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Vision and Values
Our Vision Statement:

‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR
LIMITS’.

Our Values:

Confidence

To perform to the best of your ability.

To seize every important opportunity.

To try something new.

To accept others and yourself.

To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn.
Unity

Supportive to others

Unified commitment to improvement.

Appreciating achievements of all kinds.
Respect

For freedom of expression.

For being safe and making good choices.

For your own actions.

For participating in the life and work of our community.
Initiative

Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them.

Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work.

Show determination, resilience and ambition.
Equality

Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while
developing your own beliefs and values.

Treat others as you would wish to be treated.

Show care towards those who may need help.
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Dear Parent/ Carer,
This Senior Phase Handbook has been designed to assist with the transition for students
both
into and within the Senior Phase: students moving from S3, S4 and S5 into S4, S5 and S6.
This reflects the ethos of Curriculum for Excellence which asserts the coherence of the
Senior Phase. Information with regards to this process has already been highlighted and
discussed at the recent Curriculum Information Session as well as the Parental Consultation
meetings. This Handbook covers courses for all the above year groups and should be used
to help inform decisions being made in line with the Personalisation and Choice Sheet and
the Achievement Pathway Sheets. It will be clear from the specific Achievement Pathway
Sheets which subjects and levels are relevant to the particular year groups.
The Senior Phase offers our students the opportunity to expand and deepen their learning
as they begin to build their portfolio of qualifications which will be a combination of
academic qualifications as well as a range of qualifications which recognise wider
achievements. These may include SQA Employability Award; Saltire Award for volunteering;
and/ or the John Muir Award.
Progression routes:






CfE Level 3C or 3S in S3 can lead to National 4 or possibly National 5 in the Senior
Phase.
CfE Level 4C or 4S in S3 can lead to National 5 in the Senior Phase
National 4 may lead to National 5 or to another National 4 in another subject
National 5 can lead to Higher
Higher can lead to Advanced Higher

Pathways in the Senior Phase:
All S3, S4 and S5 students will have a choice of 2 Pathways to take them through the
remainder of their school career and beyond. Students may move from one Pathway to
another at transition points (S4-S5; S5-S6)

Pathway 1:





Students may choose to follow between 6 and 9 National Qualifications and will be
timetabled 3 periods a week for each NQ. Those choosing to follow 6 or 7 NQs will
choose one or two Wider Achievement Courses or Private Study and will be
timetabled for each 3 periods a week.
Please note: to ensure success in National 5 courses in this model, students should
continue with a subject which they have studied up to CfE Level 4.
All students must study English and Maths in this Pathway. Students cannot study at
Higher or Advanced Higher level in this Pathway.
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Pathway 2:






Students may choose to follow 5 National Qualifications and will be timetabled 5
periods a week for each NQ. The following conditions apply in this Pathway:
S4 students must study English and Maths.
One Wider Achievement option is permitted in this Pathway.
Students in S6 may study 4 Highers or 3 Advanced Highers and have 1 or 2 columns
for Private Study.
S4 and S5 students are not permitted Private Study in this Pathway.

Pupils will be issued with the following:
Personalisation and Choice Sheets: These contain the courses applicable to each of the
Pathways from which pupils choose. Decisions about which Pathway is appropriate is very
much based on discussions between pupils and PSLs/ Year Head and please do not hesitate
to contact the relevant person if you would like to be part of the 15 minute Coursing
Interview with your son/ daughter.
Achievement Pathway Sheet: This sheet records the choices made by pupils following
research from the Handbook and discussions in classes, at home and with the Pupil Support
Leaders. Under Curriculum for Excellence, the Senior Phase should be seen as a 1-3 year
unified experience (depending when pupils leave school) and as such we would like to
encourage pupils at this transition point to think and reflect on their longer term plans and
not just focus on a single year. The Achievement Pathway sheet, therefore, encourages
discussion about “planned Positive Destinations” and possible future course choices. This
information is not essential but from our experience this type of “bigger picture” discussion
and planning often leads to more informed choices.
A sequenced coursing programme has been arranged. This requires the student to seek the
advice of subject teachers and Faculty Heads before being interviewed individually by
her/his Pupil Support Leader (Guidance) and a provisional programme agreed. Issues
around over-subscribed and under-subscribed courses will then be taken into account. It is
possible that not all courses on the columns sheet will be able to run for these reasons. If
this is the case students will have to select alternatives. Thereafter the school’s
recommendations will be sent home for consideration and parental approval.
I hope that you and your family find the information given in the booklet useful when you
come to decide which subjects would be appropriate for next session. Should you have any
questions about this then we will do our best to answer them for you. Please contact
individual departments for further information about subjects/courses or your child’s Pupil
Support Leader with more general enquiries.
Yours faithfully

Doreen MacKinnon
Head Teacher
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Curriculum
PART I: CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE AT CURRIE
COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL: THE SENIOR PHASE
RATIONALE & DESIGN
The aims of the school and the key principles underpinning the school’s ethos, its vision and
values and, indeed, all aspects of the life and work of the school are:






to create an environment within which all young people at Currie Community High
School are challenged and supported to: attain qualifications at the highest level
possible; to achieve their full potential through a range of opportunities for personal
development; to develop skills for learning, life and work and become successful
learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens; and
move into positive and sustained destinations.
to promote equality and inclusion; celebrate diversity; and remove barriers to learning.
to promote Learning for Sustainability (outdoor learning, global citizenship, education
for sustainable development) and Social Justice.
to journey towards excellence for all and in all areas of the school’s life and work
including learning and teaching and the curriculum.

Our vision is to provide an enjoyable and engaging curriculum which allows us to realise
these ambitious aims. Our curriculum provides depth, breadth, challenge and progression at
all levels; it promotes choice and allows specialisation; and it is coherent and relevant.
We aim for excellence in learning and teaching and expect all learners to be actively engaged
in their own learning. We expect all learners to achieve a qualification in literacy and
numeracy; we expect all learners to monitor and track their progress in health and well-being
across the 4 contexts for learning and staff to support this; we expect all learners to attain
qualifications at the highest level possible. The curriculum is the vehicle through which our
aims are met and through which our pupils are supported to become successful learners,
confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens who move into positive
and sustained destinations when they leave school.
DYW is becoming one of the main drivers in shaping Currie’s learning journey through the
3-18 curriculum, providing focus on developing skills, industry-recognised qualifications,
work placements and STEM, whilst being a strategy for raising attainment. Opportunities for
learners to develop the key transferrable skills of employability, communication, problem
solving, working with others and self-awareness, which is at the heart of DYW, will
influence their employment, further and/or higher education, and are supported through the
new standards in Career Education (3-18) and Work Placements. Currie and our students can
access networks to engage with a range of people, such as employers, college and SDS, to
develop flexible and deeper learning opportunities, such as Go4Set, Enterprise in Schools,
Career Ready and within the School/College Partnership. Tailoring preparation for the world
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of work, not just within Personal & Social Education, but throughout the learner’s journey is
a key element in Developing our Young Workforce. Currie is developing a flexible
curriculum and opportunities for individual learner pathways, to gain the skills and
experiences that can influence their positive destination.
The Senior Phase – S4-S6
The Senior Phase aims to offer our young people the opportunity to extend and deepen their
learning as they begin to build their portfolios of qualifications. These qualifications will
recognise their learning, enable them to continue to develop skills and offer pathways to
support positive destinations – whether that is Further Education, Higher Education or
Employment.
In planning our Senior Phase we also take account of our local context. Attainment levels at
Currie are consistently well above national and city averages at every stage and the stay-on
rate post 16 is very high, with many pupils going on to study in Further and Higher
Education. It is important that we are able to support these aspirations.
The Senior Phase aims to:








continue to develop the four capacities and continue to develop each young person’s
individual potential.
continue to have opportunities that reinforce pupils’ broader learning and
achievements through a range of experiences including Skills for Learning, Skills foR
Life and Skills for Work.
have opportunities to maintain and enhance pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills.
start building their lifelong portfolio of qualifications and receive recognition of
achievement, recognising both attainment/qualifications and wider achievement.
have opportunities to study at as advanced a level as possible with a high degree of
rigour.
be flexible and offer different pathways to the next stage whether in Higher or Further
Education, Employment or Training.
support young people to achieve a positive and sustained destination.

The recommendations from DYW, the Career Education Standard (3-14), the Work
Placement Standard and Regional Skills Assessments are shaping developments in the SP
curriculum.
In February/March of S3, a review of learning takes place in all classes and pupils, in
consultation with their Pupil Support Leader, consider pathways into the Senior Phase. The
Reviews of Learning are used, alongside pupils’ own records of their progress in skill
development and within the 4 capacities from their Planners, to construct their S3 Profile.
All this evidence provides the starting point for the discussion in the pupil’s individual
Course Choice meeting with their PSL / SfLL / Year Head about subject choice and the
appropriate Pathways as outlined above.
The range of courses on offer to pupils in the Senior Phase has been extended (JET, xl, Sports
Leaders, Creative Industries, Music Technology, college options, work experience) and will
continue to be extended as much as resources and opportunity allow.
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At the end of S4 a further review of learning takes place and students will select courses for
S5 or move on to a positive destination. At this stage they will be able to choose courses up
to and including courses at level 6 (Higher). In S5, we expect all students to have a full
timetable. Students may follow Pathway 1 or Pathway 2 as in S4.
As students move into S6, a further review of learning takes place in order to consider
pathways which will support them into a positive destination post school. In S6, some
students may choose to have up to 5 or 10 hours study time/community service time if they
are studying 3 Advanced Highers or 4 Highers. S6 students may follow Pathway 1 or
Pathway 2.
All students in the Senior Phase may follow Pathway 1 or Pathway 2 and may move from one
to the other at the next transition point i.e. S5  S6.

THE 4 CONTEXTS OF LEARNING
In addition to the programmes and courses outlined above, the value of other educational
experiences is recognised. Currie has a long, rich history of promoting learning for
sustainability and social justice and our values alongside the principles enshrined in these
underpin the ethos and life of the school; IDL and deeper learning experiences; and
opportunities for personal achievement.
The 4 contexts of learning are:
Curriculum areas, subjects and courses; the Ethos and life of the school as a community; IDL;
and Opportunities for Personal Achievement.


The Ethos and life of the school as a community
Pupils are encouraged to contribute to the school community at every stage.
Our shared vision and values are communicated and promoted through Assemblies,
through tutor time, through Personal and Social Education programmes and through a
clear H&WB and LfS focus in programmes and courses across all curricular areas.
Currie pupils are responsible, respectful, insightful and caring individuals who actively
and willingly contribute to the life and work of the school community by participating
in, amongst other things, the Pupil Councils, committees, Peer Support Programme and
Charity fundraisers. Pupil engagement in initiatives such as Mentors in Violence
Prevention, Time for Reflection Assemblies and peer education has had a palpable
impact on school ethos. Clubs such as Fair Trade, Eco schools and the GSA group help
to promote equality, inclusion and diversity, and many pupils participate in clubs and
activities. A significant number of pupils participate in the School Shows and in the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.
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Interdisciplinary Learning, Deeper Learning Experiences and Opportunities for
Personal Achievement
Interdisciplinary learning approaches are used to connect learning across subject areas
and relate learning to school and wider social contexts.
Exciting skills based IDL/Deeper Learning Experiences with a creativity, STEM and/or
LfS theme have been introduced in S1 and S2. These are being clearly monitored and
evaluated.
All Deeper Learning Experiences are designed to ensure that our young people develop
key skills for learning, life and work as well as the attributes and capabilities
underpinning the 4 capacities.
A significant number of IDL experiences permeate on courses and programmes at all
levels.

Deeper Learning Experiences at CCHS in the Senior Phase

S4

●




S5

●

S6

●












JET programme (10 students)
Bronze/Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award
XL Programme (10-15 pupils)
Career Ready Programme (10 students)
Silver/Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Cool, Calm and Connected Peer Supporters’ Training
JET programme
Mentors in Violence Prevention
Prefect Roles
John Byrne Award
Youth Philanthropy Initiative
Silver/Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Saltire Award through Community Service
Prefect Roles
Mentors in Violence Prevention

LEARNING AND TEACHING
The curriculum can only be successful if it is delivered through excellent learning and
teaching with planned, proportionate, valid, reliable and manageable assessment. This is at
the heart of our curriculum. Self-evaluation runs through all aspects of our work and staff in
Currie Community High School are constantly evaluating the learning experience which is
provided in order to improve it and incorporate new and imaginative ways of engaging and
supporting learners. A wide range of teaching strategies is employed in lessons: assessment
for learning techniques, direct teaching, collaborative learning, active learning, use of ICT,
10

taking learning out of the classroom, bringing experts into the classroom ….. all of which are
designed to actively engage pupils in their own learning. The school is data rich and
observations, surveys and feedback are all used as we endeavour to improve the learning
experience and all staff readily engage with continuous professional development in order to
enhance practice.
Our aim at Currie is to provide a curriculum which is inclusive, enables all pupils to
achieve their maximum potential and is relevant to life in modern society. Our
curriculum provides depth, breadth, challenge, enjoyment and progression at all
levels; it promotes choice and allows specialisation; it enables pupils to work
towards fulfilling their aspirations.
We aim for excellence in learning and teaching and expect all pupils to be actively
engaged in their own learning. We expect all pupils to achieve a qualification in
literacy and numeracy; we expect all pupils to attain qualifications at the highest
level possible. The curriculum is the vehicle through which our pupils are supported
to become successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and
responsible citizens who move into positive and sustained destinations when they
leave school.

USEFUL LINKS
The following links are provided for further information:










My World of Work is a substantial portal containing a wealth of career and
study advice:
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
The Parentzone section of Learning and Teaching Scotland’s website:
www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/index.asp
Curriculum for Excellence ‘Building the Curriculum’ documents:
www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence
PlanItPlus is a useful resource in linking school subject choice to possible
employment/further study areas.
http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/subjects/
A Parental Toolkit on Curriculum for Excellence has been produced
by Learning and Teaching Scotland:
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/whatiscurriculumforexc
ellence/index.asp
Information on the Experiences and Outcomes for Curricular Areas:
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/howisthecurriculumorg
anised/curriculumareas/
Assessment and qualification information:
www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/2941.html and
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/8631.761.html
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Summary of the curriculum and National Qualifications
Level
Early
First
Second
Third and Fourth

Stage
The pre-school years and P1, or later for some.
To the end of P4, but earlier or later for some.
To the end of P7, but earlier or later for some.
S1 to S3, but earlier for some. The fourth level
broadly equates to Standard Credit and Qualifications
Framework (SCQF) level 4.
The fourth level experiences and outcomes are
intended to provide possibilities for choice and young
people's programmes may not include all of the
fourth level outcomes.
S4 to S6, and college or other means of study.

Senior phase

It is in the Senior Phase that pupils sit examinations.
Table showing the Levels appropriate at each stage of education from 3 - 18

Broad General Education

Senior Phase

Year

S1

S4

Content

Second, Third and Fourth level
Experiences and Outcomes;
some National 5 level work for
our most able pupils.

S2

S3

S5

S6

National 3, National 4, National 5,
Higher and Advanced Higher

Note
‘Highers’ remain the ‘gold standard’ in Scottish Education. National 5 Qualifications provide
an excellent route to Higher. The new Highers will be introduced in all subjects by session
2015-16
‘Advanced Highers’ are studied in S6 by pupils who meet the appropriate entrance standard.
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PART II: SUBJECT NOTES
ENGLISH FACULTY
ENGLISH: NATIONAL 3 and 4
Course Content:
The course is hard work but students will enjoy the challenge that comes from exploring complex ideas in
straightforward fiction and non-fiction and from working more independently.
Students will study different types of texts. These could include: a series of poems, a series of short stories, a
novel, a play or a film.
Assessment:
The course is internally assessed so students are able to experiment and practise skills without exam pressure.
However, they must pass all the mandatory unit assessments at the appropriate level to achieve the full course
award.
National 3 has three separate units. National 4 has four separate units. These are:
Analysis and Evaluation
 This focuses on reading and listening.
 Students have to analyse style and ideas of writers.
 Part one is reading an unseen passage of text and answering questions on it.
 Part two is listening to an audio clip and answering questions on it.
Creative and Production
 This focuses on writing and talking.
 Part one is delivering a solo talk or taking part in a group discussion.
 Part two is producing a piece of writing under controlled conditions.
Literacy
This unit asks students to demonstrate their basic literacy skills in the following ways:
 Read and answer questions on a non-fiction text.
 Listen to spoken texts and show understanding through answering questions.
 Write clear accurate non-fiction texts of their own.
 Present information orally (solo talk or group discussion).
 Parts of this are assessed naturally within the other units. Class teachers will use their discretion with
this and assess separately as required.
Added Value (National 4)
 This is an independent project, chosen by the students.
 They have to demonstrate their language skills by:
o Researching two texts which explore a similar theme or topic.
o Presenting their results in a piece of extended writing and answering questions on it.
Homework:
The variety and amount of homework will be determined by the organisation and nature of the course units. It
may include independent reading of the class text or editing their own written work for final assessment. It will
also be expected that assessment revision activities will be completed.
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ENGLISH: NATIONAL 5
Course Content:
The course is challenging but students will enjoy the pace and depth of studying texts more thoroughly. They
will study two different genres of texts; one of these will be from the list of Scottish set texts prescribed by the
SQA. These could include: a series of poems, a series of short stories, a novel, a play or a film. Students have to
be able to write a critical essay on one of their texts, and answer critical questions on the themes, ideas and
language of the set text they have studied. They will also continue to develop their reading skills as they
regularly work with challenging non-fiction articles to answer questions which test their understanding, their
ability to analyse language and their ability to give an evaluative response.
Assessment:
The course assessment has four components.
Component
Component 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation

Marks
30

Component 2: Critical Reading

40

Component 3: Portfolio–writing

30

Component 4: Performance–spoken language

Achieved/ not achieved

The Exam
This comprises of two papers:
Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (1 hour)
Students will have to answer a series of questions on an unseen passage of non-fiction.
This is worth 30% of their final grade.
Paper 2: Critical Reading (1 hour 30 minutes)
Students will answer a series of critical questions about their set Scottish text or texts.
They will then write a critical essay on the other text they have studied in class.
This is worth 40% of their final grade.
The Folio
Students have to produce two pieces of writing for this: one broadly creative and one broadly discursive and this
is worth 30% of their final grade.
Performance
The spoken language performance comprises the skills of talking and listening. There are four aspects to the
spoken language performance, and candidates must achieve them all. These are:
 employs detailed and relevant ideas and/or information using a structure appropriate to purpose and
audience
 communicates meaning effectively through the selection and use of detailed spoken language
 uses aspects of non-verbal communication
 demonstrates listening skills by responding to spoken language
In this assessment candidates have to either take part in a group discussion or prepare and deliver a presentation.
They must show that they can listen and respond to others as part of their assessment regardless of which
platform they choose.
Homework:
The variety and amount of homework will be determined by the organisation and nature of the course. Students
will have to do reading and written homework on the literary texts studied in class. Critical Essays will need to
be prepared for thoroughly. Practice work in Reading for UAE, Critical Questions and folio preparation will
also sometimes be set for homework.
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ENGLISH: HIGHER
Course Content:
The course is extremely challenging but students will build on their skills from National 5 through the study of
more advanced texts. They will study two or three different genre of texts, one of these will be from the list of
Scottish set texts prescribed by the SQA. Students have to be able to write a critical essay on one of their texts,
and answer critical questions on the themes, ideas and language of the set text they have studied. Students will
also continue to develop their reading skills as they regularly work with increasingly challenging non-fiction
articles to answer questions which test their understanding, their ability to analyse language and their ability to
give an evaluative response. Finally, they will continue to develop their writing skills through the production of
a folio which should illustrate their ability to write in a mature and stylish manner.

Internal course assessments are currently being reviewed by the SQA but will focus on the development of core
literacy skills for learning, life and work. Again, this will be building on the skills they were assessed on at
National 5. Students will have to demonstrate their ability to:




Read complex texts and answer analytical and evaluative questions on them.
Deliver a solo talk/ presentation or take part in an in-depth group discussion.
Produce detailed written pieces under controlled conditions.

