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Currie Community High School 

Newsletter - Summer 2019 

‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’ 

 

Head Teacher’s Message 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter! 

2018/19 has been another very successful year for the school. The session 

started with outstanding SQA results and ended with a range of activities 

including: The Awards Ceremony; Social Bite Workshops; our annual 

Battlefields excursion; and Diversity Day. 

As this inspiring Newsletter shows, Currie continues to be a school which 

provides opportunities for all our young people to achieve their full poten-

tial through a range of different opportunities and challenges.  

Over the course of this year there have been a number of staff changes. 

Julie Morrison was appointed as Acting Curriculum Leader of English to 

replace Kristy Dale who is on maternity leave and Lesley Muir who is 

Acting DHT. Ian Manderson took early retirement at the start of term and 

Irene Somerville was appointed as CL Science to replace Ian. Rob Greena-

way secured a promotion to DHT at Liberton High School at Christmas 

time and Michael McGregor has been appointed as Curriculum Leader of 

Health and Wellbeing to replace Rob. Rob’s Acting DHT development role 

to drive forward attainment has been taken on by Duncan McBride and 

Maggie Grieve has taken on the role of Acting Pupil Support Leader to re-

place Duncan. We welcomed a number of new permanent teachers to the 

staff – Zach Butlin in English, Mike Christie in Design Technology and 

Claire Cooper in Business Management. Brittany Meador joined the Eng-

lish department this year to cover Sharon Hockaday’s maternity leave and 

she leaves us in the summer. Susan Cheyne will leave Currie at the end of 

term and Mrs Janice Clunie will join us in August. I wish both Brittany and 

Susan well for the future. Ms Hannah Deans is on maternity leave and Mrs Gillian McClay will cover her post 

from August.  3 probationer teachers joined our staff team this year. All have now successfully completed 

their probationary period and all have secured very well deserved permanent teaching posts. I wish them all 

every success in their future careers. The teachers are: Sarah McGavin in Drama whom I am delighted to say 

has secured a permanent post here at Currie. Seamus Lane in Chemistry and Blair MacDonald in PE both of 

whom are moving to Aberdeenshire.  

All of these members of staff are highly skilled professionals and each, in their own unique way, have 

breathed new life into their Faculties and the school as a whole. Currie continues to provide a rich environ-

ment in which all members of the school community can flourish and continues to be a place which is attrac-

tive to some of the professions brightest stars – this is a situation which I hope will continue for many years 

to come.  
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There is one other very important member of staff who will be retiring from Currie, at the end of term, 

after almost 17 years’ service to the school and to the community. Phill Pache came to Currie in Septem-

ber 2002 after a very successful career as an engineer and senior manager at Scottish Power. Phill has not 

only fulfilled the role of the school Business Manager but has gone the extra mile every single day to sup-

port the life and work of our school. I wish Phill well for the future.  

At Christmas time we said farewell to Percy Farren who retired after over 20 years at Currie. As expected 

Percy has continued to contribute to the life of the wider Currie community - Percy organised the first 

Rotary Club quiz between Currie and Balerno High Schools – and I am delighted to say that Currie won! 

The future for our school is now looking very positive indeed. There will be a new Currie Community High 

School on the existing site with an anticipated moving in date of August 2023. I would like to see the en-

tire Currie community coming together, in the same way as we did when we were threatened with clo-

sure, to discuss, plan and shape this new school. We need to think ambitiously and creatively. We need 

to recognise the part we all play in the lives and in the education of our young people and we also need 

to see education as a life-long experience.  

Staff have already been sharing ideas and these are certainly creative and ambitious! We are keen to 

have integrated Faculty spaces with, for example, a performance and exhibition space for Expressive 

Arts. We want high spec technology and sector leading sports areas. We would like to see opportunities 

for our strategic approach to developing the young workforce being integrated into the planning – for 

example with the Health and Food technology department placed adjacent to the cafeteria and kitchens 

to allow true vocational learning to take place with students using the kitchens for events and training. 

