaders: 
 Hermiston   -  Duncan McBride 

 Kinleith         - Hazel Moar  

 Lennox        - Louise Paterson (Tues to Thurs)                                  

                     - Kerry Ellis (Acting) (Mon & Fri) 

                

  

Support for Learning Leader: 
 Amanda Wilson 

 

 

 Curriculum Leaders: 
 Lesley Muir / Kristy Dale - English, Media  

 Studies and Literacy 

 Claire Mulvey - Expressive Arts 

 Rob Greenaway - Health and Wellbeing 

 Kirsti Dower - Maths and Numeracy  

 Catherine Mackenzie - Modern Languages 

 Ian Manderson— Science  

 David Toal - Social Subjects 

 John Schmidt  - Technologies  

 

 School Chaplains: 
 Jim Dewar, Minister JuniperGreen Parish Church 

 Easter Smart, Minister, Currie Kirk 

Keep up to date with  

CCHS News  

VIA our Daily Bulletin  

This can be accessed on our 

website by clicking on 

“Information” then “Bulletin” 

Please keep the school up to date 

with all your contact details — 

Remember, effective school             

communication relies on this. 

Parents in Partnership 

As well as organising the Christmas 

Fayre (yes it is that time again!), PIP 

has created a sub group to look at 

property maintenance throughout 

the school. Both will be discussed at 

our next meeting.  

The next PiP meeting takes 

place on  

Monday 4th September  

SAVE THE DATE—XMAS FAYRE 

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER 
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Dates for your diary  2016/2017 
Monday, 26 June 2017 History Trip to Belgium—Return Friday 30th June 2017 
Thursday, 29 June 2017     School closes at 2.35 pm 
Friday, 30 June 2017     Term Ends—School closes at 12.00 noon  
 

Dates for your diary 2017/2018 
Wednesday 16th August 2017 All Resume 

Monday 4th September 2017 PiP Meeting in LRC at 7pm  

Friday 13th October 2017 Term Ends 

Monday 16th—Monday 23rd October 2018—Mid Term Break 

Monday 23rd October—Staff Resume 

Tuesday 24th October 2017 Pupils Resume 

Tuesday 24th October 2017 PiP Meeting —tbc 

Saturday 2nd December 2017 CCHS Christmas Fayre 11am to 3pm 

Friday 22nd December 2017 Term Ends  

Monday 25th December to Friday 5th January 2018—Xmas and New Year Holiday 

Monday 8th January Staff Resume 

Tuesday 9th January 2018 Pupils Resume   

Wednesday 17th January 2018 PiP Meeting —tbc 

Friday 9th February 2018 Term ends 

Monday 12th February—Friday 16th Februay 2018—Mid Term Break 

Monday 19th February 2018 All Resume 

Friday 16th March 2018  Teenage Booster & Meningitis Immunisation - tbc 

Monday 26th March 2018 PiP meeting tbc 

Thursday 29th March 2018 Term ends 

Friday 30th March—Monday 16th April 2018—Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 17th April 2018 All Resume 

Monday 7th May 2018 Mayday holiday—school closed 

Tuesday 8th May 2018 In Service day—school closed 

Wednesday 9th May 2018 Pupils return to school 

Monday 21st May 2018 Victoria Day—school closed 

Tuesday 22nd May 2018 Pupils return to school 

Thursday 31st May 2018 PiP AGM—tbc 

Tuesday 5th June 2018 HPV Immunisations S1 and S2 

Friday 15th June 2018 Prom at the Balmoral Hotel 

Tuesday 19th June to Thursday 21st June 2018 P7 Transition visit 

Thursday 28th June 2018School closes at 2.35pm 

Friday 29th June 2018 Term ends  
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CCHS PROM—16TH June 2017 