Final grades are currently made up of the following two components and this gives a guide to what Higher
students are likely to be expected to complete following the SQA review process.
The Exam
This comprises of two papers:
Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (1 hour 30 minutes)
Students firstly have to answer a series of questions on an unseen passage of non-fiction text.
They then have to read a second passage and compare and contrast this with the first piece.
This is worth 30% of their final grade.
Paper 2: Critical Reading (1 hour 30 minutes)
Students will answer a series of critical questions about their set Scottish text or texts.
They will then write a critical essay on a text they have studied in class.
This is worth 40% of their final grade.
The Folio
Students have to produce two pieces of writing for this: one broadly creative and one broadly discursive and this
is worth 30% of their final grade.
Homework:
Higher pupils will have homework every week. There may be a considerable amount at times and students
should regularly revise their notes and learning on top of this. Details of key deadlines are issued at the start of
the course. Students will have to do reading and written homework on the literary texts studied in class. Critical
Essays will need to be prepared for thoroughly. Practice work in Reading for UAE, Set Text Questions and folio
preparation will also sometimes be set.
Course Requirements:
Students must have at least a C at National 5 to attempt the course. Many students who have performed well in
National 5 will still find the demands of Higher English much more challenging. It may be that students choose
to attempt the course over two years if they are struggling to meet the standards.
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ENGLISH: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content:
There are two units in the course:
 Analysis and Evaluation (Textual Analysis and Literary Study)
 Creation and Production (Writing)
We welcome students who have passed Higher English in S5 onto this course in S6. As one would expect, the
course is literature-based.
There is a compulsory dissertation of at least 2500 words on a literary subject or writer(s) of the student's
individual choice, to be submitted to the SQA for assessment.
A compulsory folio of creative writing is built up during the year and two pieces are submitted to the SQA for
assessment.
An author’s work is studied (drama or prose or poetry) involving a selection of texts by the author. In the final
exam, students will write a comparative critical essay on this author.
In Textual Analysis, pupils will demonstrate their ability to read, respond to and analyse extracts from an
“unseen” poem or prose or drama extract and will have a textual analysis paper in the final exam.
Assessment:
The dissertation accounts for 30% of the overall assessment.
The writing portfolio accounts for 30% of the overall assessment.
Internal assessment of Literature involves a comparative critical essay, a research plan for the dissertation and a
redrafted piece of writing with reflection. The external literature paper requires candidates to do a critical essay
on the chosen author and a textual analysis.
For the writing folio, students will build a folio ranging from discursive to reflective to creative. TWO of these
pieces of writing will be submitted to the SQA for assessment.

Homework:
Independent preparations for the dissertation will take up the bulk of student time at home. There are rigorous
deadlines along the way for this task and these must be adhered to. Each student will be assigned a departmental
mentor with whom to consult regarding content and quality of the dissertation during production. The student is
expected to take responsibility for arranging these consultation periods. Work will also need to be done to
consolidate class discussion and revise notes in preparation for the internal assessment of the literary study. The
writing portfolio will also demand homework time.
Course Requirements:
The course is open to all students who achieve at least a C pass at Higher. Interest and commitment are the key
requirements – we want you to enjoy the course but also feel the challenge of work at this level. With the
opportunity for independent study, the participation in a small class and the academic discipline of the
dissertation, this course provides excellent preparation for university and the demands made on students there.

16

EXPRESSIVE ARTS FACULTY
ART & DESIGN: NATIONAL 3 & 4
Course Content:
The main elements of NQ courses in Art & Design are Expressive, Design and Art and Design
Studies. Candidates undertaking the course are required to demonstrate breadth and balance of
experience in each of these areas. This should be achieved by incorporating 2D and 3D work, use of
technology, experimentation with various media and related critical activity. Candidates will produce
two separate folios of evidence drawn from their best work in Expressive and Design activity.
Students are expected to follow a strict Timeline which is distributed at the beginning of the course.
Each folio should be presented as a themed, coherent and structured unit displaying skill and
creativity.
Expressive Folio: The general aim of this Expressive Unit is to develop learners’ ability to produce
expressive ideas and development work in response to given stimuli. Learners will investigate the
things that influenced and inspired artists’ work, and develop an understanding of how they have used
art materials, techniques and/or technology. Still life and Portraiture are the disciplines followed at
CCHS.
In this Unit, learners will be required to provide evidence of:
 a basic understanding of artists’ work and the influences on their practice
 a series of observational drawings and studies in response to stimuli
 using a variety of art materials, techniques and/or technology creatively for expressive
 effect in their work
 presenting facts and opinions about their own work and the work of other artists.
Design Folio: The general aim of this Design Unit is to develop learners’ ability to develop creative
design ideas in response to a given brief. Learners will explore how designers develop and create
their ideas. They will consider the design choices and opportunities in the brief before developing
their own creative design ideas, showing understanding of basic design issues. Architectural and
Fashion design are the options available.
In this Unit, learners will be required to provide evidence of:
 a basic understanding of designers’ work and the influences on their design practice
 skills in investigating and researching the requirements of a design brief
 skilled and creative use of design materials, techniques and/or technology developing
imaginative design ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats in response to the brief
 ability to present facts and opinions about their own work and the work of other designers.
Added Value (National 4):
Outcome 1: Produce an expressive outcome in response to chosen theme or stimuli.
Outcome 2: Produce a design outcome in response to chosen design brief.
Possible Careers in Art & Design:
 Visual Artist (painter, sculptor, printmaker, illustrator etc)
 Designer (graphics, product, fashion, costume, jewellery, millinery etc)
 Architect (including landscape, interior etc)
 Photographer (documentary, commercial etc)
 Film-maker/animator/games designer
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ART & DESIGN: NATIONAL 5
Course Content:
The main elements of NQ courses in Art & Design are Expressive, Design and Art and Design
Studies. Candidates undertaking the course are required to demonstrate breadth and balance of
experience in each of these areas. This should be achieved by incorporating 2D and 3D work, use of
technology, experimentation with various media and related critical activity. Candidates will produce
two separate folios of evidence drawn from their best work in Expressive and Design activity.
Students are expected to follow a strict Timeline which is distributed at the beginning of the course.
Each folio should be presented as a themed, coherent and structured unit displaying skill and
creativity.
Course assessment structure:
Component 1 — practical portfolio, 200 marks
Component 2 — question paper, 50 marks
Total marks: 250
Component 1: ‘Expressive Folio’, 100 marks.
Section 1 titled ‘process’- 40 marks
Section 2 titled ‘skills’ – 50 marks
Section 3 titled ‘evaluation’ – 10 marks
Marks will be awarded for:
 A selection of investigative research and development ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats which
relates to the expressive stimuli
 A resolved piece of Expressive art in either 2D or 3D – normally Portraiture or Still Life
 An Evaluation of their work, describing the things that inspired their work and what influenced
their creative choices and decisions
Component 1: ‘Design Folio’, 100 marks. Marks will be awarded for:
 A selection of investigative design research and development ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats
which relate to the design brief
 A design solution in either 2D or 3D – normally Architecture or Fashion
 An evaluation of their work, describing the things that inspired their work and what influenced
their design choices and decisions
Component 2: ‘Art & Design Studies: Question Paper’, 50 marks
The purpose of this written exam is to assess learners’ knowledge and understanding of Art and
Design practice, and their ability to critically analyse and respond to examples of art and design work.
The question paper will have two Sections, Expressive and Design, which are equally weighted.
Candidates will demonstrate:
 The ability to reflect, critically analyse, and evaluate how artists and designers have used
materials, techniques and/or technology for visual impact and creative and/or functional effect
 Knowledge and understanding of the influences on Art and Design practice
Comments:
Candidates are expected to take advantage of the close proximity to the excellent art galleries in
Edinburgh including the National Art Collection. This is important in helping learners to develop an
appreciation and understanding of Art & Design culture. Membership of the Fine Art Library is
recommended – this specialist library is a valuable resource. Much of the necessary research and
investigation must occur in the learner’s own time both for written elements and practical outcomes.
Possible Careers in Art & Design:

Visual Artist (painter, sculptor, printmaker, illustrator etc)

Designer (graphics, product, fashion, costume, jewellery, millinery etc)

Architect (including landscape, interior etc)

Photographer (documentary, commercial etc)

Film-maker/animator/games designer
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ART & DESIGN: HIGHER
Course Content:
The main elements of NQ courses in Art & Design are Expressive, Design and Art and Design
Studies. Candidates undertaking the course are required to demonstrate breadth and balance of
experience in each of these areas. This should be achieved by incorporating 2D and 3D work, use of
technology, experimentation with various media and related critical activity. Candidates will produce
two separate folios of evidence drawn from their best work in Expressive and Design activity.
Students are expected to follow a strict Timeline which is distributed at the beginning of the course.
Each folio should be presented as a themed, coherent and structured unit displaying skill and
creativity.
Course assessment structure:
Component 1 — practical portfolio, 160 marks
Component 2 — question paper, 60 marks

Total marks: 220

Component 1: ‘Expressive Folio’, 80 marks. Marks will be awarded for:
 A selection of investigative research and development ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats which
relates to the expressive stimuli
 An accomplished expressive outcome in either 2D or 3D – normally Portraiture or Still Life
 An Evaluation of their work, describing what inspired their work and what influenced their
creative choices and decisions
Component 1: ‘Design Folio’, 80 marks. Marks will be awarded for:
 A selection of investigative design research and development ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats
which relate to the design brief
 A design solution in either 2D or 3D – normally Architecture or Fashion
 An evaluation of their work, describing what inspired their work and what influenced their
design choices and decisions
Component 2: ‘Art & Design Studies: Question Paper’, 60 marks
The purpose of this written exam is to assess learners’ knowledge and understanding of Art and
Design practice, and their ability to critically analyse and respond to examples of art and design work.
The question paper will have two Sections, Expressive and Design, which are equally weighted.
Candidates will demonstrate:
 The ability to reflect, critically analyse, and evaluate how artists and designers have used
materials, techniques and/or technology for visual impact and creative and/or functional effect
 Knowledge and understanding of the influences on Art and Design practice
Comments:
Candidates are expected to take advantage of the close proximity to the excellent art galleries in
Edinburgh including the National Art Collection. This is important in helping learners to develop an
appreciation and understanding of Art & Design culture. Membership of the Fine Art Library is
recommended – this specialist library is a valuable resource. Much of the necessary research and
investigation must occur in the learner’s own time both for written elements and practical outcomes.
Possible Careers in Art & Design:
 Visual Artist (painter, sculptor, printmaker, illustrator etc)
 Designer (graphics, product, fashion, costume, jewellery, millinery etc)
 Architect (including landscape, interior etc)
 Photographer (documentary, commercial etc)
 Film-maker/animator/games designer
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ART & DESIGN: ADVANCED HIGHER
Requirements for entry into Advanced Higher Art & Design would be a good pass at Higher
(normally A or B). There is also added responsibility for students to work equivalent time on
their own, complementing the studio time on their timetable. Students wishing to apply for
Art College or similar will be encouraged to attend life drawing or supplementary portfolio
preparation courses. Sketchbooks should be kept to enhance course work. There are 4
different course options to suit the candidate’s ability, preference and requirements.
1.

Practical Folio – EXPRESSIVE Enquiry (80 hours)
 Statement of Intent
 Folio of 2D/ 3D artwork including Investigation, Development and Solution/s (10 –
18 A1 sheets)

Plus either
Related Activity – Visual Arts Studies: Expressive Essay (40hours)
 2000 words
Or
Practical Folio – Activity, Design (40 hours)
 Folio of 2D/3D design work including Investigation, Development and
Solution/s
(4 – 6 A1 sheets)

OR
2.

Practical Folio – DESIGN Enquiry (80 hours)
 Statement of Intent
 Folio of 2D/3D design work including Investigation, Development and Solution/s (10
– 18 A1 sheets)

Plus either
Related Activity – Design Studies: Essay (40 hours)
 2000 words
Or
Practical Folio – Activity, Expressive (40 hours)
 Statement of Intent
 Folio of 2D/3D artwork incl. Investigation, Development and Solution/s
(4 – 6 A1 sheets)
Further Information:

AH Art & Design is a self-directed and personal course for which candidates have to take
responsibility. They are expected to take advantage of the close proximity to the excellent art
galleries in Edinburgh including the National Art Collection. This is important in helping
budding artists and designers to develop an appreciation and understanding of Art & Design
culture. Membership of the Fine Art Library is recommended – this specialist library is a
valuable resource. Much of the necessary research and investigation must occur in the
learner’s own time both for written elements and practical outcomes.
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DRAMA: NATIONAL 3 AND 4
Overview.
National 3 and 4 Drama provides opportunities for pupils to progress from BGE to develop skills in
creating and presenting drama. The Course focuses on the development and use of drama and
production skills and is practical and experiential.
As pupils develop practical skills in creating and presenting drama, they will also develop an
understanding of cultural and social influences on drama. Pupils will explore and reflect on how the
use of self-expression, language and movement can develop their ideas for drama. Pupils will
develop thinking skills as they explore, develop and use drama skills.
Drama Skills
In this Unit, pupils will explore and develop drama skills and ways of communicating thoughts and
ideas to an audience. They will learn how to respond to stimuli. They will also learn how to develop
portrayal of character and will develop knowledge of form, structure, genre and style when creating
and presenting drama. Pupils will develop knowledge of social and cultural influences on drama.
They will also learn how to reflect on their own progress and that of other pupils.
Learners will provide evidence of:






ideas in response to stimuli
development of drama skills in order to communicate ideas effectively
contribution to the planning necessary to devise drama, exploring form, genre, structure and
style.
effective application of drama skills
Reflection on their contribution to the drama process and that of their peers

Drama: Production Skills
In this Unit, pupils will explore and develop production skills. They will use these skills to enhance
drama when presenting. Learners will use problem solving skills in order to generate ideas for
presenting drama.
Learners will provide evidence of:





Responding to stimuli, creating ideas for an acting role or production role (lighting, sound,
costume, make up, props)
Research and development of performance concept
Application of production skills to carry out acting or production role in a performance
Evaluation of use of production skills

Added value unit: Drama: Performance (National 4)
This unit adds value by introducing challenge and application. Pupils will draw on and extend their
knowledge and apply their production skills in a drama performance. The unit will focus on the
process and product of learning. The performance will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for
personalisation and choice.

21

DRAMA: NATIONAL 5
Overview.
National 5 Drama provides opportunities for pupils to progress from National 4 to develop skills in
creating and presenting drama. The Course focuses on the development and use of a range of drama
skills and production skills to present drama and is practical and experiential.
Pupils will also develop knowledge and understanding of cultural and social influences on drama. We
will analyse and evaluate how the use of self-expression, language and movement can develop our
ideas. Pupils will develop critical thinking skills as they investigate, develop and apply a range of
drama skills.
Learners will :
 explore and develop a range of drama skills to communicate thoughts and ideas to an audience.
 develop a range of skills as an actor and respond to stimuli, including text.
 develop portrayal of character in a range of ways and develop knowledge and understanding of
form, structure, genre and style when creating and presenting drama.
 develop knowledge and understanding of social and cultural influences on drama.
 learn how to evaluate their own progress and that of other learners.
 develop a range of production skills.
 use these skills to enhance drama when presenting.
 use problem-solving skills in order to generate ideas for presenting drama.
They will show evidence of this through:
 Responding to a range of stimuli creating ideas for an acting role and production role (lighting,
sound, make up, props, costume, set)
 development of at least two drama skills in order to communicate ideas effectively
 contribution to the detailed research and planning necessary to devise drama, exploring a range
of form, genre, structure and style.
 effective application of more than one drama skill
 Working as part of a Production Team
 Application of production skills to carry out two selected production roles in performance
 Evaluation of their contribution to the drama process and that of their peers
 Evaluation of use of production skills
Course assessment
Course Assessment will be a Performance and a Question Paper.
The Performance is worth 60% of the total mark and has two Sections:
 Section 1 – titled “Performance” will have 50 marks
 Section 2 – titled “Preparation for Performance” will have 10 marks
The Performance takes place just prior to the SQA exam diet and is in front of an invited audience
and Visiting Assessor.
The Question paper is worth 40% of the total mark and takes place during the main SQA exam diet.
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DRAMA: HIGHER
Course Overview
Higher Drama enables students to extend the Creative Drama Skills developed at National 5 level
and to develop skills in creating and presenting drama. The course focuses on the development and
use of complex drama skills and production skills. The course is practical and experiential. Students
will also develop knowledge and understanding of the cultural and social influences on drama,
analysing and evaluating how the use of self-expression, language and movement can develop their
ideas for drama. Students will develop critical thinking skills as they investigate and develop
complex drama skills.
The Aims of the course are to enable students to:
 Generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama
 Develop knowledge and understanding of complex social and cultural influences on drama
 Develop complex skills in presenting drama
 Develop knowledge and understanding of complex production skills when presenting drama.
 Explore form, structure, genre and style.
For 2017-18, the course is divided into two component units and a course assessment
Drama Skills (Higher)
Students will develop the skills, knowledge and understanding to create and present drama through
the use of complex drama skills. Students respond to text, generate ideas and use complex drama
skills to portray character. Students explore the social and cultural influences on drama and learn
how to analyse and evaluate their use of drama skills and the drama skills of others. Assessment is
continuous, in the form of a Folio, which is internally assessed.
Production Skills (Higher)
Students develop knowledge and understanding of complex production skills. They use these skills to
enhance drama when presenting. Students work with others in the following production areas:
acting and/or design and/or directing. They learn how to evaluate their progress and that of other
students. Assessment is continuous, in the form of a Folio, which is internally assessed.
Course Assessment (Higher)
There are two components: A Question paper (40%) and a Performance (60%).
Textual analysis and Performance Analysis assessed in the Question paper, through two essays in
controlled conditions during the main exam diet. Theatre visits are a pre-requisite of this course, to
be able to complete Section 2 of the written paper.
For the Performance, students will select texts to explore in depth from the perspective of an Actor,
Director, or Designer. They will research the chosen text(s) and the participate in the processes used
to reach their acting, directing or design concept for the performance. This will culminate in a
performance which is examined by an external examiner at some point between early March and
late April.
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DRAMA: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Overview
The course is divided into two component units and one course assessment
Unit 1 –
In this unit, students use skills of creative drama and dramaturgy to explore a selected theme, a
range of which are prescribed by the SQA. They must identify and select source materials related to
the chosen theme in order to explore their use within a theatrical presentation. Students will
investigate, through practical experimentation, how the selected source materials may be ordered
into a piece of coherent theatre. This unit is assessed by an end of unit Final Evaluation of the
process and presentation which demonstrates that the student has met the performance criteria for
each Outcome.
Unit 2 –In this unit, students are presented with an overview of 20th Century theories of directing
and acting in order to study and explore the theories and practices of two leading 20th Century
theatre practitioners selected from a prescribed list. Students should be able to translate theory
into practice from the perspectives of actor and director and should investigate the influence of
these practitioners on current theatre practice within and outwith Scotland. This unit is assessed on
a continuous basis by the completion of a folio of written or taped evidence which demonstrates
that the student has met the performance criteria for each Outcome.
Course Assessment
Performance Assessment (60%)
Project: Dissertation (40%)
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DANCE: National 5
Course Content
National 5 Dance encourages learners to become successful, independent and creative in
their use of dance. The course includes active involvement in creative activities and
performance and the creative use of technical and choreographic dance skills
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:
♦ demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of dance ♦ develop a range of
technical dance skills ♦ develop performance skills to enhance performance ♦ develop
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of dance practice ♦ understand and apply
knowledge of a range of choreographic skills to create a dance ♦ evaluate own work and
the work of others ♦ co-operate, support and work with others ♦ consider how theatre arts
can enhance a performance ♦ apply the principles of safe dance practice
The course is suitable for all learners with an interest in dance, or for those hoping to
progress onto higher levels of study. The qualification is highly accessible, with
opportunities for personalisation choice.
Future Study within this subject
 Higher Dance
 SESAP: Acting & Performance or Media & Communications
 Further study, employment and/or training
Possible Careers within this subject area:
Dance teacher/ coach; Choreographer; Arts administration; Yoga/Pilates instruction; Dance
photographer/videographer; Physical therapist or dance medicine specialist; Performer;
Dance critic; Labanotation (dance notation)
Course assessment
Practical Activity – 65 marks (45% of total)
The Practical Activity has 65 marks and is worth 45% of the overall course award. There are two
sections: choreography and choreography review.
Section 1: Choreography (35 marks)
Candidates create and present a dance for 2 people, lasting between 1 minute 30 seconds and 2
minutes.
Section 2: Choreography review (30 marks)
Candidates produce an extended response (750 – 1500 words long) which reviews the choreography
they have created and their skills as a choreographer.
The practical activity is marked collaboratively by an SQA visiting assessor and a centre assessor.
Performance – 35 marks (35% of total)
The performance is worth 35% of the overall course award. It is a tutor-choreographed technical
solo in a selected dance style. It must be between 1 minute 30 seconds and 2 minutes long. The
performance is marked collaboratively by an SQA visiting assessor and a centre assessor.
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MUSIC: NATIONAL 3 AND 4
3 Units
Performing Skills
Composing Skills
Understanding Music
+
Added Value Unit - Performance
What skills will I develop?
 sufficiently accurate performing skills in solo and/or group settings on two selected instruments
or on one instrument and voice
 the ability to create original music using straightforward compositional methods and music
concepts when composing, arranging or improvising
 knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural factors influencing music
 knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music
 identifying level-specific annotated music signs, symbols, concepts and styles
 understanding the creative process and expressing him or herself through music
 critical and analytical listening skills and evaluation for improvement
 personal creativity and applying music concepts to personal practice
What will I experience during the course?
 Active and independent learning through self and peer evaluations
 A blend of classroom approaches including practical and experiential learning; using music
technology such as audio recordings, computer music programmes
 Collaborative learning: with others in multi-instrument groups; shared listening experiences;
whole class discussion and exploration; group improvisation; curricular links with the expressive
arts and languages
 Space for personalisation and choice: learners may choose research and presentation methods,
musical pieces, composition style
 Applying learning
 Embedding literacy and numeracy skills: researching and presenting information; evaluating;
communicating.
Assessment
 To gain National 3 or 4, learners must pass all Units
 Units are assessed as pass or fail by the school/centre (following SQA external quality assurance
to meet national standards)
 Unit assessment (or ‘evidence of learning’) will demonstrate performing competence in two
instruments or one instrument and voice; compositional skills; and evidence of knowledge of
music concepts, literacy, notation, extracts and styles. Evidence may be oral, observational, a
diary or blog or may be gathered through video or audio recordings, presentations, podcasts,
answers to questions and may be stored in an e-portfolio
 The Added Value Unit (Performance) for National 4 will require learners to prepare and perform
a programme of music to teaching staff
 National 3 progress on to National 4.
 National 4 progresses onto National 5
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MUSIC: NATIONAL 5