We are keen to maximise the use of outdoor spaces to create outdoor classrooms. We are looking for 

new social spaces and facilities to support the health and well -being of staff and students. We firmly be-

lieve that the integrity of both Currie Community High School and Woodlands as separate schools in their 

own unique buildings should be preserved. We believe the new building should have high sustainability 

credentials.  

Ultimately we want a building which this community deserves. A true intergenerational campus providing 

life- long learning for young people, for parents, grandparents and all members of this community. Please 

let me know if you would like to contribute to these discussions and we, alongside estates planning, will 

be organising some community engagement sessions in the very near future.  

As we said many times during the consultation about the proposed closure – our school is a school at the 

centre of its community.  Our school is a popular, successful and high attaining school because we are a 

genuinely comprehensive school, we are an inclusive school with outstanding teachers delivering high 

quality learning and teaching, we have excellent leadership at every level, we work in partnership with 

our parents and carers - and we care about every individual. Currie, in its current building and in the new 

building, will continue to provide the very best educational experience for all and we will support our 

young people to achieve their hopes and dreams. We will continue to be at the forefront of new develop-

ments and continue to take a leading role in City and National initiatives. 

I wish you a lovely summer holiday and I look forward to continuing our positive and productive partner-

ship next term. 

Doreen MacKinnon  
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Our Vision Statement:   ‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’ 

The aims of the school and the key principles underpinning the school’s ethos, its visions and values and, indeed, all 
aspects of the life and work of the school are: 

• To create an environment within which all young people at Currie Community High School are challenged 
and supported to: attain qualifications at the highest level possible; to achieve their full potential through a 
range of opportunities for personal development; to develop skills for learning, life and work and      become 
successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens; and move into posi-
tive and sustained destinations 

• To promote equality and inclusion; celebrate diversity; and remove barriers to learning 

• To promote Learning for Sustainability (outdoor learning, global citizenship, education for sustainable devel-
opment) and Social Justice. 

• To journey towards excellence for all and in all areas of the school’s life and work including learning and 
teaching and the curriculum 

Our Values:   Confidence 

• To perform to the best of your ability 

• To seize every important opportunity 

• To try something new 

• To accept others and yourself 

• To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn 

Unity 

• Supportive to others 

• Unified commitment to improvement 

• Appreciating achievements of all kinds 

Respect  

• Those around you 

• Differences 

• Yourself 

• The Environment 

Responsible 

• For freedom of expression 

• Being safe and making good choices 

• Your own actions 

• For participating in the life and work of our community 

Initiative 

• Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them 

• Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work 

• Show determination, resilience and ambition 

Equality 

• Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while developing your own beliefs 

and values 

• Treat others as you would wish to be treated 

• Show care towards those who may need help 
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The Big Voice Competition 
I recently  won the 

BIG VOICE compe-

tition, a competi-

tion where you 

read out a piece of 

text that you have 

chosen or written. 

It can be anything, 

except that it has 

to be on a theme, 

of which this years’ 

was diversity.  

I chose  Shylock’s 

speech from 

“Merchant of Ven-

ice” because I felt 

that it was very 

relevant and that it 

was quite an interesting piece. But since it was in Shakespearean language I decided to use a 

more modern version, not only because it would be easier to learn but also because it would be 

easier for the audience to understand. I tried to put emotion into my voice and portray what 

the character was feeling and to make my performance more interesting.  

I was nervous before I went up, but also reasonably confident because I had spent quite a bit of 

time practicing the night before and knew exactly what I was doing, not that that helped the 

nerves.  Somehow I got up and performed it the same as I had practiced it at home. I remem-

bered to make eye contact and to 

speak clearly. Once I started speak-

ing I felt much calmer, more relaxed 

as I recited the words I had prac-

ticed so many times at home.  

All in all I really recommend the ex-

perience and feel like it has made 

me more confident and happier to 

speak in front of people. If you are 

coming up to S1 or moving to S2, do 

this competition while you still can. 

You will not regret it.  

Rosie Trinder 



Currie Community High School Newsletter 

 

 

Currie Community High School Newsletter Summer 2019 

5 

CCHS AWARDS CEREMONY 2019  
The Annual Award Ceremony took place on Wednesday 12th June and represented a 

wealth of talent and achievement here at Currie High School.   

Well done to students and staff for all their contributions during the last year.   

 

IAN BENTLEY MEDAL FOR DUX OF THE SCHOOL: Benedict Tan, 6H 
JUNIOR DUX Anjali Jayanty, 5H1 

Winning House for Session 2018/2019 : LENNOX 

The CCHS Award for Science, Mathematics and Technology: Amy McGaff 

The CCHS Award for Arts and Humanities: Becky Anderson, 6H  

Rotary Club of Currie Balerno High School Quiz: Kinleith, Currie 

PiP Award, Contribution to the Life of the School: Gregor Armstrong 

Currie & Balerno Rotary Club Award for Service and Enterprise:  Andrew Ovenstone 6H 

Heriot Watt Award for Leadership : Roksana Goworek, 6L 

Currie Community Council Award: Lucy Goulding, 6K2 

Round Table Award for Excellence: Roksana Goworek, 6L 

Award for School Events, Technical Support:  Neil Drew, 6K2 & Lewis Dickson, 4H1 

The Pupils’ Choice Award Winners: 

 Performer of the Year   Fraser Angus, 6K3 

 Helping in the Community   Emily Deuchars, 2K3 

 Most Charitable Pupil  Finlay Anderson, 1L1 

 Sportsperson of the Year  Jamie Cook, 2H3 

 

Eric Melvin History Prize:  Lewis MacDougall, 5L1 

Barbara Paul Trophy for Extra-Curricular Music:  Adam Cooper, 6L 

John Black Memorial Prize for Drama: Marlene Neumaier, 4K1 

Ronald Paul Prize for Art & Design: Ruairidh Aitken, 5K1 

Rosemary Coy Quaich for Prose/Poetry Speaking: Rosie Trinder, 2H1  

The Elli Moug Award for Contribution to Chemistry: Marlene Neumaier, 4K1 

Lauren Craigie Award for Modern Languages : Ellen Wilkinson, 5H2  

The Paul Davies Braveheart Award: Mariam Butt, 6K2  

The Roley Walton Ecology Award: Rosie Trinder, 2H1       

 

Currie & Balerno News Award for Achievement in Writing:   
 Junior  Amelia McGlynn, 2K3 
 Senior   James Fergusson, 5L2 
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Rotary Club of Currie 
Balerno High School Quiz 

The first annual School Quiz for new S3 students was held between Currie 
and Balerno High Schools on Tuesday 11th June. The purpose of this quiz is 
to foster and enhance the relationship between the two schools and to 
reinforce links between the Rotary Club and the schools. 

There were twelve teams competing, two from each House in each school. 
In each team there was a captain and a scribe. There were eight rounds 
and four questions per round, each worth two points. There were two 
prizes up for grabs: a cup for the House with the most points and a banner 
for the team with the most points. 

The winning House for 2019 was Kinleith for Currie, consisting of Toby Robson, Cameron Carson, Lucy Robertson, and Eva 
Winnick for Kinleith Blue and Dylan Reece, Jamie Gatherar, Arran Brown and Emily Deuchars for Kinleith Red. Kinleith 
Red was the winning individual team. Lennox finished closely behind, with Hermiston in third place.  

The quiz was only possible because of the work of the Rotary Club of Currie and Balerno. A big thank you to them and 
well done to all the participants. 

Benedict Tan – IAN BENTLEY MEDAL 
FOR DUX OF THE SCHOOL 

Mariam Butt – Paul Davies    
Braveheart Award    

Rosie Trinder  receiving the Rosemary 
Coy Quaich for Prose/Poetry Speaking 

Roksana Goworek 

Heriot Watt Award for Leadership  

Benedict Tan being piped in by Seamus Lane  
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S1 FOOTBALL—Double Winners 

Congratulations to coach Lee and our S1 football team who this year have 
won the League and Cup Double! The CCHS S1 team  won the Edinburgh 
A2 league and the League Cup. Congratulations boys! 