Performing Skills
Composing Skills
Understanding Music
Added Value Unit - Performance + Question Paper

What skills will I develop?

sufficiently accurate performing skills in solo and/or group settings on two selected
instruments or on one instrument and voice

the ability to create original music using compositional methods and music concepts and
music concepts when composing, arranging or improvising

deeper knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural factors influencing music

deeper knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music

identifying level-specific annotated music signs, symbols, concepts and styles

understanding the creative process and expressing him or herself through music

personal creativity and applying music concepts to personal practice

critical and analytical listening skills and evaluation for improvement
What will I experience during the course?

Active and independent learning through self and peer evaluations, responding to feedback

A blend of classroom approaches including practical and experiential learning; using music
technology such as audio recordings, computer music programmes

Collaborative learning: with others in multi-instrument groups; shared listening experiences;
whole class discussion and exploration; group improvisation; curricular links with the
expressive arts and languages

Space for personalisation and choice: in research methodology, choice of pieces, composition
style

Applying learning

Embedding literacy and numeracy skills: researching and presenting information; evaluating;
communicating.
ASSESSMENT

To gain National 5, learners must pass all Units and the Course Assessment (Question Paper
and Performance)

Units are assessed as pass or fail by the school/centre (following SQA external quality
assurance to meet national standards)

Unit assessment (or ‘evidence of learning’) will demonstrate performing competence in two
instruments or one instrument and voice; compositional skills; and evidence of knowledge of
music concepts, literacy, notation, extracts and styles. Evidence may be oral, observational, a
diary or blog or presentations, podcasts, answers to questions and may be stored in an eportfolio. Digital recordings of performances could be included

The Course Assessment consists of a Question Paper (exam with listening component) and a
Performance (an 8 minute programme of music with two instruments or instrument and
voice).
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MUSIC: HIGHER
Performing Skills, Composing Skills, Understanding Music
Course Assessment: Performance + Question Paper
What skills will I develop?
 preparing and performing a solo and/or group programme of challenging music on two
selected instruments, or on one instrument and voice


performing a variety of challenging music extracts with sufficient accuracy and maintaining
the musical flow



critically reflecting on and evaluating their musical and creative skills and identifying areas
for improvement



applying their understanding of the creative process and composers’ approaches when
composing, arranging or improvising music



analysing the musical impact and effect of social and cultural influences on composers and
their music



creating original music using complex compositional methods and selected music concepts
in creative ways that make musical sense and realise their creative intentions



the ability to recognise, understand and use a range of annotated music signs symbols and
terms



recognising and distinguishing between a range of music concepts and styles of music

Assessment
 To gain Higher, learners must pass all Units and the Course Assessment (Question Paper and
Performance)
 Units are assessed as pass or fail by the school/centre (following SQA external quality assurance
to meet national standards)
 The Course Assessment consists of a Question Paper (exam with listening component) and a
Performance (a 12 minute programme of music with two instruments or instrument and voice).
The performance will have 60 marks (60% of the total marks available for Course assessment).
It will last a total of 12 minutes. Each instrument/voice will be marked out of 30. Learners can
perform the programme of music solo and/or in a group setting.
The performance time on either of the two selected instruments, or instrument and voice, must be a
minimum of four minutes within the overall 12-minute programme. In the performance, learners
will perform a minimum of two contrasting pieces of music on each of the two selected instruments,
or on one selected instrument and voice.
The question paper will assess knowledge and understanding of music, music concepts and musical
literacy from across the Course.
It will be worth 40 marks (40% of the total marks available for Course assessment).
The question paper will be completed in one hour. All questions in the paper will be compulsory.
In the question paper, learners will demonstrate aural discrimination and conceptual knowledge and
understanding of music by responding to questions that relate to musical excerpts and music
concepts and styles.
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MUSIC: ADVANCED HIGHER
Performing, Composing, Listening + Course Assessment: Performance + Question Paper + Commentary
Music: Performing (Advanced Higher)
Performance on two instruments or on one instrument and voice.
Music: Composing (Advanced Higher) (Internally marked as pass/fail)
Candidates at this level will have the opportunity to build competence in handling a wide range of
compositional techniques which they will use to produce a folio of original work. Their broad experience of
Music as performers, music technologists and listeners will help inform their use of compositional techniques.
This area of the Course presents candidates with a unique opportunity to explore musical ideas, to solve
problems and to make personal decisions about style, the selection and deployment of performance forces,
and the use of compositional devices. By engaging in this process they will both develop their creativity and
express their individuality.
Music: Listening (Advanced Higher)
The Course provides scope to listen to a variety of music and to develop discriminatory awareness of a range
of musical and stylistic concepts. In this, as in other Units of the Course, candidates have the opportunity to
develop musical literacy, demonstrating their ability to relate music heard to notated scores. At Advanced
Higher level candidates will have further scope to engage in independent learning, particularly with regard to
the research, preparation and writing of a Commentary.
The Commentary should be between 1500 and 2000 words in length which:

relates to the study of two or more works or movements which allow for detailed and in-depth analysis

gives reasons for the candidate’s choice of works

briefly contextualises the chosen works

analyses each work in terms of a detailed conceptual framework

references conceptual description to manuscript and audio excerpts

makes valid points of comparison between the works chosen in terms of style and use of compositional
techniques

briefly summarises the candidate’s findings and describes the development of the candidate’s conceptual
knowledge and understanding.
Assessment
Course assessment is based on two components, a Question Paper which is externally marked (40 marks) and,
depending on candidate choice of optional Units, either a Practical Performance or a Production Folio, both of
which are externally marked (60 marks).
For all candidates:
a Question Paper, lasting 1 hour, which tests knowledge and understanding of musical concepts and musical
literacy, and has a total of 40 marks available
a Practical Performance Examination, assessed by a Visiting Examiner, and with a total of 60 marks available.
Instrument 1 = 30 marks and Instrument 2 = 30 marks. In the course of the examination the Visiting Examiner
will:

sample and assess approximately 10 minutes from a prepared programme of 15 minutes on one
instrument/voice. The programme must contain at least 2 contrasting pieces.
and, depending on candidate choice of evidence, either

sample and assess approximately 6 minutes from a prepared programme of 10 minutes on a second
instrument. The programme must contain at least 2 contrasting pieces.
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY: NATIONAL 4 & NATIONAL 5
Course Content
Throughout the Music Technology Course students will develop their knowledge and understanding
of music technology and of musical concepts, particularly those relevant to 20th and 21st century
music. Students will develop their technical and creative skills through practical learning in our
purpose built studio and through the use of Ipads and other recording devices. Students will develop
skills in musical analysis in the context of a range of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres
and develop a broad understanding of the music industry, including a basic awareness of
implications of intellectual property rights.
Students will complete the following units:
Music Technology Skills
In this Unit, students will develop a range of skills and techniques relating to the creative use of
music technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. students will explore a
range of uses of this technology through practical activities.
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music
In this Unit, students will develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century musical
styles and genres, and an understanding of how music technology has influenced and been
influenced by 20th and 21st century musical developments. Learners will develop a broad
understanding of the music industry, including a basic awareness of the implications of intellectual
property rights.
Music Technology in Context
In this Unit, students will use music technology skills in a range of contexts such as live performance,
radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, TV themes, adverts and computer gaming.
Added Value Unit: Assignment (National 4)
This Unit requires the learner to apply and integrate skills, knowledge and understanding from the
other Units to plan and carry out a short creative production using music technology.
Assessment
National 4 – Unit Assessment
All Units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in the Unit Specification.
They can be assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by combined assessment.
National 5 - Unit Assessment
All Units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in the Unit Specification.
They can be assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by combined assessment.
Aquestion paper2 and an assignment.3
National 5 - Course Assessment
Question paper – 30 Marks
Practical assignment – 70 marks
Future Study within this subject
National 5 Music Technology
Higher Music Technology
Advanced Higher Music Technology
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY: HIGHER
Course Content and Assessment:
For Higher Music Technology the mandatory units are:




Music Technology Skills
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music
Music Technology in Context

Recommended entry to this course is Standard Grade Credit Level
Course Structure:
Music Technology Skills (Higher)
In this Unit, students will develop a range of skills and techniques relating to the creative use of
music technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. Learners will explore a
range of uses of this technology through practical activities.
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (Higher)
In this Unit, students will develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century musical
styles and genres, and an understanding of how music technology has influenced and been
influenced by 20th and 21st century musical developments. Students will develop a broad
understanding of the music industry, including copyright and intellectual property rights.
Music Technology in Context (Higher)
In this Unit, students will use music technology skills in a range of contexts which may include live
performance, radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, TV themes, adverts and
computer gaming.
Assessment:
Students will be expected to gather evidence throughout the session in relation to their practical
abilities in the studio, their listening skills on the subject of 20th and 21st Century Music and use their
understanding of these to create at least two different recordings.
There will be a 1 hour question paper on the subject of 20th and 21st Century Music.
Homework:
All candidates will, through negotiation, be set targets. To achieve the targets an element of selfsupported study will be essential, both at home and during study periods.
Comments:
Students intending to do this course should preferably have a Credit pass in Standard grade Music, a
desire to learn about the recording industry and develop skills in relation to Music technology.
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HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FACULTY
HEALTH & FOOD TECHNOLOGY – NATIONAL 3/4/5
This National 5/National 4/National 3 courses have six broad and inter-related aims which allow candidates to:







Develop knowledge and understanding of the relationships between health, food and nutrition
Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of food
Make informed food and consumer choices
Develop the skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts
Develop organisational and technological skills to make food products
Develop and apply safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation

Delivered through three topics:
Food For Health - Students will cover topics such as the functions and sources of nutrients, the Scottish Dietary
Goals and Dietary diseases. Students will cook once per week during this unit.
Food Product Development – Students will learn about the food product development stages and the
different functional properties of food e.g. the role of sugar in a baked product. Students will demonstrate
their learning by creating their own food product.
Contemporary Food Issues - Students will learn about 'contemporary food issues' such as Organic and
genetically modified foods. Again, the assessment has been produced by the SQA and students will be asked to
produce a dish which addresses a particular food issue.
NATIONAL 5 ASSESSMENT
Students need to demonstrate and apply their knowledge in each of the 3 units in order for them to be
presented for the final SQA exam. (60 Marks)
Students must also complete an assignment which will be sent to the SQA for marking and will contribute
towards their final grade. (60 Marks)
NATIONAL 4 ASSESSMENT
Students need to pass assessments in all 3 units in order for them to be able to get the course award.
Students must also complete an Added Value Unit at National 4.
NATIONAL 3 ASSESSMENT
Students need to pass assessments in all 3 units in order for them to be able to get the course award.
National 3 Courses are not graded.
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HIGHER HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Course Content:
Higher HFT consists of three component units:
 Food for Health
 Contemporary Food Issues
 Food Product Development

This Course will attract learners who have an interest in developing skills and knowledge
about the relationships between food, nutrition, diet, health, and contemporary food issues
that affect consumer choice. It will also appeal to learners with relevant prior learning
gained through life experience and/or those who enjoy learning through practical activity
and have the ability to work and research independently. The flexible context and breadth
of learning experiences offered should be attractive to a variety of learners.
Analysing dietary needs and gaining understanding of contemporary food issues and
consumer choice encourages critical thinking and develops positive attitudes and values
towards factors which can impact on learners’ own and others’ health, food and consumer
choices.
Assessment:
Currently there are three internal assessments, one at the end of each unit. These Units and
unit assessments will be removed from the Higher course from session 2018-19. The
publication of new and revised Higher materials (from the SQA) are expected in April 2018.
Homework:
The course is intensive and demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals.
Comments:
A high level of commitment is expected from students who take this course. Students
intending to study this course should achieve a National 5 in Health and Food Technology at
grade A or B
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ADVANCED HIGHER HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Course Content:
The Advanced Higher Health and Food Technology Course builds on the knowledge and
skills developed in Higher Health and Food Technology. It aims to build upon and extend
students’ technological capabilities, specialist knowledge and understanding of health and
food technology in a way that recognises problem solving, independent study and objective
thinking as essential skills.
The Course develops and extends students’ knowledge and understanding of the factors
which influence the choices and decisions made by individuals, families and society.
It is made up of two mandatory Units:
• Health and Food Technology: Resource Management
• Health and Food Technology: Practical Research and Dissertation
To the gain the award of the Course, candidates must pass the Unit assessments as well as the
external assessment. External assessment consists of a 2 hour and 20 minute question paper
and a dissertation. The dissertation will be on either a research project or an industrial
placement and will total 100 marks. The question paper tests the students’ ability to select
and apply knowledge to a range of complex problems or situations and to make critical
appraisals and reasoned decisions, which involve using skills of analysis and evaluation.
The course will be taught alongside Higher Health and Food Technology.
Comments
An A or a B pass at Higher level.
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HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL COOKERY: NATIONAL 4/5
Course Content:
The Hospitality Practical Cookery Course consists of three component units:·
·
·

Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes
Understanding and Using Ingredients
Organisational Skills for Cooking

This course is heavily practically orientated and aims to provide the development of the
techniques and skills required for food production appropriate to domestic and hospitality
situations. Written work, research and information seeking skills are developed through the
tasks associated with each unit.
Assessment:
The National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery course is assessed through the following
components:




Question Paper (externally assessed) worth 25% of the Overall Grade
Assignment (externally assessed) worth 13% of the Overall Grade
Practical Activity (internally assessed) worth 62% of Overall Grade

National 4 students must complete an Added Value Unit practical of 1.5 hours to achieve
the overall course award
Homework:
Students are expected to study and revise course work prior to ongoing assessments.
Students are asked to contribute to the cost of foods used and/or bring items of food for
their own selection of practical work. A container for food is required for each practical
cookery lesson.
Comments:
This course would suit students interested in a career in the Tourism/Leisure/Food
Industries, but is also a useful balance along with a variety of other levels of National
qualifications. The Food Industry is one of the largest employment sectors, with a wide
variety of different jobs available at a variety of levels of pay, coupled with excellent
training and career prospects.
While access is at the discretion of the department, learners would normally be expected to
have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or
equivalent qualification and/or experience:
-

National 4 Health and Food Technology Course or relevant component Unit
Assessments
Hospitality S3 elective course
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: NATIONAL 3 AND 4
Course Content
The National 3/4 course is made up of two Units and an Added Value Unit at SCQF level 4 (National 4 only).
 Physical Education: Performance Skills
 Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance
 Physical Education: Performance (This is the Added-Value Unit) – National 4
The main purpose of the course is to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills in physical
activities. By engaging in physical activities, learners can demonstrate initiative, decision-making and problemsolving. The Course also encourages learners to develop a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle, and the
contribution that physical activity makes to this.
The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to:
Develop the ability to safely perform a range of movement and performance skills in straightforward contexts
Develop and demonstrate knowledge of factors impacting on performance Build capacity to perform
effectively Develop approaches to enhance personal performance Monitor, record and reflect on performance
development The Course has three Units (including Added-Value Unit):
1.

Physical Education: Performance Skills
Learners who complete the Unit will be able to:
Demonstrate a range of movement and performance skills in physical activities.

2.

Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance
Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:
Demonstrate knowledge of factors that impact on performance in physical activities
Develop personal performance in physical activities
Review the performance development process.

3.

Physical Education: Performance Added Value Unit
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to provide evidence of added value for the National
4 Physical Education Course. Learners will prepare for and carry out a performance, which will allow
them to demonstrate challenge and application.
Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:
Prepare for and carry out a performance in a physical activity The Added Value Unit is a mandatory
Unit of the National 4 Physical Education Course and is also available as a free standing Unit which will
focus on:
Challenge — requiring greater depth or extension of knowledge and skills assessed in other Units
Application — requiring application of knowledge and/or skills in practical and theoretical contexts
Learners will integrate, extend and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding they have gained
during the Course. These aspects will be assessed through a performance, which will provide
evidence of learners’ ability to prepare for and carry out a performance in one physical activity.
Learners will also be required to identify future development needs.

The context of the assessment must allow learners to experience a more competitive or demanding
performance environment, such as a tournament or competition, an athletics event, a swimming gala, or a
gymnastic or dance display.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: NATIONAL 5
Course Content
The National 5 Physical Education Course enables students to develop the skills, knowledge
and understanding required to perform effectively in a range of activities, and enhance their
physical wellbeing. Students will work independently and cooperatively to develop thinking
and interpersonal skills. Experiential learning activities encourage candidates to develop an
understanding of the benefits of participation in physical activities to their mental,
emotional, social, and physical wellbeing. The course aims to enable students to:






Develop the ability to safely perform a comprehensive range of movement and
performance skills
Understand factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities
Build capacity to perform effectively
Develop approaches to enhance personal performance
Monitor, record and evaluate performance development

Assessment:

Portfolio (50% of overall grade and studies further the factors impacting on
performance)

Performance (50% of overall grade – assessment takes place during a one off
performance in two separate activities. Wherever possible these activities can be
chosen by the student and assessed in with or out with lessons (including dance)
The activities for the units and assessments of Performance may be taken from the
following (among others):
FOOTBALL
VOLLEYBALL

BADMINTON
DANCE

SWIMMING
GYMNASTICS

BASKETBALL
HANDBALL

There will be no final examination at the end of the course. The Portfolio will be externally
assessed and will be completed under controlled conditions.
Homework:
Will be set on a regular basis and will focus on the Analysis and Development of
Performance
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: HIGHER
Course Content:
The Higher Grade course in P.E. is the logical progression for students gaining a National 5
award and builds on the work done in S4.
The course is designed to serve the needs of students who wish to:
 Study the subject as part of general education
 Study Physical Education to an advanced level
 Use the subject as part of the entry requirements for courses in Higher or Further
Education.
 Take advantage of the expanding career opportunities within sport, dance, leisure and
recreation.
At Higher Grade the course will engage students in an increasingly sophisticated and
rigorous study of the ways in which physical activities are performed. Developing
performance in a variety of ways will be the prime focus through a practical experiential and
theory base. Students will develop knowledge and understanding, analytical and evaluation
skills throughout the course. Students will be required to take part in a number of physical
activities to explore key principles and apply their learning in practical contexts. Wherever
possible the final assessment activities can be chosen by the student and assessed in with or
out with lessons (including dance)
There are currently 2 Units in the course, however, these are currently under review with
the SQA.
1
2

Physical Education: Performance Skills.
Physical Education: Factors impacting on Performance.