Modern Languages Cinema Trip  
On 17th June 2019, a group of 30 senior pupils accompanied Frau Ferguson and Frau Okasha to 
the Filmhouse. 

We were delighted to be able to watch the gripping new thriller, 'Balloon', which is based on a 
true story. In German with English subtitles, the plot follows two East German families in the 
late 1970s who are so desperate to escape the East German regime, that they try their luck with 
a home-made hot air balloon and attempt to fly over the border in the dead of night. Engrossing 
till the last minute, the afternoon was summed up by S4 pupil Sidra who stated: 'Well, that was 
some experience!'  

Mrs Okasha 
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Currie Fire Fighters Have A Flaming Good Time 
During week commencing 10th June 
2019, a group of S3 and S4 pupils went 
to the Sighthill Fire Station for a 5 day 
course with the Sighthill fire fighters. 
During this time, we learned to put on 
the kit, use the equipment and we 
worked on our teamwork and our fo-
cus and communication skills with oth-
ers in our teams. 

Between the S3 and S4, we were split 
into two groups of five for the training 
and for our final presentation.  The 
presentation was delivered to our par-
ents and carers.  During our presenta-
tion, we showed the skills that we 
learned from the rest of the week, including setting out the equipment, shouting the words of 
command, setting out the ladder, heeling the ladder and putting the equipment and the ladder 
away. 

This was an amazing experience because it could help us in later life with careers and apprentice-
ships. I would just like to say to younger year groups that if you get the opportunity to take part 
in this, then take it.   Dylan Innes 
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MEDICATION for NEXT TERM  
Please ensure that if your child has a medical condition requiring emergency medica-
tion this is provided to the school on the first day back after the Summer Break.  

• Asthma—one spare  in date Inhaler that has the prescription sticker on it and 
spacer 

• Allergies—one in date epi-pen (if required) with the prescription sticker and an 
anti-histamine or equivalent.  

• Any other condition requiring medication that is taken or the school administers 
in school day.  

MEDICAL FORMS can be found on the school website under  Information then Welfare 
room.  

If you have any questions please let me know.  

Susan Tait—Welfare PSA 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
This term has seen 3 of our S6 
pupils achieve their Gold Award: 
Becky Anderson, Beth Mollison 
and Joseph Walker. 4 of our S5 
pupils have completed their Sil-
ver Awards: Maria Kheloufi, 
Rose Nicol, Lucy Scyner and 
Martha Johnston.   

Congratulations to them all! 

The 2019 expedition season is 
well underway. The Bronze ex-
peditions are all completed, 
which saw 34 pupils undertake a 
Practice expedition in the Lam-
mermuir Hills and a Qualifying 
expedition in the Pentland Hills. 
Zohra Ghafoor, Ruaraidh Mair, 
Cameron McIntosh, Mercedes Rodriguez-Uruchurtu and Kieran Rose have already completed 
their Bronze Award – well done! 

We have just finished the Silver and Gold Practice expeditions in the Ochils. The Silver Qualifying 
expedition will take place in the Grampian mountains in September, and the Gold group will be 
walking from Aviemore to Braemar through the Cairngorms in August. Fingers crossed for good 
weather and no midges!        

Ms Godfree 
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Play to Learn  
On Wednesday 19th June 2019,  32 of our in-
strumental music students (woodwind, brass 
and strings) attended Play to Learn - Learn to 
Play at the Royal Concert Hall in Glasgow. A day 
run by the Music Education Partnership Group 
(MPEG), conducted by Sir James McMillan with 
special guest Nicola Benedetti, all of whom 
work tirelessly to promote the many benefits of 
music education in our schools across Scotland.  