Assessments:
Currently there are two internal assessments, one practical and one theoretical. These Units
and unit assessments will be removed from the Higher course from session 2018-19. The
publication of new and revised Higher materials (from the SQA) are expected in April 2018.
Homework:
Will be set on a regular basis and will mainly be concerned with Analysis and Development
of Performance
Comments:
Students will be expected to supplement their Practical Activity programmes with practices
out with the Higher course time using training programmes to enhance their overall
performance.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content:
The main purpose of the Course is to research and analyse factors which underpin and
impact on performance, and use this knowledge to develop their own performance or that
of others. To do this effectively, learners will engage in research and undertake independent
investigative work, and develop skills of analysis, evaluation, and communication.
During the Course, learners will also understand how to develop consistency of performance
in challenging environments and become proficient in their ability to analyse and apply
strategies and techniques to make appropriate decisions about their personal performance.
The range of skills developed in the Course will allow learners to work confidently and
independently. By actively participating in physical activities, learners can demonstrate
initiative, decision-making and problem-solving abilities — attributes which are applicable to
both life and work.
The Course has six broad and inter-related aims to enable learners to:
 investigate and evaluate how a range of factors impact on performance
 understand and apply methods to develop performance
 develop independent research and investigation skills to analyse how skills,
techniques and strategies combine to produce effective performance
 select and apply a range of movement and performance skills, by making informed
decisions during high-level performance
 carry out high-level personal performance in a selected physical activity
 analyse and evaluate the process of performance development
Learners will be able to appreciate the demands of high-level performance, in particular the
mental, emotional, social and physical demands, and make effective decisions as they
select, combine and adapt skills and techniques.
Assessment:
There are 2 internal Units
1 Physical Education: Performance Skills
2 Physical Education: Factors impacting on Performance
Internal Assessment
The Units are internally assessed. They can be assessed unit by unit or by combined
assessment. They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis and marked by their teacher.
Course Assessment
The learner will be assessed through a one off ‘high level’ Performance (30 marks) and an
externally marked Project (70 marks) that will be submitted to the SQA.
Homework: Will be set on a regular basis and will mainly be concerned with Analysis and
Development of Performance.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: NPA ‘Achieving Sporting Excellence’ SCQF Level 6
(Course delivered by PE Staff pending approval from SQA)
Course Content
The NPA ‘Achieving Sporting Excellence’ SCQF Level 6 enables all students to develop the
skills, knowledge and understanding required to perform effectively in their chosen physical
activity. Experiential learning activities encourage candidates to develop an understanding
of the inner workings of Sporting Governing Bodies – as well as engaging with codes of
conduct and practice related to high level athletes. Pupils will undertake a cycle of analysis
to develop their performance in relation to their chosen sport – with a focusing on:






Develop the ability to safely perform a comprehensive range of movement and
performance skills
Understand factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities
Build capacity to perform effectively
Develop approaches to enhance personal performance
Monitor, record and evaluate performance development

Assessment:
Pupils will undertake three unit assessments – these are all internally assessed and
externally moderated. Participation in this course requires students to engage fully with
practical and theory based lessons in Physical Education. Development of sporting
performance should be extended through attendance at extra curricular sports clubs and/or
external sports clubs – (recommended/not mandatory).

There will be no final examination at the end of the course.
Homework:
Will be set on a regular basis and will focus on the Analysis and Development of
Performance
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MATHEMATICS FACULTY
National 3 Applications of Mathematics
The National 3 Applications of Mathematics Course includes the study of number, money,
shape, space and measurement in everyday life, enabling learners to interpret data and
tackle real-life situations.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Manage Money and Data
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to apply their skills, knowledge and
understanding of mathematics and numeracy to manage money and data in real-life
contexts. Learners will build on their mathematical and numerical skills to determine factors
affecting income and expenditure, budgeting and saving. Learners will also organise, present
and interpret data based on real-life contexts.
Shape, Space and Measures
The general aims of this Unit is to enable learners to apply their skills, knowledge and
understanding of shape, space and measures in real-life contexts. Learners will build on
their mathematical and numerical skills by using measures and elementary geometry to
tackle real-life situations.
Numeracy
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills
to solve simple, real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement. As
learners tackle real-life problems, they will use their knowledge of number processes,
information handling and probability to make informed decisions.
Assessment
The course is divided into 3 units, each of which is internally assessed by a test. To gain a
full course award, a pupil must be successful in all three unit assessments.
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National 4 Applications of Mathematics
The National 4 Applications of Mathematics Course enables learners to apply mathematical
ideas and strategies to managing finance, statistics, geometry and measurement in
straightforward real-life contexts.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Managing Finance and Statistics
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas
and strategies that can be applied to managing finance and statistics in straightforward reallife contexts. This includes using skills in budgeting as well as skills in organising and
presenting data, to explain solutions and/or draw conclusions. The Outcomes cover aspects
of finance and statistics in real-life situations requiring mathematical reasoning.
Geometry and Measures
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas
and strategies that can be applied to geometry and measurement in straightforward reallife contexts. This includes using skills in interpreting and in using shape, space and
measures to determine and explain solutions. The Outcomes cover aspects of geometry and
measurement in real-life situations requiring mathematical reasoning.
Numeracy
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills
to solve straightforward, real-life problems involving number, money, time and
measurement. As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to
use and how to apply these skills to an appropriate level of accuracy. Learners will also
interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding of probability to
identify solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving money, time and
measurement. Learners will use their solutions to make and explain decisions.
Assessment
The course is divided into 3 units, each of which is internally assessed by a test. In addition,
there is an additional internal assessment taken at the end of the course. To gain a full
course award, a pupil must be successful in all three unit assessments and the final internal
assessment.
Homework
Homework exercises will be given at regular intervals to reinforce coursework. All pupils
will be expected to back up their coursework with a considerable amount of independent
study.
Entry Level
A pass at National 3 Applications of Maths or National 4 Maths.
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National 5 Applications of Mathematics
The National 5 Applications of Mathematics Course enables learners to apply mathematical
ideas and strategies to managing finance, statistics, geometry and measurement in real-life
contexts.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Managing Finance and Statistics
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas
and valid strategies that can be applied to managing finance and statistics in real-life
contexts which may be new to the learner. This includes skills in analysing financial
positions, budgeting as well as organising and presenting data to justify solutions and/or
draw conclusions. The Outcomes cover aspects of finance and statistics in real-life situations
requiring mathematical reasoning.
Geometry and Measures
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas
and valid strategies that can be applied to geometry and measurement in real-life contexts
which may be new to the learner. This includes skills in analysing and using geometry and
measures to determine and justify solutions to real-life problems. The Outcomes cover
aspects of geometry and measurement in real-life situations requiring reasoning.
Numeracy
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills
to solve real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement. At this level,
real-life problems will have some complex features and be set in contexts which are likely to
be unfamiliar to the learner. As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what
numeracy and information handling skills to use, and how to apply those skills to an
appropriate level of accuracy. Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their
knowledge and understanding of probability to identify solutions to solve real-life problems
involving money, time and measurement. Learners will use their solutions to make and
justify decisions.
Entry Level
A pass at National 4 or 5 Maths or National 4 Applications of Maths.
Note: This course is not a suitable route to Higher Maths.
Assessment
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course.
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National 4 Mathematics
The National 4 Mathematics Course enables learners to select and apply straightforward
mathematical skills in a variety of mathematical and real-life situations. Learners interpret,
communicate and manage information in mathematical form.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Expressions and Formulae
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical
expressions and formulae. These include the manipulation of abstract terms, the
simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formulae. The Outcomes cover aspects of
algebra, geometry, statistics and reasoning.
Relationships
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical
relationships. These include solving equations, understanding graphs and working with
trigonometric ratios. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, trigonometry,
statistics and reasoning.
Numeracy
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills
to solve straightforward, real-life problems involving number, money, time and
measurement. As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to
use and how to apply these skills to an appropriate level of accuracy. Learners will also
interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding of probability to
identify solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving money, time and
measurement. Learners will use their solutions to make and explain decisions.
Note: This course can only be taken in Pathway 1.
Assessment
The course is divided into 3 units, each of which is internally assessed by a test. In addition,
there is an additional internal assessment taken at the end of the course. To gain a full
course award, a pupil must be successful in all three unit assessments and the final internal
assessment.
Homework
Homework exercises will be given at regular intervals to reinforce coursework. All pupils
will be expected to back up their coursework with a considerable amount of independent
study.
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National 5 Mathematics
The National 5 Mathematics course enables learners to select and apply mathematical
techniques in a variety of mathematical and real-life situations. Learners interpret,
communicate and manage information in mathematical form.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Expressions and Formulae
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical expressions and
formulae. These include the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of
expressions and the evaluation of formulae. The outcomes cover aspects of number,
algebra, geometry and reasoning.
Relationships
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical relationships. These
include solving and manipulating equations, working with graphs and carrying out
calculations on the lengths and angles of shapes. The outcomes cover aspects of algebra,
geometry, trigonometry and reasoning.
Applications
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to applications of mathematics. These
include using trigonometry, geometry, number processes and statistics within real-life
contexts. The outcomes cover aspects of these skills and also skills in reasoning.
Entry Level
A pass at National 4 Maths or National 5 Applications of Maths.
Note: This course can be taken as a final course of study in Mathematics, or as a pathway to
Higher Mathematics.
Assessment
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course.
Homework
Homework exercises will be given at regular intervals to reinforce coursework. All pupils
will be expected to back up their coursework with a considerable amount of independent
study.
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Higher Mathematics
The Higher Mathematics course will develop, deepen and extend the mathematical skills
necessary at this level and beyond. Learners will acquire and apply operational skills
necessary for exploring mathematical ideas through symbolic representation and diagrams.
In addition, learners will develop mathematical reasoning skills and will gain experience in
making informed decisions.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Expressions and Functions
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation
of expressions, the use of vectors and the study of mathematical functions. The outcomes
cover aspects of algebra, geometry and trigonometry, and also skills in mathematical
reasoning and modelling.
Relationships and Calculus
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve solving equations
and to introduce both differential calculus and integral calculus. The outcomes cover
aspects of algebra, trigonometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and
modelling.
Applications
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve geometric
applications, applications of sequences and applications of calculus. The outcomes cover
aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and
modelling.
Entry Level
A pass (A-C) at National 5 Mathematics.
Assessment
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course.
Homework
Homework exercises will be given at regular intervals to reinforce coursework. All pupils
will be expected to back up their coursework with a considerable amount of independent
study.
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Advanced Higher Mathematics
The Advanced Higher Mathematics course develops and expands a range of mathematical
skills. It allows the learner to develop further skills in calculus and algebra. Areas such as
number theory (which helps keep the internet secure), complex numbers (the uses of which
range from the solution of equations to the description of electronic circuits) and matrices
(used in game theory and economics) are introduced. The learner’s mathematical thinking
will also benefit from examples of rigorous proof. This course is excellent preparation for
University level Mathematics.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Methods in Algebra and Calculus
The general aim of the Unit is to develop advanced knowledge and skills in algebra and
calculus that can be used in practical and abstract situations to manage information in
mathematical form. The outcomes cover partial fractions, standard procedures for both
differential calculus and integral calculus, as well as methods for solving both first order and
second order differential equations. The importance of logical thinking and proof is
emphasised throughout.
Applications of Algebra and Calculus
The general aim of the Unit is to develop advanced knowledge and skills that involve the
application of algebra and calculus to real life and mathematical situations, including
applications to geometry. Learners will acquire skills in interpreting and analysing problem
situations where these skills can be used. The outcomes cover the binomial theorem, the
algebra of complex numbers, properties of functions, and rates of change. Aspects of
sequences and series are introduced, including summations, proved by induction.
Geometry, Proof and Systems of Equations
The general aim of the Unit is to develop advanced knowledge and skills that involve
geometry, number and algebra, and to examine the close relationship between them.
Learners will develop skills in logical thinking. The outcomes cover matrices, vectors, solving
systems of equations, the geometry of complex numbers, as well as processes of rigorous
proof.
Entry Level
A pass at Higher Mathematics (recommended B or above).
Assessment
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course.
Homework
Homework exercises will be given at regular intervals to reinforce coursework. All pupils
will be expected to back up their coursework with a considerable amount of independent
study.
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Advanced Higher Mathematics of Mechanics
The Advanced Higher Mathematics of Mechanics Course offers learners an enhanced
awareness of the range and power of mathematics and the importance of mathematical
applications to society in general. Learners use and extend mathematical skills needed to
solve problems in mechanics, analyse the physical factors impacting bodies, and consider
the state of equilibrium or the movement of a body and interpret the underlying factors
using known mathematical methods.
Course Content
The course is split into three units.
Linear and Parabolic Motion
The general aim of the Unit is to develop advanced knowledge and skills in algebra and
calculus to be applied to the mechanics of linear and parabolic motion. Learners will
explore forces, mathematical models involving motion, effects of winds and currents,
collision courses and closest approach. Newton’s Laws of Motion are used to develop an
understanding of equilibrium, friction and resulting motion.
Force Energy and Periodic Motion
The general aim of the Unit is to develop advanced mathematical knowledge and skills to be
applied to the mechanics of force, energy and periodic motion. Learners will interpret the
effects of forces on a body, principles of momentum and impulse and conservation of
energy. Banked tracks and skidding are looked at in context with Newton’s Law of
Gravitation and its application. Learners will also cover simple harmonic motion.
Mathematical Techniques for Mechanics
This Unit covers development of advanced skills in algebra and calculus relevant to the study
of problems in mechanics. Learners are introduced to the modelling of practical problems
using differential equations, including those with separable variables and those with an
integrating factor. Partial fractions are introduced. Learners’ skills in calculus are widened
to include parametric and implicit differentiation as well as integration using substitution,
using partial fractions and by parts.
Entry Level
A pass at Higher Mathematics (recommended B or above).
Assessment
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course.
Homework
Homework exercises will be given at regular intervals to reinforce coursework. All pupils
will be expected to back up their coursework with a considerable amount of independent
study.
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MODERN LANGUAGES FACULTY
FRENCH/GERMAN: NATIONAL 4/5
Course Content:
These courses offer learners the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in the
meaningful real-life contexts of society, learning, employability and culture.
Learners will also have the opportunity to develop understanding of how language works, use
different media effectively for learning and communication and use language to communicate
ideas and information.
Assessment:
Assessment will be both internal and external and tests the development of skills in: Talking
 Listening
 Reading
 Writing

FRENCH/GERMAN: HIGHER
Course Content:
The Higher course develops language skills within the context of four broad themes: Society
 Learning
 Employability
 Culture
Assessment:
Assessment will be both internal and external. The development of skills at Higher level in: Speaking
 Listening
 Reading
 Writing
will build on prior learning and will develop progressively the candidate’s competence in the
language.
Homework:
There will be regular homework which will help to develop the candidate’s competence in
the language.
Comments:
Entry requirement: Pass at National 5 in the language.

49

FRENCH/GERMAN: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content:
The Advanced Higher course involves a more in-depth study of the country and language
and introduces the study of literature. The course is taught in themes, including: Personal, Social and Cultural Issues
 Topical and Cultural Issues
 Environmental Issues
Assessment:
Assessment will be both internal and external in the skills of: Speaking
 Writing
 Reading and Translation
 Listening
Comments:
This course is a stimulating preparation for University or College. Students are required to
develop individual responsibility for their study programme.
Entry requirement: A or B Pass at Higher Level.
FRENCH/GERMAN: BACCALAUREATE – INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECT
Course Content:
This unit aims to develop the candidate’s skills and abilities as an independent learner. The
prime focus of this Unit is the development of generic and cognitive skills through a
languages based project. The project is designed to encourage the candidate to draw on
many areas of learning from across the curriculum and to make connections between
languages and the world in which they live, learn and work. It should also encourage
partnership working between different providers to help the candidate access different
learning environments and support the transition into Further Education and the workplace.
Assessment:
Internally assessed and subject to SQA Quality Assurance Verification.
The Unit has been allocated UCAS tariff points equivalent to half of an Advanced Higher
(65 points for an A, 55 for a B, 45 for a C).
Comments:
Students would spend 5 periods in the Mod Langs faculty and continue to develop
comprehension skills in the language.
Entry requirement: A or B pass at Higher level
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SPANISH: NATIONAL 5 (for S6 pupils only)
Course Content:
These courses offer learners the opportunity to develop detailed language skills in the
meaningful real-life contexts of society, learning, employability and culture.
Learners will also have the opportunity to develop understanding of how language works, use
different media effectively for learning and communication and use language to communicate
ideas and information.
Assessment:
Assessment will be both internal and external and tests the development of skills in: Talking
 Listening
 Reading
 Writing
Homework:
There will be regular homework which will help to develop the candidate’s competence in
the language.
Comments:
Entry requirement: no prior knowledge – course for beginners

SPANISH: HIGHER (for S6 pupils only)
Course Content:
The Higher course develops language skills within the context of four broad themes: Society
 Learning
 Employability
 Culture
Assessment:
Assessment will be both internal and external. The development of skills at Higher level in: Speaking
 Listening
 Reading
 Writing
will build on prior learning and will develop progressively the candidate’s competence in the
language.
Homework:
There will be regular homework which will help to develop the candidate’s competence in
the language.
Comments:
Entry requirement: no prior knowledge – course for beginners
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SCIENCE FACULTY
Progression Pathways within Science

Notes






SCQF Level 5 (Skills for Work): Laboratory Skill is the preferred pathway for pupils
with National 4 or pupils with a grade D at National 5.
Entry requirement for all Highers is a C or above in National 5.
Pupils with National 5 who do not want to progress to Higher may also consider
SCQF Level 5: Laboratory Science.
Entry requirement for all Advanced Higher is a grade C or above in Higher.
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BIOLOGY: NATIONAL 4
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study biology beyond levels 3 and 4 of BGE science.
Course Content
The Biology course is an up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central position of life science
within our society. The course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, biology through a
variety of contexts.
Topics dealt with include:
Cell Biology: looks at the structure and uses of cells in different micro-organisms and the biological
basis of inheritance.
Multicellular Organisms: looks at the workings of different biological systems in organisms, defence
mechanisms and reproduction.
Life on Earth: focuses on the role of organisms within their ecosystems, which includes, adaptations
for survival, biodiversity, population growth, behaviour and nutrient cycling.
The main aims of the course are to:
 Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic biology concepts.
 Develop an understanding of biology’s role in scientific issues and relevant applications of
biology in society.
 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a biology context.
 Use technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities.
 Develop problem solving skills in a biology context
 Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in the sciences.
 The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing their
literacy and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed throughout the
course. Through the study of biology the pupils will also develop relevant skills for learning, for
use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the interdisciplinary nature of
science.
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written assessment.
Pupils will also be required to complete a National 4 Added Value Unit Assignment. The purpose of
the assignment is to assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry and related biology
knowledge and understanding.