1500 instrumental music pupils from all across 
the country came together in classical, tradi-
tional, jazz and piping workshops.  Our pupils 
were involved in a rehearsal and concert with 
the West of Scotland Schools Orchestra to form 
the biggest orchestra Scotland has ever seen. 

The performance included music chosen from 2019 BBC 10 Pieces. Finlandia, Mambo from West Side Story 
and Highland Cathedral with Pipers. 

Currie Community High School pupils were the only school to represent Edinburgh at this event which 
turned out to be a fantastic day of music making. As part of the concert they were treated to a perfor-
mance by the West of Scotland Schools Orchestra and Nicola Benedetti. 

A great day was had by all and our pupils were a credit to both themselves and the school.  

A huge thanks to all the staff who helped make this event a success in particular Amanda Booth (cello in-
structor), Kirsty Miller (violin instructor), Sarah Store at (brass instructor), Jan Anderson and Deirdre Mar-
tin. 
Ms Cunningham 
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Edinburgh Schools Badminton League Success! 
A massive congratulations to the U19 Senior Boys Bad-

minton team who have won the Edinburgh Schools 

Badminton League this year. Currie HS finished top of 

the league securing victory over Stewart's Melville 

College, George Watson's College, George Heriot's 

School, Royal High School, Merchiston School and 

Fettes College. 5 wins and 1 draw, good work  Gentle-

man! Well done to  - 

Benedict Tan (Team Captain) ** Ewan Twyford ** Finlay Owen  ** Adrian Jiang 

********************************************************************* 

Diversity Day @ Currie High 
To tie in with our whole-school Diversity Day at Currie 
High School, the Modern Languages Faculty has encour-
aged pupils who speak a language other than English to 
complete a bilingual poster at home with parents. The 
result has been fantastic with stunning posters created in 
languages ranging from Mandarin to Hungarian, from 
Urdu to Arabic, from Shona to Telugu.  

The bilingual posters will be on display in time for Diversi-
ty Day at the end of June 2019 but here's a sneak pre-
view! 

Mrs Okasha 

Salters Festival of Chemistry  
These pupils represented Currie CHS in the 2019 Salters Festival of Chemistry at Heriot-

Watt University in June. As well as being a credit to themselves and the school in being 

selected for this one day programme of fun chemistry experiments and investigations, 

these pupils were also awarded third place in “The University Challenge” activity, seeing 

off competition from secondary schools in Edinburgh and beyond. Well done 

1L1 Shona Murray    * 1H2  Max Moorad * 1L2  Hannah Rijsdijk * 1L2 Aavon Buchanan 

*********************************************************************** 
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My trip to Auschwitz 
On the 3th October 2018, a group of high school students from 
around Scotland had the opportunity to visit a site of incredible 
historic importance.  A site where more than 1 million people 
lost their lives and where hundreds of thousands more had 
their lives eternally impacted.  We visited the Auschwitz con-
centration camp. To visit the site where such a horrendous 
atrocity took place hit home to me the reality of the horrific 
experiences faced by so many Jews.  I was shocked beyond 
what I could ever have anticipated.  I have read diaries and ac-
counts of people in concentration camps and watched docu-
mentaries and films, however, seeing mountains of plaited hair, 
suitcases, keys and saucepans, all symbolic of individuals, their 
homes and family life, really impacted me.  I was deeply moved by the wall of photos de-
picting Jewish families, celebrations, births, marriages and friendships.  Each photo repre-
sented a life that was brutally destroyed and, for me, this brought a new level of sadness 
to the Holocaust. 

When we returned, my friend and I wanted to convey what we 
had learned and been impacted by.  We wanted to communi-
cate that the 6 million lives affected by the Holocaust were all 
unique individuals with hopes, dreams and families.  We got 
permission to transform a corridor in school into an interactive 
installation.  We researched names of Auschwitz prisoners and 
wrote them on luggage labels suspended from the ceiling.  We 
printed out photos of Jews and their lives before the war to con-
vey that they were people with hopes and dreams and experi-
ences just like us.  We also collected hundreds of old keys which 
we suspended from the ceiling for people to walk through.  As 
they walked through the installation we had posters reminding 

them that every key represented a life and a home that Jews would not return to.  We 
also hung quotes from Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust 
survivor, encouraging people not to stand by 
and watch injustices.  This is a lesson which we 
must all learn from and embrace in our day, 
too.   

My lasting memory of the visit was standing by 
the train tracks of Auschwitz Birkenau where so 
many Jews were led to their death.  I vowed 
from that moment on that I would never re-
main silent if I witnessed persecution.  

By Becky Anderson 
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Paolozzi Schools Art Award  
Organised by the RSA Friends, the  Paolozzi schools Art 
Award is a competition open to all secondary schools in Scot-
land which aims to encourage creativity and showcase tal-
ent. It has been running since 1986 and is considered by 
teachers to be one of the most prestigious awards made to 
pupils . The emphasis is on skills of technique, observation 
and interpretation. On Wednesday the 5th of June this year a 
wonderful night was enjoyed by some of  our senior pupils 
and parents. This year our nominees were Grace Cochrane,  
Holly Cochran and Khadija Chohan . Music performances, 
poetry readings and talks were memorable and we had  the 
opportunity to see examples of  some of the wonderful stu-
dent work currently being created in Scottish schools and to meet the young artists in person.  

For her AH folio this year Grace  Cochrane was exploring the theme of identity in portraiture. She was 
inspired my both traditional  pattern and fabrics from Pakistan, and by a desire to represent the subject’s 
culture through the Hijab. Grace found the  linear quality of the wire worked well to link the pieces to-
gether, and added a ghost/trace like character to the piece which further explored her theme of identity. 
For this sculpture, Grace decided to combine traditional mask making, fabric and the intricacy of wire 
work (threads) to best represent her subject.  Ms Richardson 

 
Grace Cochran—below 

Holly  

Cochran— 

left 

Khadija Chohan left 
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EASYFUNDRAISING 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual 

holiday - you could be collecting free donations for Currie Community High School?   There are 

over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, 

Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra!   

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3... 

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/curriecommunityhs/ and join for free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start 
shopping. 

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra 
cost whatsoever! 

There are no catches or hidden charges and Currie Community High School will be really grateful 
for your donations. 

Thank you for your support 

Auf Wiedersehen Alex! 
Frau Okasha’s S4 class baked a delicious cake 
for Alex, our German Language assistant  on his 
last day to thank him for all his work with them 
this year and to wish him all the best. Danke, 
Katie und Amy! 

Alex was also delight-
ed to receive a lovely 
handmade card from 
one of his S3 classes. 
Danke, Rachel! 

Alex had a lovely final 
lesson with the Higher 
German class at the 
start of April. He intro-
duced them to a word game which was played 
with much hilarity and with some members of 
the class showing their true competitive col-
ours! Alex was so delighted with their generous 
Scottish gift and for once was lost for words! 
Danke schön, especially to Amber for the organ-
isation. 

Mrs Okasha 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/curriecommunityhs/
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Protest By The Parliament 

Action Against Climate Change 

On the 15th of March this year, thousands of students 

skipped school in order to stand up for their future. 

Many from Currie Community High School attended. 

The protest took place in front of The Scottish Parliament 

and lasted several hours, peak times being around 10-

11am. Many brought banners and posters acknowledg-

ing how if we don’t make a difference now then our fu-

ture will be compromised. People would chant and shout 

in unison in order to peacefully put their message across. 

From 

my perspective, it was very inspiring to see such a 

great gathering of people who understood that if we 

don’t take action now climate change will have a 

dreadful impact on us all. 

The second major protest took place on May 24th, 

where youth marched from the Meadows all the way 

to the parliament of Scotland, once again trying to 

communicate their important message. Although not 

as many people attended, the crowd was still massive 

(and loud). It was around 11:30 was when the march 

began and by 12:30, SYCS (Scottish Youth Climate 

Strike) commenced their speeches, inspiring and informing the crowd. 