Homework
Pupils will follow a structured homework plan of notes and problems. (Approximately 1 hour per week will be
necessary.)
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BIOLOGY: NATIONAL 5
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study biology beyond National 4.
Course Content
The Biology course is an up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central position of life science
within our society. The course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, biology through a
variety of contexts.
Topics dealt with include:
Cell Biology: looks at the structure and uses of cells in different micro-organisms and the biological
basis of inheritance.
Multicellular Organisms: looks at the workings of different biological systems in organisms, defence
mechanisms and reproduction.
Life on Earth: focuses on the role of organisms within their ecosystems, which includes, adaptations
for survival, biodiversity, population growth, behaviour and nutrient cycling.
The main aims of the course are to:
 Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic biology concepts.
 Develop an understanding of biology’s role in scientific issues and relevant applications of
biology in society.
 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a biology context.
 Use technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities.
 Develop problem solving skills in a biology context
 Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in biology.
 The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing their
literacy and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed throughout the
course. Through the study of biology the pupils will also develop relevant skills for learning, for
use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the interdisciplinary nature of
science.
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on an experimental report.
An externally assessed assignment task and final exam will also take place at the end of the course. The
assignment task is designed to assess the application of skills of scientific enquiry and related Biology
knowledge and understanding. This makes up 20% of the final mark with the remaining 80% coming from the
external exam. All pupils will sit a prelim exam.
Homework
Homework will be issued regularly and is an integral part of the course. Activities will include consolidation
questions, open response questions and data interpretations. In addition students will be expected to read
over and learn the work covered in class as they progress through the course. (Approximately 2 hours per
week will be necessary.)

54

BIOLOGY: HIGHER
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study Biology beyond National 5.
Pupils should have National 5 Biology grade C or above.
Course Content
The course is aimed at pupils who have completed National 5 Biology and wish to extend their knowledge
either out of interest or to improve their career prospects. A suitable basis for further studies is also provided
for students who wish to proceed beyond Higher Biology.
The course is concerned with the application of Biology in the modern world and consists of three compulsory
units. Topics dealt with include:




Unit 1: DNA and the Genome
Unit 2: Metabolism and Survival
Unit 3: Sustainability and Interdependence

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:
♦ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of biology
♦ develop an understanding of biology’s role in scientific issues and relevant
applications of biology, including the impact these could make in society and the environment
♦ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
♦ develop scientific analytical thinking skills, including scientific evaluation, in a biology context
♦ develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific activities, including
using risk assessments
♦ develop planning skills
♦ develop problem solving skills in a biology context
♦ use and understand scientific literacy to communicate ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed
choices
♦ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in biology
♦ develop skills of independent working
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on a report from a practical experiment.
An externally assessed assignment task and final exam will also take place at the end of the course. The
assignment task is designed to assess the application of skills of scientific enquiry and related Biology
knowledge and understanding. This makes up 17% of the final mark with the remaining 83% coming from the
external exam.
All pupils will sit a prelim exam.
Homework
Homework will be issued regularly and is an integral part of the course. Activities will include consolidation
questions, essays and data interpretations. In addition students will be expected to read over and learn the
work covered in class as they progress through the course. (2 to 3 hours per week will be necessary for this).
Comments
Higher Biology is a valuable qualification for entry to University and Further Education. The course also equips
pupils with practical skills and knowledge useful outside school.
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BIOLOGY: ADVANCED HIGHER
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study Biology beyond Higher and is an ideal introduction to
University level study. Pupils should have Higher Biology grade C or above.

Course Content
The course is aimed at pupils who will require a deeper knowledge and understanding of Biology and its
applications either for an intended course of study at University or College or in a future career.
The course is intended to foster an interest in current developments in Biology and an appreciation that it is a
changing subject.
The course consists of 3 units of work.
Unit 1: Cells and Proteins
Unit 2: Organisms and Evolution
Unit 3: Investigative Biology
A Biology Project, which involves independent experimental work, is also carried out. Students have some
choice in the area they investigate and have to produce an extended report which is externally assessed by
SQA. This builds pupils’ skills in carrying out independent experimental work.
The aims of this Course are to enable learners to:
♦ develop a critical understanding of the role of biology in scientific issues and relevant applications, including
the impact these could make on the environment/society
♦ extend and apply knowledge, understanding and skills of biology
♦ develop and apply the skills to carry out complex practical scientific activities, including the use of risk
assessments, technology, equipment and materials
♦ develop and apply scientific inquiry and investigative skills, including planning and experimental design
♦ develop and apply analytical thinking skills, including critical evaluation of experimental procedures, in a
biology context
♦extend and apply problem solving skills in a biology context
♦further develop an understanding of scientific literacy, using a wide range of resources, in order to
communicate complex ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices
♦ extend and apply skills of independent/autonomous working in biology
Assessment
Students will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
The investigation unit will be assessed internally through a record log produced by the student.
An external final exam will also take place at the end of the course (75% of the final mark) and an external
assessment of the Biology Investigation will take place (25% of final mark). The exam paper is out of 90 marks
and the Investigation 30 marks. A prelim exam will take place during the session.
Homework
Students will be expected to complete regular homework activities based on classwork and also to do
background reading to enhance and extend their knowledge in serious private study. Some individual research
will be essential for the investigation. (4 – 5 hours will be required per week)
Students will be expected to work independently and consequently this course is a stepping stone to the type
of studying students will experience at University
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CHEMISTRY: NATIONAL 4
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study chemistry beyond levels 3 and 4 of BGE science.
Course Content
The course consists of 3 units of work.
Unit 1 Chemical Changes and Structure
Unit 2 Nature’s Chemistry
Unit 3 Chemistry in Society
The chemistry course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, chemistry through a variety of
contexts relevant to chemistry’s impact on society, namely: utilising nature’s resources, chemical
analysis, and the development of new and novel applications.
The main aims of the course are to:
 Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic chemistry concepts.
 Develop an understanding of the role of chemistry in scientific issues and relevant applications
of chemistry, including the impact these make on society and the environment.
 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context.
 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities.
 Develop problem solving skills in a chemistry context
 Use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to make scientifically informed
choices.
 Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in chemistry.
 The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing their
literacy and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed throughout the
course. Through the study of chemistry the pupils will also develop relevant skills for learning,
for use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the interdisciplinary nature
of science.
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on a research task and an experimental report.
Pupils will also be required to complete a National 4 Added Value Unit Assignment. The purpose of
the assignment is to assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry and related chemistry
knowledge and understanding.
Homework
Pupils will follow a structured homework plan of notes and problems. (Approximately 1 hour per week will be
necessary.)
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CHEMISTRY: NATIONAL 5
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study chemistry beyond National 4.
Course Content
The Chemistry course is an up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central position of Chemistry
within our society. The course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, chemistry through a
variety of contexts and consists of three compulsory units. Topics dealt with include:




Chemical Changes and Structure
Nature’s Chemistry
Chemistry in Society

The main aims of the course are to:
 Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic chemistry concepts.
 Develop an understanding of the role of chemistry in scientific issues and relevant applications
of chemistry, including the impact these make on society and the environment.
 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities.
 develop scientific and analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context
 develop problem solving skills in a chemistry context
 develop an understanding of chemistry’s role in scientific issues
 acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry concepts
 develop understanding of how chemical products are formed
 develop understanding of relevant applications of chemistry in society
 Use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to make scientifically informed
choices.
 Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in the chemistry.
 The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing their
literacy and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed throughout the
course. Through the study of chemistry the pupils will also develop relevant skills for learning,
for use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the interdisciplinary nature
of science.
Assessments
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on an experimental report.
An externally assessed assignment task and final exam will also take place at the end of the course. The
assignment task is designed to assess the application of skills of scientific enquiry and related Chemistry
knowledge and understanding. This makes up 20% of the final mark with the remaining 80% coming from the
external exam.
All pupils will sit a prelim exam.
Homework
Regular homework based on the classwork forms an integral part of the course.
(Approximately 2 hours per week will be necessary.)
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CHEMISTRY: HIGHER
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study Chemistry beyond National 5.
Pupils should have National 5 Chemistry grade C or above.
Course Content
The course is aimed at pupils who have completed National 5 Chemistry and wish to extend their knowledge
either out of interest or to improve their career prospects. A suitable basis for further studies is also provided
for students who wish to proceed beyond Higher Chemistry.
The course is concerned with the application of Chemistry in the modern world and consists of four
compulsory units.
Topics dealt with include:
 Chemical Changes and Structure
 Nature’s Chemistry
 Researching Chemistry
 Chemistry in Society
The main aims of this Course are for learners to:
♦ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry
♦ develop an understanding of chemistry’s role in scientific issues and relevant applications of chemistry,
including the impact these could make in society and the environment
♦ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
♦ develop scientific analytical thinking skills, including scientific evaluation, in a chemistry context
♦ develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific activities, including
using risk assessments
♦ develop planning skills
♦ develop problem solving skills in a chemistry context
♦ use and understand scientific literacy to communicate ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed
choices
♦ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in chemistry

Assessment
1 research assignment, 1 assessed practical
Regular homework, End of Unit assessments
A/B assessments for each unit, A Prelim examination
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on a researching Chemistry report from a practical experiment.
An externally assessed assignment task and final exam will also take place at the end of the course. The
assignment task is designed to assess the application of skills of scientific enquiry and related Chemistry
knowledge and understanding. This makes up 17% of the final mark with the remaining 83% coming from the
external exam.
All pupils will sit a prelim exam.
Homework:
Regular homework based on the classwork forms an integral part of the course. (2 to 3 hours per week will be
necessary for this)
Higher Chemistry is a valuable qualification for entry to University and Further Education. The course also
equips pupils with practical skills and knowledge useful outside school.
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CHEMISTRY: ADVANCED HIGHER
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study Chemistry beyond Higher and is an ideal introduction to
University level study. Pupils should have Higher Chemistry grade C or above.
Course Content
The course is aimed at pupils who will require a deeper knowledge and understanding of Chemistry and its
applications either for an intended course of study at University or College or in a future career.
The course is intended to foster an interest in current developments in Chemistry and an appreciation that it is
a changing subject.
The course consists of 3 units of work.
 Inorganic and Physical Chemistry
 Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis
 Researching Chemistry
A Chemistry Project, which involves independent experimental work, is also carried out. Students have some
choice in the area they investigate and have to produce an extended report which is externally assessed by
SQA. This builds pupils’ skills in carrying out independent experimental work.
The Advanced Higher Chemistry Course aims to enable learners to:
♦develop a critical understanding of the role of chemistry in scientific issues and relevant applications,
including the impact these could make on the environment/society
♦ extend and apply knowledge, understanding and skills of chemistry
♦ develop and apply the skills to carry out complex practical scientific activities, including the use of risk
assessments, technology, equipment and materials
♦ develop and apply scientific inquiry and investigative skills, including planning and experimental design
♦develop and apply analytical thinking skills, including critical evaluation of experimental procedures in a
chemistry context
♦ extend and apply problem solving skills in a chemistry context
further develop an understanding of scientific literacy, using a wide range of resources, in order to
communicate complex ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices
♦ extend and apply skills of independent/autonomous working in chemistry
♦ develop skills of independent working

Assessment:
Knowledge of key practical skills, Research task (project)
3 End of unit assessments, A/B assessments
Prelim examination
Students will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
The investigation unit will be assessed internally through a record book produced by the student.
An external final exam will also take place at the end of the course (77% of the final mark) and an external
assessment of the Chemistry Project will take place (23% of final mark).
The exam paper is out of 100 marks and the Investigation 30 marks.
Homework:
Regular homework based on the classwork and some individual research work form an integral part of the
course. (4 to 5 hours per week will be necessary for this)
Students will be expected to work independently and consequently this course is a stepping stone to the
type of studying students will experience at University.
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PHYSICS: NATIONAL 4
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study physics beyond levels 3 and 4 of BGE science.
Course Content
The course is concerned with the application of Physics in the modern world and consists of three compulsory units.
Topics dealt with include:




Waves and Radiation
Electricity and Energy
Dynamics and Space

The main aims of the course are to:
 Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic physics concepts.
 Develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant applications of physics,
including the impact these make on society and the environment.
 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a physics context.
 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities.
 Develop problem solving skills in a physics context
 Use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to make scientifically informed choices.
 Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in physics.
 The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing their literacy
and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed throughout the course. Through
the study of physics the pupils will also develop relevant skills for learning, for use in everyday life and
across all sectors of employment due to the interdisciplinary nature of science.
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on a research task and an experimental report.
Pupils will also be required to complete a National 4 Added Value Unit Assignment. The purpose of the
assignment is to assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry and related physics knowledge and
understanding.
Homework
Pupils will follow a structured homework plan of notes and problems. (Approximately 1 hour per week will be
necessary.)
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PHYSICS: NATIONAL 5
Entry Requirements:
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study physics beyond National 4.
Course Content:
The Physics course is an up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central position of Physics within our
society. The course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, physics through a variety of contexts
and consists of three compulsory units. Topics dealt with include:




Waves and Radiation
Electricity and Energy
Dynamics and Space

The main aims of the course are to:
 Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic physics concepts.
 Develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant applications of physics,
including the impact these make on society and the environment.
 Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
 Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a physics context.
 Develop the use of technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities.
 Develop problem solving skills in a physics context
 Use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to make scientifically informed choices.
 Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in physics.
 The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing their literacy
and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed throughout the course. Through
the study of physics the pupils will also develop relevant skills for learning, for use in everyday life and
across all sectors of employment due to the interdisciplinary nature of science.

Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on an experimental report.
An externally assessed assignment task and final exam will also take place at the end of the course. The assignment
task is designed to assess the application of skills of scientific enquiry and related physics knowledge and
understanding. This makes up 20% of the final mark with the remaining 80% coming from the external exam.
All pupils will sit a prelim exam.
Homework
Pupils will follow a structured homework plan of notes and problems. (Approximately 2 hours per week will be
necessary.)
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PHYSICS: HIGHER
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study Physics beyond National 5.
Pupils should have National 5 Physics grade C or above.
Course Contents
The course is aimed at pupils who have completed National 5 Physics and wish to extend their knowledge either out
of interest or to improve their career prospects. A suitable basis for further studies is also provided for students who
wish to proceed beyond Higher Physics.
The course is concerned with the application of Physics in the modern world and consists of four compulsory units.
Topics dealt with include:
 Our Dynamic Universe
 Particles and Waves
 Electricity
 Researching Physics
The main aims of this Course are for learners to:
♦ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics
♦ develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant applications of physics, including
the impact these could make in society and the environment
♦ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
♦ develop scientific analytical thinking skills, including scientific evaluation, in a physics context
♦ develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific activities
♦ develop planning skills
♦ develop problem solving skills in a physics context
♦ use and understand scientific literacy to communicate ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices
♦ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in physics
♦ develop skills of independent working
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
Pupils will also be assessed internally on a researching Physics report from a practical experiment.
An externally assessed assignment task and final exam will also take place at the end of the course. The assignment
task is designed to assess the application of skills of scientific enquiry and related physics knowledge and
understanding. This makes up 17% of the final mark with the remaining 83% coming from the external exam.
All pupils will sit a prelim exam.
Homework
Pupils follow a well-structured homework plan of notes and problems. (Approximately 2 to 3 hours per week will be
necessary.)
Comments
Higher Physics is a valuable qualification for entry to University and Further Education. The course also equips pupils
with practical skills and knowledge useful outside school.
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PHYSICS: ADVANCED HIGHER
Entry Requirements
This course is suitable for pupils who wish to study Physics beyond Higher and is an ideal introduction to University
level study. Pupils should have Higher Physics grade C or above.

Course Content
The course is aimed at pupils who will require a deeper knowledge and understanding of Physics and its applications
either for an intended course of study at University or College or in a future career.
The course is intended to foster an interest in current developments in Physics and an appreciation that it is a
changing subject.
There are four mandatory units. Topics dealt with include: Rotational Motion and Astrophysics
 Quanta and Waves
 Electromagnetism
 Investigating Physics leading to a Physics Project, which involves independent experimental work, is also carried
out. Students have some choice in the area they investigate and have to produce an extended report which is
externally assessed by SQA. This builds pupils’ skills in carrying out independent experimental work.
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:
♦ develop a critical understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant applications, including the
impact these could make on the environment/society
♦ extend and apply knowledge, understanding and skills of physics
♦ develop and apply the skills to carry out complex practical scientific activities, including the use of risk assessments,
technology, equipment and materials
♦develop and apply scientific inquiry and investigative skills, including planning and experimental design
♦develop and apply analytical thinking skills, including critical evaluation of experimental procedures in a physics
context
♦ extend and apply problem solving skills in a physics context
♦ further develop an understanding of scientific literacy using a wide range of resources in order to communicate
complex ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices
♦ extend and apply skills of independent/autonomous working in physics

Assessment
Students will be assessed internally (in school) at the end of each unit by a written test.
The investigation unit will be assessed internally through a record book produced by the student.
An external final exam will also take place at the end of the course (77% of the final mark) and an external assessment
of the Physics Project will take place (23% of final mark).
The exam paper is out of 100 marks and the Investigation 30 marks.
A prelim exam will take place during the session.
Homework
Students will be expected to complete regular tutorial questions and also do background reading. Pupils follow a wellstructured homework plan of notes and problems. (Approximately 4 to 5 hours per week will be necessary, more at
peak times.)

Students will be expected to work independently and consequently this course is a stepping stone to the type of
studying students will experience at University.
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LABORATORY SCIENCE: SCQF Level 5 (Skills for Work)
Course Content
This is a Skills for Work course and there is a strong emphasis on employability (communication and interpersonal
skills, problem solving, taking responsibility for managing your own work, numeracy etc.).

The course is highly practical based offering students the opportunity to gain hands on experience using scientific
apparatus and to develop their skills as individuals and as a member of a team (this could involve monitoring
radioactivity, environmental testing, experiments with microorganisms and analysis using techniques such as
colorimetry and titrations).
The course consists of 4 units of work:






Working in a Laboratory – an opportunity to develop important laboratory skills such as risk assessment,
solution preparation, using precision laboratory equipment and basic numeracy skills.
Practical Skills - a practical unit where students further develop their practical skills in areas from physics,
chemistry and biology.
Practical Investigation - students work as part of a team to carry out an investigation and produce an
investigation report. There is an opportunity to display the skills developed throughout the course and there
is considerable scope for pupils to investigate a topic of their choice, plan their own work and work
collaboratively.
Careers using Laboratory Science - a research based unit using IT and may involve visits to local industries
and/or visiting speakers.