During the march an array of chants accompanied the mass of people, the most popular of them being, 

“Hey hey ho ho, climate change has got to go”. 

Every Friday, a well informed youth part of SYCS sit in front of the 

parliament in support of their beliefs. They understand better 

than most the effects of climate change on our plant and our-

selves. Unlike the majority of people, they chose to make a differ-

ence and do their best to raise awareness through the medium of 

media and communication. 

As climate change became more prominent, myself along with 

others realised we had to do our part in raising awareness to 

change our world for the better. Therefore, we chose to join SYCS 

for the next few Fridays to show our support. After all, what is the 

point in studying for a future that is being destroyed? 

Aoife Mercedes Rodriguez-Uruchurtu 
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CurriECO News 
This session in Currieco, 
as part of our Green 
Flag Journey, we have 
been working on the 
themes of Litter, Biodi-
versity, School Grounds 
and Climate Action. We 
meet every Wednesday 
lunchtime and have 
shared monthly eco 
tips, created a biodiver-
sity display and we are 
in the process of mak-
ing a bee hotel and a 
bee-attracting planter 
all made from recycled 
materials with the help 
of Ms Bangham. Mrs 
Marriott is taking care 
of our lavender and 
other bee-attracting 
plants and PiP are hop-
ing to help us maintain 

our greenhouse and quadrangle areas. We have also organised a foodbank 
donation centre at the front of the school and plan to donate it at the end of 
term to the Edinburgh Food Project following an urgent appeal. There are a 
lot of takeaway polystyrene containers used every day in the canteen so we 
are encouraging pupils to bring in their own clean food containers to save 
on waste, money and landfill. We are planning an Eco Day on the last week 
of term when we will work on our recycling system, litter picking, gardening 
and maintaining the school grounds. If you can help us in any way, please let 
us know.  

Many thanks from Mrs Steel, Ms Bangham, Mercedes, Niyati, Shashank, 
Rosie, Melody, Thomas & Dylan.  
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 #BooksNotJust4Xmas – Our Reading Journey… 
Carrying on the Conversation…and into the Summer… 

 

This has been an excellent year for reading.   
In April, we asked a group of S2 pupils to review our reading journey so far and the key points that came from that 
process included: 

 Pupils want us to encourage them to read as much as 
possible.  The pupils raised the important issue of screen-
time and how damaging this can be to a focus on reading.  
We all agreed that trying to set aside specific times de-
voted to personal reading was really beneficial. 

 The pupils want staff to continue to act as reading role-
models and they really enjoy chatting to staff about what 
they are reading. 

 Pupils want us to make reading ‘cool’ – keep giving it 
kudos and status. 

 

Our next steps: 
 A number of Tutor Groups have started reading during tutor 

time at the start of the day.  This has been positively received 
by the students and is a very calm and focused way to start 
the day. 

 A Summer reading challenge is on its way! 

 We’ll continue to plan key events for important dates in the 
diary – Book Week Scotland/ World Book Day/ National Poet-
ry Day and more. 

 Our reading spots will start to pop up around school. 
A few suggestions to keep your reading journey going at home: 
1. Chat to your children about what they are reading and check-in with them about whether they have a personal 
reading book in their bag.  Having a ‘Book in the Bag’ means that pupils are always prepared to engage in reading 
whenever there is an appropriate moment. 
2. The Scottish Book Trust website is packed full of suggestions:  
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/teens 
3. Audio books can be a great way to get hooked on reading.   
‘Audible’ has a free thirty-day trial.             
 

Tutor Group Book Bingo! 

We want as many people as possible to take part in Book Bingo over the Summer holidays.  If you are in S2 and S3, 
your Group Tutor will issue you a copy of the Book Bingo rules.  If you are in S4 to S6, you can get a copy of the rules 
from the LRC; from your group tutor; or from the English Department. 