This course is primarily aimed at students who have studied Biology or Chemistry or Physics at National 4 level;
though it is also suitable for those who have previously studied a science at National 5 level.
Assessment
The focus of all assessments is skills rather than knowledge and is fully internally assessed. Students must show
evidence of their portfolio of skills such as practical, risk assessment, investigative and self-evaluation. This can be
done in a range of ways. The laboratory skills course has no final exam and is not graded.
Comments
It is essential that students have a good work ethic and are keen to develop their own employability skills.
There is considerable flexibility to tailor this course to the individual needs of pupils. Motivated candidates may be
able to combine studying this course with other awards such as National 4 Chemistry or a nationally recognised CREST
award.
Successful completion of this course may provide progression to National Certificate Group Awards in Applied
Science; suitable training or employment in science laboratories or study at further/higher education levels. The
employability skills gained would also assist candidates in pursuing a wide range of careers.
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS FACULTY
HISTORY: NATIONAL 3/4
Course Content:
UNIT 1:
The Scottish Wars of Independence 1286 – 1328
A study of political change and military conflict arising from the Wars of Independence: the
succession crisis of 1286-1292; the reign and failure of John Balliol; Wallace and the Scottish
resistance to Edward I; Bruce and the securing of Scottish independence.
UNIT 2:
The Making of Modern Britain, 1880-1951
A study of the development of the role of the state in the welfare of its citizens: the problem of
poverty and the origins of the Welfare State in the Liberal Welfare Reforms of 1906 – 1914, the
impact of World War II, and the Labour Welfare Reforms of 1945-1951.
UNIT 3:
Appeasement and the Road to War, 1918–1939
A study of international relations between 1918 and 1939 with a focus on Fascist foreign policy
after 1933, the reactions of the democratic powers to it, the development of the policy of
appeasement, its failure and the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939.
Assessment:
1. At National 4 there is an Assignment (an extended piece of writing) which is researched,
planned and written both in school and at home. (There is no Assignment in National 3.)
2. Candidates must pass all learning outcomes in each unit in order to achieve an award.
Homework:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Note-taking
Document work
Preparation for internal assessments of learning outcomes
Preparation for Assignment
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HISTORY: NATIONAL 5
Course Content:
UNIT 1:
The Scottish Wars of Independence 1286 – 1328
A study of political change and military conflict arising from the Wars of Independence: the
succession crisis of 1286-1292; the reign and failure of John Balliol; Wallace and the Scottish
resistance to Edward I; Bruce and the securing of Scottish independence.
UNIT 2:
The Making of Modern Britain, 1880-1951
A study of the development of the role of the state in the welfare of its citizens: the problem of
poverty and the origins of the Welfare State in the Liberal Welfare Reforms of 1906 – 1914, the
impact of World War II, and the Labour Welfare Reforms of 1945-1951.
UNIT 3:
Appeasement and the Road to War, 1918–1939
A study of international relations between 1918 and 1939 with a focus on Fascist foreign policy
after 1933, the reactions of the democratic powers to it, the development of the policy of
appeasement, its failure and the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939.
Assessment:
1. Students have to sit a final exam at the end of the course.
2. The Assignment (an extended essay) is researched and planned both in school and at home
but written up in one hour in school. It is worth 20% of the final mark.
Homework:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Note-taking
Document work
Preparation for tests
Preparation for the Assignment
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HISTORY: HIGHER
Course Content
UNIT 1: Scottish topic: The Wars of Independence, 1286-1328
A study of political change and military conflict arising from the Wars of Independence. (Sourcehandling skills.)
UNIT 2: Britain 1851 – 1951
A study of the development of the United Kingdom into a modern democracy and the
development of the role of the state in the welfare of its citizens. (Essay skills.)
UNIT 3: Appeasement and the Road to War, to 1939
A study of Fascist foreign policy after 1933 and the reactions of the democratic powers to it, the
development of the policy of appeasement, its failure and the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939.
(Essay skills.)
The aim of the course is to promote the pupils’ understanding of history, politics and international
relations. Pupils intending to study these subjects at university should take Higher History. The
subject is an excellent medium through which to promote literacy. The course develops the ability
of pupils to write extended essays based on evidence and reasoned argument. These are key skills
for a large range of university courses and all manner of future careers.
Assessment
The exam (80 marks) consists of two papers:
- In the British and European & World paper, the candidate has to answer two essay
questions, one each on the British and Appeasement topics. Each essay is worth 22 marks.
- In the Scottish paper, candidates have to answer four source handling questions. This
paper is out of 36.
The assignment (30 marks) is an independent research project of the student’s choice undertaken
and written in class and at home. It is effectively an extended essay which will be written up (with
the aid of a resource sheet) in school in 1 hour and 30 minutes. It is externally marked.
There is an end of unit test to be completed for each topic.
Internal unit assessments must also be passed in order to be presented for the external exam.
These centre on essay and source-handling skills and will be completed during the course of the
year. There are three internal unit assessments.
Homework
1.
essay writing
2.
note-taking
3.
source work
4.
preparation for the assignment
5.
preparation for tests
Comments
Pupils will be considered for the Higher History course by either:
1.
2.

gaining a National 5 pass at grade A or B; or
achieving good passes in other Higher subjects.

It is possible to pick up History as a ‘crash’ Higher. A serious commitment to study is required.
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HISTORY: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content
“THE HOUSE DIVIDED”: USA, 1850 – 65
This course looks at the causes and course of the American Civil War 1861-65:











American society in 1850;
slavery in the ante-bellum period;
the problem of territorial expansion;
the 1860 election, secession and the outbreak of war;
the military conflict;
the war at home and abroad;
leadership during the Civil War;
the Emancipation Proclamation and its consequences;
the election of 1864;
the reasons for Northern victory and Southern defeat.

In terms of content it is a complete change from other courses taught in the school.
Historiography - the differing interpretations of historians - is a central part of the course.
Assessment
The exam (90 marks) consists of one 3 hour paper in which candidates must write two essays and
tackle three source-handling questions.
The dissertation (50 marks) is an independent research project of the student’s choice undertaken
and written up partly in class but mainly at home. It is an essay of 4,000 words submitted in April,
but worked on over the session. It is externally marked.
Internal unit assessments must also be passed in order to be presented for the external exam.
One centres on essay and source-handling skills; the other on independent research skills shown
during the course of the dissertation.
Homework
Pupils will spend much of the course researching and working independently and must be
prepared to do so. There is less formal teaching than at Higher. The dissertation constitutes on
on-going piece of homework.
Comments
This is an academic course for able students. It is a sound preparation for independent study at
university. A good pass in Higher History is needed to enter the course. Pupils should speak to
the History Department for further details.
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GEOGRAPHY: NATIONAL 4/NATIONAL 5
Course Content:
Students will study 3 units:1. Physical Environments – coasts, glaciation/rivers, limestone and weather studies
2. Human Environments – urban, rural, population and development studies
3. Global Issues – climate change, natural hazards and development and health studies
The principal aim is that candidates develop a detailed understanding of aspects of the
contemporary world, of concern to all citizens, by using the concepts and techniques of
geographical analysis. In addition, the course enables candidates to develop progressively:





an understanding of the ways in which people and the environment interact in response to
physical and human processes at local, national and international levels
an awareness of spatial relationships and an understanding of the changing world in a balanced,
critical and sympathetic way
a life-long interest in, understanding of, and concern for the environment
a geographical perspective on the major environmental issues facing our world today and in the
future and their significance for the natural world, people and industry
skills of extracting and processing information from geographical data using appropriate
techniques and terminology.

Assessment:
National 4: students must successfully complete all internal assessments and a personalised
research project. There are no external assessments. Students will be expected to
undertake a holistic internal exam as part of the S5/S6 prelim diet.
National 5: students must successfully complete all internal assessments to be eligible for the two
external assessments, one of which is based on a personalised research project.
Students will also undertake an internally assessed holistic exam as part of the prelim
diet in preparation for the final exam in May.
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GEOGRAPHY: HIGHER
Higher Geography is a broad based qualification which is well respected by universities and employers. Those who go
on to study Geography in Higher Education have one of the highest rates of graduate employment.
Geographers enter a very wide range of career areas and put simply there is no such thing as a geography job, there
are jobs that geographers do. Studying geography provides you with valuable skills and a firm base for life-long
learning. This is essential given that the nature of working lives is changing. It is less likely that someone will spend all
of their working life in one organisation or even in the same sector. If your career path is to be varied, you will need
transferable skills and flexibility. Geography provides you with these.
The Higher Geography Course:
The Higher Geography course is composed of three units:
Unit 1 - Physical Environments:
 Lithosphere: selected British landscapes and their formation, including coastal and glaciated upland environments
 Biosphere: natural vegetation change, ecosystems and soil types
 Hydrosphere: global water cycle and hydrographs
 Atmosphere: global atmosphere and energy redistribution
Unit 2 – Human Environments:
 Population: population structure, migration and change
 Urban: urban change and management in developing and developed countries
 Rural: land use conflicts and their management, land degradation
Unit 3 - Global Issues:
 Development and Health: case studies of development, health and disease as well as primary health care
 Climate Change: causes and effects, management strategies and limitations
Geographical Skills and Techniques are assessed in Section 4 of question paper 2. This section of the exam is not a
stand-alone taught unit; skills are embedded within the three taught units above.
This course is a natural progression of the ideas introduced in the National 5 syllabus and is designed to encourage the
development of individual and co-operative learning, and places emphasis upon the development and application of
learning skills relevant to further study in Higher Education and work. The course provides a good foundation for
further studies of both Geography and a range of related subjects e.g. Environmental Geoscience, Geophysics,
Geology, Meteorology, Oceanography and Geopolitics as it incorporates a wide variety of transferable skills and
techniques. Many university students choose to study Geography alongside another subject e.g. Geography and
Politics.
The syllabus covers both Physical and Human Geography. Core course material examines a variety of topics within
these areas, whilst Global Issues material allows in-depth analysis of current challenges and the management
strategies to mitigate these, and patterns of development and disease. The course is suitable for those gaining an A-C
grade in National 5 Geography. The course may also be suitable for some S5 or S6 pupils who have not studied
Geography in S3/S4, but have demonstrated the necessary commitment to academic study.
Assessment:
The course is assessed by:
 Internal unit assessments which test basic knowledge and skills for each of the three units. These will be
done under exam conditions in class time at the end of most topics.
 External assessment which will be marked by the SQA and which consists of:
- Component 1 – question paper 1 (100 marks over 1 hour 50 minutes), question paper 2 (60 marks over
1 hour 10 minutes)
- Component 2 – assignment (30 marks over 1 hour 30 minutes)
Total marks = 250 marks
Homework:
Homework is an integral part of the course and homework assignments will vary according to the topic being studied.
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GEOGRAPHY: ADVANCED HIGHER
In the 21st century, with growing awareness of the impact of human activity upon the environment and scarce
resources, the study of Geography fosters positive life-long attitudes of environmental stewardship, sustainability and
global citizenship. This Course will provide learners with the knowledge and skills to enable them to effectively engage
with challenging issues in their local communities and wider society.
Course Aims
The main aims of this Course are to enable learners to:
 understand the ways in which people and the environment interact in response to physical and human processes
 study spatial relationships to develop a balanced and critical understanding of the changing world
 further acquire a geographical perspective on environmental and social issues and their significance
 develop skills of independent research, fieldwork, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation
 acquire the techniques to collect, extract, analyse, interpret and explain geographical phenomena using
appropriate terminology
 develop expertise in the use of maps, diagrams, statistical techniques and written accounts
Learners will develop high level skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which they will use in
everyday life. Learners will carry out independent research and take responsibility for their own learning but with
support from the teacher as appropriate.
Course structure
The course covers two units: Geographical Skills and Geographical Issues
Geographical Skills Unit
In this Unit, learners will develop a range of geographical methods and techniques including mapping skills, graphical
techniques and a range of statistical techniques for analysing and interpreting geographical data. Learners will
develop a range of investigating skills while undertaking independent research such as scoping or identifying
appropriate research topics; how to plan and manage a complex programme of research; techniques to source,
collect and record appropriate and reliable primary and secondary information; methods of independent fieldwork;
techniques to present findings using appropriate conventions; and how to evaluate research methodology.
Geographical Issues Unit
In this Unit, learners will develop critical thinking and the ability to evaluate sources and viewpoints on current
geographical issues.
Both units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis relative to national standards.
External Assessment
Component 1 — question paper under SQA controlled conditions
The question paper will have 50 marks.
Questions will draw on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed throughout the course.
Component 2 — project: folio
The project will consist of a project: folio of Coursework in two Sections:
 Project: Folio Section A: Geographical Study — a report on geographical research (70 marks)


Project: Folio Section B: Geographical Issue — an essay which critically evaluates an issue from a
geographical perspective (30 marks)

Recommended Entry
Students progressing onto Advanced Higher should have achieved a Grade B or above in Higher Geography.
Therefore pass grades in Higher Maths and English strongly recommended to meet the numeracy and literacy
requirements of the Course.
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MODERN STUDIES: NATIONAL 4/5
The Aim of Modern Studies:
The aim of the N4/5 course is to engage students with the world around them and develop the skills
required to understand and influence it. They are encouraged to question the way the contemporary
world works and analyse the relationships between groups of people, governments and their citizens, and
countries.
Course Content:
An interesting mixture of topics are used which are based around key concepts. These are POWER; NEED;
IDEOLOGY; PARTICIPATION; EQUALITY; REPRESENTATION; and, RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES. These
concepts are studied across the following topic areas.
Course Assessment
You will demonstrate application of skills and breadth of knowledge and understanding. There are two
components to the N5 Modern Studies Course. Total 100 marks from:
Question paper 1 -Knowledge: (2hr 20 min) 80 marks including questions covering three main syllabus
areas:
DEMOCRACY IN SCOTLAND – the ways in which democracy allow us to participate in the running of the
country and how we are represented by those we elect. Participating in a democracy – including influences
on voting behaviour, participation in Pressure Group activities, campaigning. How citizens are represented
by councillors, MPs and MSPs in local, Scottish and UK Governments, and evaluation of electoral systems
are included in this section.
SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN THE UK– Crime. Causes, impact and responses to a social issue – crime.
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES – WORLD ISSUES - Terrorism. Through the study of a world issue – global terrorism
- economic, social and political causes are examined, along with impact of this issue on individuals,
communities and countries is studied. Analysis of the extent to which the issue is being successfully
resolved by national and Governments and international organisations is studied. The students spend a lot
of time working with sophisticated sources of information, developing their analytical skills. There is also a
focus on the high quality presentation of information
Assignment: 20 marks (N5) Added Value Unit (N4 – Internally Assessed)
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating skills,
knowledge and understanding within a context of a contemporary issue, chosen by you, the pupil. You
will identify a Modern Studies topic or issue about which there are opposing/ alternative views.
Research this topic using a range of sources, analyse your evidence, evaluate the usefulness/ reliability
of evidence collected, reach a decision/ form conclusions based on the evidence, and show awareness
of/ reject alternatives to your conclusion/ decision. You will write a report about the research you have
undertaken, under exam conditions, with access to the evidence you have collected throughout the
research stage.
Homework:
Students are expected to, through class work and homework tasks, complete a portfolio of evidence of
achieving each of the N4/N5 course outcomes – these are completed in a flexible way, not under exam
conditions. In addition, end of unit assessments will be attempted for each unit under timed conditions as
preparation for the exam conditions of the N5 exam. Reading over class notes/topic booklets regularly will
prepare students for end of unit assessments. Completing set tasks/questions at home makes sure
knowledge and skills outcomes will be successfully achieved, and enables students to contribute effectively
to class discussions on course topics.
Comments:
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Upon successful completion of N4 unit assessments, some students may then choose progress the
following session to successfully complete the N5 course.
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MODERN STUDIES: HIGHER
Course Content:
The Higher Modern Studies Course develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of
contemporary political and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international
contexts. In these contexts, learners develop an awareness of the social and political issues they
will meet in their lives. This Course provides learners with opportunities to continue to acquire
and develop the attributes and capabilities of the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills
for life and skills for work.
The Modern Studies Course will encourage learners to develop important attitudes including: an
open mind and respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of others; openness to new thinking
and ideas and a sense of responsibility and global citizenship.
 Democracy in Scotland and the UK
 Social Issues in the UK – Social Inequality in the UK
 International Issues – World Issues: Underdevelopment in Africa
Course Assessment
You will demonstrate application if skills and breadth of knowledge and understanding. There are
three components to the Higher Modern Studies Course. Total 90 marks from:
Question paper 1 -Knowledge: (1hr 45 min) 52 marks including:
A combination of one mini-essay (12 marks) and two extended essay (20 marks) questions will
be attempted across the three topics.
Question paper 2 – Enquiry Skills (1hr 15 min) 28 marks including:
A selection of ‘Enquiry Skills’ questions where candidates are presented with complex sources,
and must evaluate and synthesise evidence in order to:
 detect and explain degree of objectivity (selective use of facts) using source evidence (10
marks)
 draw and support complex conclusions using source evidence (10 marks)
 evaluate the reliability of a range of sources of information. (8 marks)
1. Assignment: 30 marks
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating
skills, knowledge and understanding within a context of a contemporary issue, chosen by you,
the pupil. You will identify a Modern Studies topic or issue about which there are opposing/
alternative views. Research this topic using a range of sources, analyse and synthesise your
evidence, evaluate the usefulness/ reliability of evidence collected, reach a decision/ form
conclusions based on the evidence, and show awareness of/ reject alternatives to your
conclusion/ decision. You will present your research using the conventions of a report. Most
of the 30 marks allocated are for demonstration of these skills.
Comments:
S5 pupils contemplating Higher should normally have achieved N5 A-C in Modern Studies or
another Social Subject. A positive commitment to hard work is essential. S6 pupils have in the
past completed the course successfully as a ‘crash’ Higher. However, they must already have
achieved good Highers or NQs in other social subjects, and have achieved or are working towards
N5 English. The Higher is an appropriate course for pupils contemplating study or employment in
Law, Politics, Economics, International Affairs, Social Sciences and Journalism.
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MODERN STUDIES: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course:
The Advanced Higher Modern Studies Course will develop your knowledge and understanding of contemporary
political and social issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and international contexts. You will experience depth and
challenge in the level of skills, knowledge and understanding required. Undertaking this Course will develop the
intellectually challenging skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation. You will also demonstrate detailed and integrated
knowledge and understanding of the scope and main areas of the specific context studied – Social Issues, Law &
Order. Development of research and investigative skills, alongside the ability to draw on a range of sources in making
judgements or decisions, are addressed at Advanced Higher. All of this aims to support your independence of learning
and your ability to work on your own initiative with supervision and support. The course consists of:
Contemporary Issues – Social Issues: Crime & The Law, Researching Contemporary Issues
Course Assessment:
You will demonstrate application if skills and breadth of knowledge and understanding. There are two components to
the Advanced Higher Modern Studies Course.
1. Assessment Component 1 - Question paper (3 hours, 90 marks)
The purpose of this question paper is to demonstrate depth of knowledge and understanding and application of skills.
This question paper will give you an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding:
 describing, explaining and analysing in order to demonstrate factual and theoretical knowledge and
understanding and the ability to make international comparisons
 evaluating, analysing and synthesising a wide range of evidence to demonstrate complex skills
 critically evaluating a range of political and/or social science research methods
In CCHS, Advanced Higher candidates will study Section 2 – Social Issues.
Section 2: Social Issues and Research Methods
In this section the context is Law and Order, which includes: ‘Understanding criminal behaviour’ and ‘Responses by
society to crime’. In this context, you will answer two essay questions worth 30 marks each from a choice of three.
You will also answer questions on Research Methods worth 30 marks in total. These questions will require a mixture
of extended and shorter responses. You will:
 demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding of a range of complex social issues
 make international comparisons
 critically evaluate a range of social science research methods
2. Assessment Component 2 — project: dissertation (50 marks)
The purpose of this project is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating skills, knowledge and
understanding within the context of a complex contemporary issue. This project: dissertation will give learners an
opportunity to undertake independent research in order to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and
understanding:
 identifying an appropriate complex contemporary issue for research
 using wide range of sources of information /drawing on in-depth knowledge and understanding
 evaluating the usefulness and reliability of evidence/ evaluating, analysing and synthesising evidence
 developing a sustained and coherent line of argument /drawing well-reasoned conclusions
 organising, presenting and referencing findings using appropriate conventions
The project: dissertation will have 50 marks, and is produced in time to meet a submission deadline, and is submitted
to the SQA for external marking.
S6 pupils contemplating Advanced Higher should normally have achieved Higher A-C in Modern Studies. A positive
commitment to hard work and independent learning, meeting deadlines, and taking responsibility for is essential. The
Advanced Higher is an appropriate course for pupils contemplating study or employment in Law, Politics, Economics,
International Affairs, Social Sciences and Journalism.
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SOCIOLOGY: NATIONAL 5 – S6 only
Course Content:
The N5 Sociology Course enables learners to develop an understanding of society through gaining
knowledge and understanding of sociological perspectives, theories and concepts. The Course will develop
learners’ ability to challenge ‘common sense’ explanations about human social behaviour.
Course Content:
 Human Society – investigate sociological approaches to studying society, research methods used and
relationships that exist amongst individuals, groups and institutions as viewed from different
sociological perspectives and theories.
 Culture & Identity – investigate features of culture and identity in a changing world, by considering
your own and others’ cultural experiences to develop an understanding of cultural identity and
diversity.
 Social Issues – develop understanding of contemporary social issues by acquiring skills in evaluating
and applying sociological theories and research evidence. You will develop skills in using a range of
sources including research evidence, to justify points of view. The study of theories and sociological
research studies of educational attainment inequality is a mandatory topic within this section.
Course Assessment
You will demonstrate application if skills and breadth of knowledge and understanding. There are two
components to assessment of the N5 Sociology Course.
Question paper (2hrs) 70 marks including:
Section 1 – Human Society (30 marks)
Section 2 – Culture & Identity (20 marks)
Section 3 – Social Issues (20 marks)
Questions range from 2-8 marks, with up to seven questions per section. Question paper gives
opportunity to demonstrate the following skills/ knowledge and understanding:
 Sociological perspectives, theories and concepts
 Sociological significance of relationships amongst individuals, groups and institutions in a changing
social world
 Explain/ evaluate research methods
 Use sociological theories to explain human social behaviour or phenomena such as ‘economic
inequality’
 Evaluate sociological research studies to support explanations.
Assignment: 30 marks
The purpose of this assignment is to assess your investigation and communication skills, appropriate to
sociology. You will carry out your own secondary research into a (sociological) topic of your choice, and
produce a detailed report of your findings. Your assignment will give you an opportunity to
demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding:
 Explain the difference between common sense and sociological explanations of human social
behaviour
 Using research skills to investigate topics
 Analyse and evaluate information including published research
 Communicate sociologically informed views.
Comments:
This course is now available only to S6 pupils who should normally have achieved N5 A-C in another social
subject, and in English. A positive commitment to hard work is essential. The N5 is an appropriate course
for pupils contemplating further study at Higher, and/ or subsequent further study or employment in Law,
Politics, Economics, International Affairs, Social Sciences and Journalism, or any course/ job involving
working with members of the public.
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SOCIOLOGY: HIGHER – S6 only
Course Content:
The Higher Sociology Course enables learners to develop an understanding of society through gaining knowledge and
understanding of sociological perspectives, theories and concepts. The Course will develop learners’ ability to
challenge ‘common sense’ explanations about human social behaviour.
Course Content:
 Human Society – investigate sociological approaches to studying society, research methods used and
relationships that exist amongst individuals, groups and institutions as viewed from different sociological
perspectives and theories.
 Culture & Identity – investigate features of culture and identity in a changing world, by considering your own and
others’ cultural experiences to develop an understanding of cultural identity and diversity.
 Social Issues – develop understanding of contemporary social issues by acquiring skills in evaluating and applying
sociological theories and research evidence. You will develop skills in using a range of sources including research
evidence, to justify points of view. The study of theories and sociological research studies of educational
attainment inequality is a mandatory topic within this section.
Course Assessment
You will demonstrate application if skills and breadth of knowledge and understanding. There are two components to
assessment of the N5 Sociology Course. Total 110 marks.
Question paper (2hrs 40 mins) 80 marks including:
Section 1 – Human Society (30 marks)
Section 2 – Culture & Identity (25 marks)
Section 3 – Social Issues (25 marks)
Questions range from 4-80 marks. Human Society Section will contain shorter answer questions, with a 25 mark
essay and shorter answer questions featuring across the Culture/ Identity and Social Issues sections. Question
paper gives opportunity to demonstrate the following skills/ knowledge and understanding:
 Sociological perspectives, theories and concepts
 Sociological significance of relationships amongst individuals, groups and institutions in a changing social
world
 Explain/ evaluate research methods
 Use sociological theories to explain human social behaviour or phenomena such as ‘economic inequality’
 Evaluate sociological research studies to support explanations.
Assignment: 30 marks
The purpose of this assignment is to assess your investigation and communication skills, appropriate to sociology.
You will carry out your own secondary research into a (sociological) topic of your choice, and produce a detailed
report of your findings. Your assignment will give you an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills,
knowledge and understanding:
 Explain the difference between common sense and sociological explanations of human social behaviour
 Using research skills to investigate topics
 Analyse and evaluate information including published research
 Communicate sociologically informed views.
Comments:
This course is now available only to S6 pupils who should normally have achieved Higher A-C in another social subject,
and in English. A positive commitment to hard work is essential. The Higher is an appropriate course for pupils
contemplating further study or employment in Law, Politics, Economics, International Affairs, Social Sciences and
Journalism, or any course/ job involving working with members of the public.
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TECHNOLOGY FACULTY
BUSINESS: NATIONAL 3/4
Course Content
The course prepares learners for everyday life, the world of work or further study of business. It is designed
to provide learners with opportunities to develop the skills, knowledge and techniques required to
successfully organise, co-ordinate and make decisions in a business environment.
You will develop awareness of how small businesses operate and of the relationship between a business
and its customers. This course develops an understanding of how people contribute to business success. As
a consequence, learners will be better informed about business and able to make effective contributions to
society as consumers, employees or employers. The course involves two mandatory units:
Business in Action

You will examine how small businesses operate, how these businesses aim to satisfy
customer needs through marketing, production etc. and also the impact that functional
departments have on the success or failure of the business.

Influences on
Business

You will examine the role and importance of stakeholders in the business such as
customers and suppliers, and also the impact of internal and external factors which
affect the success of the business.

Assessment
National 3 & National 4 Business are internally assessed. To achieve an award at National 3 learners must
pass all National assessments for each of the above units and National 4 also complete an added value
assignment.
Homework
Homework will be set weekly and will not exceed 1 hour.
Entry requirements
There are no entry requirements to either course.
Progression
 National 4 Business
 National 5 Business Management
 SCQF Level 5 & 6 Business with Information Technology
 Higher Business Management
 Further study in other Business-related courses e.g. Administration & IT
 Employment
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: NATIONAL 5 & HIGHER
Course Content
Business and Enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development. The study of Higher
Business Management places the key elements of management in a study of business as a whole. Business
Management is designed to provide young people with opportunities to develop the skills, knowledge and
techniques required to successfully organise, co-ordinate or make business decisions.
Business Management highlights the importance of enterprise to all organisations and the increasing role
of Information Technology in business will be highlighted. The course would be excellent preparation for
the many Degree courses at University which now include Management in their course options. National 5
and Higher have three areas of study:
Understanding
Business

You will enhance their understanding of the features and characteristics of large
organisations. It will further develop the skills, knowledge and understanding by
carrying out activities relating to the operation of large organisations including those
that operate globally. You will explore issues relating to the internal and external
environment in which larger organisations operate and the effect this can have on
decision making and profitability.

Management of
People & Finance

You will enhance their understanding of the management of people and finance within
large organisations. It will further develop the skills, knowledge and understanding
required to make decisions about how to manage these resources effectively. In doing
so, the Unit is designed to enhance the employability of learners by enabling them to
carry out activities that will contribute to organisational success.

Management of
Marketing &
Operations

You will enhance their understanding of the management of marketing and operations
within large organisations. The Unit will develop the skills, knowledge and
understanding required to make decisions about how to manage these activities
effectively. In doing so, the Unit is designed to enhance your employability by enabling
them to carry out activities that will contribute to organisational success.

Assessment
National 5
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 30 marks
Question Paper: 90 marks (2 hours)

Higher
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 30 marks
Question Paper: 90 marks (2 hours & 45 minutes)

Homework
The course is intensive, demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals. Homework will be set on
a weekly basis, not exceeding two hours.
Comments & Entry Requirements
National 5
 Expecting or have achieved Nat
5 English
 Expecting or have achieved Nat
4 Business

Higher
 Expecting or have achieved
Nat 5 English or sitting Higher
 Expecting or have achieved
Nat 5 Bus Man
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Progression
 SCQF Level 6 Business with
Information Technology
 Ad Higher Bus Management
 National 5 & Higher Economics
 Employment

BUSINESS WITH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: NPA – SCQF LEVEL 5 & 6
NOTE: this qualification is equivalent to a C at National 5 or Higher for College entrance
Course Content
Business and Enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development. This course provides young
people with opportunities to develop the skills, knowledge and techniques required to successfully
organise, co-ordinate or make business decisions. A key part too, is the development of IT skills in the
processing and communicating of information. It combines the application of information technology using
a range of software packages with knowledge of various organisational procedures, to underpin operations
and decision making within an organisation.
1. Understanding Business (6 credits)
You will enhance their understanding of the features and characteristics of large organisations. It will
further develop the skills, knowledge and understanding by carrying out activities relating to the
operation of large organisations including those that operate globally. You will explore issues relating
to the internal and external environment in which larger organisations operate and the effect this can
have on decision-making and profitability.
2. Management of Marketing & Operations (6 credits)
You will enhance their understanding of the management of marketing and operations within large
organisations. The Unit will develop the skills, knowledge and understanding required to make
decisions about how to manage these activities effectively. In doing so, the Unit enhances your
employability by enabling them to carry out activities that will contribute to organisational success.
3. Communication in Administration (6 credits)
You will develop a range of IT skills, some of them advanced, for communicating complex information
to others. You will develop an understanding of barriers to communication and ways of overcoming
them to ensure communication is clear and effective. You will develop a knowledge and understanding
of the security and confidentiality of information. This foundation will enable learners to communicate
information in ways that take account of the needs of the audience.
4. IT Solutions for Administrators (6 credits)
You will develop skills in IT, some of them complex, and in organising and managing information in
administration-related contexts. You will extend their problem solving skills through having to provide
solutions asked for in a given brief. You will select appropriate IT applications covering word
processing, spreadsheets and databases, or emerging equivalent technologies, and will use them to
analyse, process and manage complex information in the context of creating and editing business
documents.

Assessments
Business with Information Technology involves internal assessment only. To achieve an award for this
course you must complete all National Assessments for each unit above. There is no final examination or
course work elements for this course.
Homework
The course is intensive, demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals. Homework will be set on
a fortnightly basis, not exceeding two hours.
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content
Business and Enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development. The study of Advanced
Higher Business Management places the key elements of management in a study of business as a whole.
Business Management is designed to provide young people with opportunities to develop the skills,
knowledge and techniques required to successfully organise, co-ordinate or making decisions in a business
environment.
Business Management highlights the importance of enterprise to all organisations and the increasing role
of Information Technology in business will be highlighted. The course would be excellent preparation for
the many Degree courses at University which now include Management in their course options. Business
Management has three areas of study:
Managing
Organisations
(The External
Environment)

You will analyse factors which affect the external environment of business enterprise
and which managers have to take account of when making decisions, by examining
contemporary issues which are currently important for business.

Managing
Organisations
(The Internal
Environment)

You will analyse factors which affect the work of managers in business organisations in
a constantly changing business environment, by concentrating on critical internal issues
affecting managerial decision making, such as leadership and change.

Researching a
Business

You will apply your knowledge and understanding of the principles of business
management to a business organisation of their choice. You will gather information on
a business and use this information to assess the current situation of the business.

Assessment
Advanced Higher Business Management involves internal and external assessment. The assessments are
under review from SQA and will be finalised in April 2019. A sample of this year’s assessment criteria are to
students to:
1.
2.
3.

Complete all National Assessments for each area above,
Complete a Business Report, and
Complete an External written paper set by SQA (2 hours and 45 minutes).

Homework
The course is intensive, demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals. Homework will be set on
a weekly/fortnightly basis, not exceeding two/three hours.
Comments & Entry Requirements
1.
2.
3.

Achieved Higher Business Management
Achieved National 5 English
English National 5 or are completing Higher or Advanced Higher English in S6.

Progression
 Further study at College or University for HNC, HND and Degree in Business, Marketing, Human
Resources, etc. and employment
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COMPUTING SCIENCE: NATIONAL 3
Course Content
Computing Science provides an understanding of the technologies that underpin our modern digital world
and develops transferable skills. It brings together elements of technology, science and creative digital
media and has wide-ranging social implications providing an excellent opportunity for cross-curricular
learning. The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:





introduce and develop aspects of computational thinking in a range of contexts
develop knowledge and understanding of basic facts and ideas in computing science
develop skills and knowledge in software and application-based development tools
apply skills and knowledge to develop and implement simple digital solutions

The Course is designed for learners who want to learn more about the technological world around them
and become skilled in building digital solutions using a variety of software applications. Learners will
develop and broaden their technological experience through an increasing awareness of contemporary
technologies. They will also develop a range of transferable skills for learning, skills for life and skills for
work, opening up a wide range of study opportunities.
Building Digital
Solutions

You will become familiar with the features of development software to build digital
solutions such as computer games, animation and other applications.

Information
Solutions

You will become familiar with the features of development software to build digital
solutions such as computer games, animation and other applications.

Assessment
You will be assessed by unit assessments comprising of a written element and a series of practical tasks to
demonstrate knowledge and skills development.
Progression
 National 4 Computing Science
 other qualifications in Computing Science or related areas
 further study, employment and/or training
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COMPUTING SCIENCE: NATIONAL 4/5
Course Content
Computing science is vital to everyday life - socially, technologically and economically; it shapes the world
in which we live and its future. Computing is embedded in the world around us, from systems and devices
in our homes and places of work, to how we access education, entertainment, transportation and
communication. Understanding computational processes and thinking is also vital to many other fields
including science, economics, business and industry. All learners will benefit from the development of
these foundational skills and the underpinning knowledge necessary to meet the needs of society today
and for the future. Computing has two areas of study:
Information
System Design &
Development

You will enhance your understanding of how to develop an information system, by
using appropriate development tools such as database, whilst considering factors
involved in the design and implementation of this system by describing its purpose,
security risk, etc.

Software Design
& Development

You will enhance your understanding of how programs work, by drawing on an
understanding of concepts in software development and basic computer architecture,
by examining coding, etc. From this you will develop short programs using one or more
software development environments.

Assessment
National 4
All course elements are internally assessed. To
achieve an award at learners must pass all National
assessments for each of the above units and the
added value assignment

Higher
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 50 marks
Question Paper: 110 marks (2 hours)

Homework
Written homework will be issued at regular intervals, on a weekly/fortnightly basis. Deadlines for
completing practical work will be set and this may involve students using the school’s computers in their
own time.

Comments & Entry Requirements
National 4
National 5
The course is interesting and stimulating and a high This course is suitable for students who have been
level of commitment is expected from young people working within Level 4

Progression
 National 5 Computing Science

Progression
 SCQF Level 5 or 6 Cyber Security
 SCQF Level 5 or 6 Data Science
 Higher Computing Science
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COMPUTING SCIENCE: HIGHER
Course Content
Computing science is vital to everyday life - socially, technologically and economically; it shapes the world
in which we live and its future. Computing is embedded in the world around us, from systems and devices
in our homes and places of work, to how we access education, entertainment, transportation and
communication. Understanding computational processes and thinking is also vital to many other fields
including science, economics, business and industry. All learners will benefit from the development of
these foundational skills and the underpinning knowledge necessary to meet the needs of society today
and for the future.
Course Content
Two core units - Software Design and Development and Information System Design and Development
Information
System Design &
Development

The general aim of this unit is to develop your knowledge and understanding of
advanced concepts and practical problem-solving skills in information system design
and development through practical and investigative tasks. You will apply
computational thinking skills to implement practical solutions using a range of
development tools in database and web design. You will also develop an understanding
the technical, legal, environmental, economic and social issues related to one or more
information systems.

Software Design
& Development

The general aim of this unit is to develop your knowledge and understanding of
advanced concepts and practical problem-solving skills in software design and
development. You will develop programming and computational thinking skills by
designing, implementing, testing and evaluating practical solutions and explaining how
these programs work. You will also develop an understanding of computer
architecture, the concepts that underpin how programs work and investigate the
impact of contemporary computing technologies.

Assessment
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 50 marks
Question Paper: 110 marks (2 hours & 30 minutes)
Homework
Homework will be issued regularly and it is up to the student to keep up-to-date with the work being done
in class and to plan revision. Homework will be set on a weekly basis, not exceeding two hours. During
practical work there are deadlines for assignments and this may mean the student doing work on the
school’s computers outside normal class hours or in their own time.
Comments
A high level of commitment is expected. We would recommend that either you have:
1 Achieved/expecting to achieve a National 5 Computing Science grade A or B.
2 Expecting to achieve a good set of National 5 results, including an ‘A’ at NAT5 Maths in S4 and be
taking other Higher subjects
3 Achieve good Higher results in S5 Maths & English and be taking other Higher/Advanced Higher
subjects
Progression
 Advanced Higher Computing Science
 SCQF Level 5 or 6 Cyber Security
 SCQF Level 5 or 6 Data Science
 College or University courses
 Employment
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COMPUTING SCIENCE: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content
This course is for students who have attained A or B grade in Higher Computing. It is expected that
students are able to conduct independent research and study at this level. They will have to plan and
organise their own learning with teacher support.
The purpose of the Course is to build on the knowledge and understanding and practical skills developed by
the candidate in the Higher Computing Course, and provide a useful bridge towards further study of
computing in higher education. This bridge is achieved by a Course, which consolidates and extends
learning, provides opportunity for independent and investigative work, while encouraging teamwork, and
requires candidates to undertake and report on a significant software development project.
Information
System Design &
Development

This unit explores a range of advanced concepts and processes relating to the design
and development of complex information systems. You will develop skills in developing
and implementing complex information systems. You will develop your independent
learning skills by investigating a contemporary development, describing its purpose,
features and applications, whilst examining its legal and/or ethical implications, and
evaluating its environmental, economic and/or social impact.

Software Design
& Development

This unit explores a range of advanced concepts and processes relating to software
design and development, including the use of standard algorithms, structured data
types and a range of programming constructs. You will develop skills in, developing
well-structured, complex modular programs, whilst using appropriate programming
languages. Through investigative and practical work, you will gain an understanding of
the similarities and differences in different programming paradigms.

Assessment
The assessments are under review from SQA and will be finalised in April 2019. A sample of this year’s
assessment criteria are to students to:
Component 1 — project: The purpose of the project is to assess practical application of knowledge and
skills from across the course to develop a solution to an appropriately challenging and complex computing
science problem. It will assess learners’ skills in planning and designing a solution to a problem,
implementing and testing a solution, and evaluating and reporting on that solution. The assignment will
have 90 marks (60% of the total mark). The project will be based on a meaningful task providing
appropriate challenge and requiring application.
Component 2 — question paper: The purpose of the question paper is to assess breadth of knowledge
from across the course, depth of understanding, and application of this knowledge and understanding to
answer appropriately challenging questions (40% of total mark).
Homework
As the students plan their own course, keeping up to date with the work is their responsibility and it will be
up to them to pass in completed work for marking. However, homework is given regularly and there will
be deadlines for some submissions, which must be met.
Progression
 College or University courses and a range of IT related careers, for which there is great demand
 Employment
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CYBER SECURITY: NPA – SCQF LEVEL 5/6
NOTE: this qualification is equivalent to a C at National 5 or Higher for College entrance
Course Content
The aim of the NPA in Cyber Security is to produce knowledgeable and skilled individuals who are aware of the
potential misuses of computer systems and the impact of unauthorised access being gained to computer systems. The
learners will then be able to use this knowledge and these skills for the benefit of legal and ethical purposes.
The course allows pupils the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills in data security, digital forensics and
ethical hacking. These topics make up the three Units within the course.
The course will encourage learners to improve their cyber hygiene and enable them to identify security weakness
safely, legally and ethically. They will also help learners to contribute more safely to virtual communities.
This award has been developed with input from Police Scotland and is one of the first school-based national
qualifications in cyber security to be developed. The course content is a mixture of theory and practical work and
involves learning with the help of Case Studies and simulated real-life scenarios. Assessments are completed at the
end of each unit. This course will prepare learners for further studies and future employment in the areas relating to
Cyber Security.
Data Security

The specific aim of the Data Security Units is to place data security within the context of the real
world and explore current practice in corporate data security. This includes the legal and ethical
considerations, and the practical methods to protect personal and corporate data. The Units will
introduce you to the concepts around personal and corporate data security, including aspects of
legal and ethical obligations.

Digital Forensics

The Digital Forensics Units are designed to develop your knowledge and skills in digital forensics
examination. You will gain knowledge of the principles and the integrity of the process involved
in forensically examining digital evidence. You will gain practical skills in identifying evidential
sources across a range of digital devices and mediums. Using these sources of evidence, you will
then analyse and interpret data, its relevancy to an enquiry under investigation and the
subsequent reporting of that information.

Ethical Hacking

The purpose of the Ethical Hacking Units is to develop a competent understanding of tools and
techniques used by malicious and ethical hackers. You will gain an understanding of the
potential threats and tools that can be used by malicious hackers to target individuals and
organisations. By the end of this Unit you will have the ability to implement techniques and
technologies used to defend systems from attack and evaluate the Scottish, UK and EU
legislation and ethics of hacking.

There might be an opportunity to achieve 2 NPAs if Data Science and Cyber Security are completed together.

Assessment
Cyber Security involves internal assessment. To achieve an award of Cyber Security a young person must successfully
complete all National Unit Assessments for each area above.
Homework
The course is intensive, demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals. Homework will be set on a weekly
basis, not exceeding two hours.
Progression
 Police Scotland Security Badge
 National 4/5 and Higher Computing Science
 SCQF Level 5 or 6 in Data Science
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DATA SCIENCE: NPA – SCQF LEVEL 5/6
NOTE: this qualification is equivalent to a C at National 5 or Higher for College entrance
Course Outline
Data science is one of a number of emerging technologies, which include artificial intelligence and machine
learning that are becoming vital for contemporary societies. “Big data analytics” was one of four
technologies (along with cyber security, mobile computing and cloud computing) identified by The Tech
Partnership as an area of future skills shortage. Data Science is a growing industry across Scotland,
specifically within Edinburgh.
Students will study the units below (Data Science and Data Citizenship), along with one from the lists
below, dependent upon level, for the whole class.
1. Data Science: involves learners gathering data from different sources then analysing it by exploring,
modelling and validating the data. They will then visualise the results and present on their findings,
reporting on what they have found and how it can make a different to themselves or others.
2. Data Citizenship: involves understanding how data is used. Learners will learn data literacy and basic
statistics. They will learn how to interpret data in different formats to find out interesting things from
the data, to investigate why unusual results or trends, and think about the impact of behaviour change
resulting from the analysis. Learners will investigate how data can have both a positive and negative
effect on society, such as when biased data is used in decision-making or when data is misrepresented
to influence people.
SCQF Level 5
Computer Programming
Statistics
Project level
Machine Learning
Numeracy
Data Security

SCQF Level 6
Computer Programing
Statistics
Project Level
Machine Learning
Data Security

There might be an opportunity to achieve 2 NPAs if Data Science and Cyber Security are completed
together.
Assessment
Data Science involves all internal assessment. To achieve an award of NPA in Data Science you must
successfully complete all National Unit Assessments for the chosen units above.
Homework
The course is intensive, demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals. Homework will be set on
a weekly basis, not exceeding two hours.
Progression
 Learners may progress to HN Units and/or awards in Computing at SCQF level 7 or above, following the
progression pathways within the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework.
 SCQF Level 5 or 6 in Cyber Security
 Higher Computing
 Future career opportunities including data scientist, business analyst, data engineer. Data scientists
could end up working in business intelligence, artificial intelligence and robotics, finance, tourism,
science and medical research, agriculture technology, or in the Space and Satellite industry.
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ECONOMICS: NATIONAL 5 & HIGHER
Course Content
Economics has never been a more relevant course to study than it is today. Our national and global
economies are influenced by a large number of inter-connecting and ever-changing factors, such as trade
agreements, exchange rates and global supply and demand for goods. A knowledge of these factors and
their impacts will greatly improve learners’ understanding of the world in which we live and will enable
them to make informed choices as citizens and decision-makers of the future.
Through this course, learners will develop an analytical and evaluative way of thinking, numeracy skills by
interpreting economic data and processing it into useable information and collaborative skills by working
with others to resolve economic issues. Economics has three areas of study:
1

Economics of the Market: learners will begin to understand the basic economic problem of
unlimited wants in relation to limited resources. Learners will also examine and analyse how the
forces of supply and demand drive resource allocation and production. This will provide learners
with an in-depth understanding of markets and how they operate.

2

UK Economic Activity: learners will analyse government income and expenditure. They will develop
the ability to assess the policies and other methods used by the government to achieve its economic
aims and to assess the effects of the Scottish economy on the UK economy. Learners will consider
the implications of government actions and suggest solutions to relatively complex economic
problems.

3

Global Economic Activity: learners will study the global nature of economics. They will explore global
trade and the balance of payments and their importance in the UK economy. They will also examine
exchange rates. Learners will consider the changing features of the European Union, developing
countries and emerging economies and their social impact.

Assessment
National 5
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 30 marks
Question Paper: 90 marks (2 hours)

Higher
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 30 marks
Question Paper: 90 marks (2 hours & 30 minutes)

Homework
The course is intensive, demanding and homework will be set at regular intervals. Homework will be set on
a weekly/fortnightly basis, not exceeding two/three hours.
Comments & Entry Requirements
A high level of commitment is expected from young people and it is interesting and stimulating. An
expectation is that you would have achieved at least a National 5 B in Maths and/or English.
Progression
 Higher & Advanced Higher Economics
 National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher Business Management
 SCQF Level 6 Business with Information Technology
 Further study at College or University
 Employment
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ENGINEERING SCIENCE: HIGHER
Course Content
Engineering shapes the world in which we live and its future. Engineers play key roles in meeting the needs
of society in fields that include climate change, medicine, IT and transport. Units studied include:
1. Engineering contexts and challenges
Candidates develop a deep understanding of engineering concepts by exploring a range of engineering
problems with some complex features, and their solutions. This allows them to explore some existing
and emerging technologies and challenges, and to consider implications relating to the environment,
sustainable development, and economic and social issues.
2. Electronics and control
Candidates explore an appropriate range of key concepts and devices used in electronic control
systems, including analogue, digital and programmable systems. They develop skills in problem solving
and evaluating through simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks across a range of contexts.
3. Mechanisms and structures
Candidates develop a deep understanding of mechanisms and structures. They develop skills in
problem solving and evaluating through simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks across a
range of contexts.
The course provides a broad and challenging exploration of engineering, enabling candidates to:






extend and apply knowledge and understanding of key engineering concepts, principles and practice
understand the relationships between engineering, mathematics and science
apply analysis, design, construction and evaluation to a range of engineering problems with some
complex features
communicate engineering concepts clearly and concisely, using appropriate terminology
develop a greater understanding of the role and impact of engineering in changing and influencing our
environment and society

Assessment
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 50 marks
Question Paper: 110 marks (2 hours & 30 minutes)
Homework:
Regular completion of homework will be set to consolidate classroom learning.
Entry Requirements:
 Minimum of National 5 Maths
 Any qualifications and/or experience related to physics
Progression
 Advanced Higher Engineering Science
 SQA qualifications at College or University related to mechanical/electrical/environmental Engineering
Science
 Employment and/or training
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: NATIONAL 4/5
Course Content
Graphic Communication provides opportunities for learners to initiate and develop their own ideas
graphically. It allows them to develop skills in reading and interpreting graphics produced by others.
Learners will continue to develop graphic awareness in often complex graphic situations thus expanding
their visual literacy. The Course is practical, exploratory and experiential in nature. It combines elements of
creativity and communicating for visual impact with elements of protocol and an appreciation of the
importance of graphic communication standards, where these are appropriate.
The Course allows learners to engage with technologies. It allows learners to consider the impact that
graphic communication technologies have on our environment and society. Communication is frequently
facilitated by use of graphics and, in particular, by the use of technical graphics in the construction,
engineering and consumer industries. The creation and interpretation of drawings are generic skills useful
in terms of employment in these sectors and as life skills in a world where communication increasingly uses
graphics.
Students will have the opportunity to develop analytical thinking and creativity. Knowledge of the
importance of graphics in an industrial context will provide a perspective on the commercial and industrial
world. The course makes a significant contribution to develop technological capability.
The courses aim to:






skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, graphics materials and
software
creativity in the production of graphic communications to produce visual impact in meeting a specified
purpose
skills in evaluating the effectiveness of graphics in communicating and meeting their purpose
an understanding of graphic communication standards protocols and conventions, where these apply
an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and
society

National 4 Assessment
Candidates will be assessed by:
Unit assessments
Added Value Assignment

National 5 Assessment
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 40 marks
Question Paper/Exam: 80 marks (2 hours)

Homework
Regular completion of drawings and theory homework will be set to consolidate classroom learning.
Entry Requirements
 There are no entry requirements for National 4
 Have achieved National 4 Graphic Communication (for National 5)
Progression
Study within Graphic Communication can lead on to a range of professions, including: Animation,
architecture, CAD technician, civil/structural/mechanical engineering, interior design, graphic design,
product design, model making, set design, sign writing, surveying and teaching.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: HIGHER
Course Content
Graphic Communication provides opportunities for learners to initiate and develop their own ideas
graphically. It allows them to develop skills in reading and interpreting graphics produced by others.
Learners will continue to develop graphic awareness in often complex graphic situations thus expanding
their visual literacy. The Course is practical, exploratory and experiential in nature. It combines elements of
creativity and communicating for visual impact with elements of protocol and an appreciation of the
importance of graphic communication standards, where these are appropriate.
The Course allows learners to engage with technologies. It allows learners to consider the impact that
graphic communication technologies have on our environment and society. Communication is frequently
facilitated by use of graphics and, in particular, by the use of technical graphics in the construction,
engineering and consumer industries. The creation and interpretation of drawings are generic skills useful
in terms of employment in these sectors and as life skills in a world where communication increasingly uses
graphics.
Students will have the opportunity to develop analytical thinking and creativity. Knowledge of the
importance of graphics in an industrial context will provide a perspective on the commercial and industrial
world. The course makes a significant contribution to develop technological capability.
The courses aim to:






skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, graphics materials and
software
creativity in the production of graphic communications to produce visual impact in meeting a specified
purpose
skills in evaluating the effectiveness of graphics in communicating and meeting their purpose
an understanding of graphic communication standards protocols and conventions, where these apply
an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and
society

Assessment
Candidates will be assessed by:
Assignment: 50 marks
Question Paper: 90 marks (2 hours & 30 minutes)
Homework
Regular completion of drawings and theory homework will be set to consolidate classroom learning.
Entry Requirements
Students should have achieved National 5 Graphic Communication
Progression
Study within Graphic Communication can lead on to a range of professions, including: Animation,
architecture, CAD technician, civil/structural/mechanical engineering, interior design, graphic design,
product design, model making, set design, sign writing, surveying and teaching.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: ADVANCED HIGHER
Course Content
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:







skills for enquiry, research and evaluation in the commercial contexts of graphic communication
critical understanding of the impact of advanced graphic communication technologies and activities on
our environment and society
skills in applying graphic communication design principles and techniques in the various contexts of
commercial activity
skills in the use of software applications in producing creative, meaningful and effective graphic items
and solutions to contextualised problems and challenges
skills in creatively applying graphic presentation work and animation techniques to satisfy the needs of
commercial activities and those of their audiences
the ability to demonstrate independence in learning and thinking

Graphic Communication has two mandatory units:
Technical
Graphics

Learners develop and creatively apply the graphic communication knowledge, skills and
understanding which directly support graphic designing and communication activities
in the various contexts of technical activities. It will enable learners to experience
graphic communication in technical detail through exploring the purposes, applications
and audience requirements. Within this Unit it is expected that students will be using a
range of knowledge and skills through manual and/or electronic-based communication
activities. Students will have significant opportunities to explore the use of detailed 2D
and 3D graphics in modelling, graphic visualisation and technical/mechanical animation
in relation to technical activities.

Commercial &
Visual Media
Graphics

Learners develop skills and explore techniques in creating a range of effective
commercial and visual media graphic communication activities and their application in
the fields of publishing and promotion. This Unit will attract students with an interest in
the broad commercial and visual media use of graphics which might include
presentation work, magazines, newspapers, informational manuals, static promotional
work, website page layout, graphic design, advertising and point of sale, digital media,
games, animation, expressive arts, electronic based learning and advertising. Graphic
design work will be iterative, with an expectation of review, evaluation, amendment
and presentation, and with a deep understanding of the needs of the intended
audience.

Assessment
The assessments are under review from SQA and will be finalised in April 2019. A sample of this year’s
assessment criteria are to students to:
The course will consist of a project worth 120 marks (60% of the final mark) and a SQA question paper
worth 80 marks (40% of the final mark).
Homework
Homework will be issued on a regular basis and students will be expected to be self-motivated and keep up
to date with all coursework.
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PRACTICAL WOODWORKING: NATIONAL 4/5
Course Content
Practical creativity fosters qualities of self – esteem, technological confidence, self – discipline and
maturity, all of which are essential attributes for all.
The course is practical in nature, develops systematic and safe working approaches to the use of hand and
machine tools, students will gain an insight into industrial practice and standards. The transferable skills
and attributes the course sets out to develop are:






The ability to use systematic approaches when using hand and machine tools
The ability to read and interpret working drawings
The ability to produce practical work to given specifications and tolerances
The ability to work independently to a given schedule
The ability to make informed choices on the basis of practical experience as well as supplied
information.

The course is workshop based and will develop skills in marking out, cutting, shaping, as well as using,
adjusting and maintaining a range of hand tools whilst manufacturing a range of products.
The course aims to:
 Foster transferable practical skills
 Develop skills, knowledge, understanding and general aspects of practical woodworking activity
 Encourage independence and the ability to make choices
 Highlight the importance of safety and encourage responsible attitudes in a workshop environment
 Contribute to personal development, in particular to practical ability
National 4 Assessment
Candidates will be assessed internally and
moderated externally on the practical projects
undertaken.
The projects will cover Flat Frame construction,
Carcase construction and Machining & Finishing.

National 5 Assessment
Candidates will have units assessed internally and
assignments/exam marked externally by SQA.
Question Paper: 60 marks – scaled to 30 (1 hour)
Practical Activity: 70 marks – scaled to 70

Entry Requirements:
 No entry requirements for National 4
 Preferably, successful completion of National 4 (for National 5)
Progression:
 National 5 Practical Woodworking
 National 5 Graphic Communication
 Employment opportunities in a range of skills areas, such as joinery and design work
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WIDER ACHIEVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Prince’s Trust Achieve Programme
Prince’s Trust Achieve within CCHS provides a personal development programme for our
students. The club helps to support the students in developing the skills and confidence needed to
progress into a positive future.
The Achieve programme promotes a flexible approach, using relevant, experiential learning to
support our students to achieve a range of personal and employability skills and gain qualifications.
The students work together as a group on practical learning projects, which are designed to boost
their confidence, improve self-esteem and attainment. These skills and personal qualities can
support the students to achieve more, both at school, and in the future.
Achieve gives the students the following opportunities:





Develop their own personal growth and engagement in, and through, learning.
Engage in learning that is relevant to them and support their development of personal skills
and attributes that are essential for working life and employment.
Prepare themselves for progression into further education programmes, modern
apprenticeships and other work based learning.
Develop their English and Mathematics skills.

Some of the planned activities to support the students’ learning are:
Fundraising activities for chosen charities.
Enterprise Activities.
Career Planning.
Community based projects.
Teamwork.
Students can gain the John Muir Award whilst undertaking the Achieve programme and a
Certificate in Personal Development and Employability Skills at SCQF Level 4.
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JET Academy - JOB + EDUCATION + TRAINING
JET is a work-based learning programme for Senior Phase High School students.
It entails:
•

Weekly work experience placement on a Friday.

•

Placement starts September 2015.

•

Students work with an employer in Edinburgh and are expected to travel independently to
their workplace.

•

Students gain experience of the working world.

•

Students attend school as normal Monday – Thursday, follow their school timetable,
working towards National 4 and 5 Qualifications.

•

During the week students also work towards an SQA recognised qualification in
Employability as part of the JET Academy.

Students will work towards a SCQF Level 4 award in Employability. This involves completing 3
units:

Responsibilities of Employment.


Preparing for Employment – First Steps.



Building own Employability Skills.

There is also scope to obtain a Work Experience Unit and Steps to Work Award.
A JET Co-ordinator will interview each young person individually to discuss their options for
work experience and whether the JET Academy is the right path for them.
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Make-Up Skills National Progression Award at SCQF level 5
This NPA is the only Make-Up Skills National Progression Award at SCQF level 5 offered
by the SQA and other Awarding Organisations. This qualification provides candidates with
skills in the key aspects of make-up. This NPA focuses on specific make-up styles
including young, mature and corrective techniques.
This qualification introduces candidates to aspects of make-up skills in the Beauty
industry, which with further training could lead to a range of employment opportunities.
Candidates will develop knowledge skills and techniques in producing specific make-up
looks, to include young and mature day make-up and corrective make-up using various
techniques such as bridal, evening and contemporary makeup.
 Prepare

candidates to progress to further study at HNC level at GlamCandy
makeup college
 Enable

candidates to develop key employable skills while growing in confidence

 Personal

development socially, academically or vocationally

Taught by GlamCandy Makeup College.
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SUPPORT FOR LEARNING
The policy of supporting students’ learning will continue throughout the Senior Phase if necessary.
Support will be given in the manner most appropriate to individual needs and this additional
support will be given by the Support for Learning team comprising: Support for Learning Leader, a
part time SfL teacher and Pupil Support Assistants.
Support may take the form of:
Co-operative Teaching: working with the classroom teacher to support the delivery of an
appropriate curriculum that meets students’ needs.
Direct Teaching: individually or in a group setting. This can be subject based or based around
improving key skills: organisation, ICT and study skills.
Staff Development: providing all staff with: information relating to particular students and their
identified needs; information about appropriate assessment arrangements; opportunities to enhance
their existing knowledge and understanding of additional support needs and appropriate
corresponding teaching strategies.
Consultation: throughout the year, students and staff are welcomed and encouraged to seek advice
and support from the ASL team which is specific to their individual or department’s development
needs.
Arranging Specialist Services: meeting weekly with students who have significant support needs;
providing a reduced timetable where appropriate; providing Assessment Arrangements; liaising
with parents, subject staff, Support for Pupils leaders and outside agencies when required. We also
support the move to college, university or employment through Transition meetings, interview
support and visits.
Assessment Arrangements:
Certain students may suffer from physical, sensory or specific learning impairments which provide
a barrier to performance in examinations.
A.A.s (Assessment Arrangements) seek to remove that barrier without giving an advantage to any
candidate. Throughout S4, Support for Learning staff will monitor the trialling of A.A.s for those
students with additional support needs. Trialling, evidence gathering and the completion of subject
teachers and records are kept by subject departments and this evidence must demonstrate that a
“significant” improvement is achieved. It should be noted that evidence must be generated by the
current course of study. Candidates must provide written confirmation that they are willing to
make full use of such arrangements. The Support for Learning department works closely with the
SQA, SQA co-ordinator in the school and all subject teachers to ensure that appropriate
arrangements are made for the candidates. These are fully discussed with students and parents prior
to requests for A.A.s being finally placed with SQA for implementation in examinations or
National Qualification courses.
Support for Learning continues to work with many outside agencies and other professionals such as
Psychological Services; Visiting Teacher Services; Mobility Trainers; Speech & Language
Therapists; Occupational Therapists; Physiotherapists and other health professionals. In the senior
school, organisations can work in partnership with the school to work with students who need an
enhanced transition to college or employment.
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PUPIL SUPPORT
Mr McBride – Hermiston House, Pupil Support Leader.
Mrs Jordan – Kinleith House, Pupil Support Leader.
Mrs Paterson – Lennox House, Pupil Support Leader.
All Senior Phase students are timetabled for one period a week of Personal Development Time with
either their Pupil Support Leader or a subject teacher who will take the class for the year. The aims
of the programme are outlined below:







To encourage students to set both long and short term targets and review them to assess
progress.
To develop skills which the student will require on leaving school, for example, financial
management.
To develop skills which the student will require on leaving school, for example, financial
management.
To provide careers advice which gives students a realistic view of the options available to
them when they leave school.
To allow students to discuss and develop their ideas on topical issues.
To reflect on personal achievements and plan for personal improvement.

The essential elements of the course are as follows:





Careers Advice – as well as having access to the Careers Advisor, outside speakers are
invited from Higher Education Colleges, Universities and Employment.
University, College and Job Applications. University applicants will spend four weeks in
class being guided through the application process. The college/employment group will
follow a slightly different programme.
Target Setting – each student is required to complete a review and evaluation of their
performance, to set targets and develop action plans. They will then discuss these with their
PSE teacher and review them later in the year.
Topical Issues – a variety of topics will be discussed throughout the fourth year including
financial management, citizenship, presentation skills and sexual health.
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