THE PRIZE:    If 5+ pupils in a tutor group engage in the challenge, and appear after the holiday with evidence of hav-
ing completed this, then they will gain a merit for every single person in the tutor group.  They will also be awarded 
house points. 

Every pupil who participates (& a chosen friend) will be invited to attend our 'Book Bistro'.  This will take place dur-
ing period 6 on an agreed date after the holidays (around end August).  The 'Book Bistro' will be by invitation only!! 

Evidence includes - a photo(s) of the book(s) you have read and/ or a written note of your favourite line from the 
book. 

Reading suggestions and ideas - check-out the display in the English corridor or have a chat with an adult or pop to 
the LRC or take a look at the suggested lists on the Scottish Book Trust website. 

Enjoy all the reading fun! 

Ms Grieve 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/teens
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S3 Art & Design Trip to Jupiter Artland 

On a beautiful sunny Wednesday in May, fifty S3 Art 
& Design students headed on a trip to Jupiter Artland 
accompanied by Mrs Steel, Ms Richardson, Ms Bang-
ham and Mrs Wernsing. Jupiter Artland is an outdoor 
contemporary sculpture park in Wilkieston – only 15 
minutes' drive from Currie! The park and forest areas 
host installations by some of the world’s most im-
portant sculptors such as Anthony Gormley, Andy 
Goldsworthy, Nathan Coley, Anish Kapoor and Jim 
Lambie. Students got a guided tour and they puzzled 
over the weird and wonderful artworks. They did 
some lovely drawings too! Please enjoy a taster of 
their critical responses that we got from our budding 
art critics: 

‘A Variety Of Cultures by Alec Finlay; Art Critique from 
Aoife Mercedes Rodriguez Uruchurtu, S3 

Alex Finlay situates his art amidst an orchard of native 
plum and apple trees. The ladder structures built from oak, strengthened by underground foundations, 
pair with the variety of growing saplings. The placement of the ladders is tactful as the young trees will 
expand and grow, eventually creating vast canopies which will adapt to their partnered ladder. It is an-
ticipated that the public will have the opportunity to interact with the trees by picking the fruit. For now 
they are free to climb up the ladders and enjoy the beautiful scenery. 

I see much contrast between Alec Finlay’s sculptures and the trees they are situated by. We have a de-
veloping and very organic representation of life with the tree, and a permanent structure with which we 
can interact, the ladder. What I think Alec Finlay is trying to achieve is a balance between the natural 
world and our human creations. The message he is sending us is that we can live side by side with na-
ture in a sustainable way, that no matter what happens to the ladder, the tree shall always be able to 
adapt to it. I feel that this contrasts with the unbalance of our modern day world and how we are de-
stroying the environment. Through his artwork that consists of ladders accompanying the beautiful and 
serene landscape, Finlay can give us a moment of peace and harmony. This makes one feel relaxed and 
at tranquil. 

Often we as human create many ideologies, 
the most prominent being God. The ladders 
are a way of representing the path to the heav-
ens. They direct us to God as we are released 
from life and reborn into the next stage of life. 

What intrigues me most, is the idea of living in 
harmony with nature and feeding off each oth-
er’s positive energy. Although the trees have 
yet to grow, this concept still fascinates me for 
nature is an ongoing cycle, over time the or-
chard will grow and continue to develop. All 
these aspects of Finlay’s artwork ultimately 
symbolise the theme of life, growth and eath.’ 
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S2 Snack Attack Competition  
For this year’s “Snack Attack” challenge, all of our S2s created a healthy 
Fairtrade snack idea in Art & Design. The students worked in small groups 
to design the graphics, packaging and advertising campaign for their newly-
invented snack. Caleb Farries was chosen as our overall winner with his 

healthy pineapple and mango smoothie, 
“Pineago”. Second Prize was Emily Millar 
and Third Prize wen to Ciara Rankin; well 
done to all of our creative S2s! 

Ms Steel  
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Art & Design Success; More Former Pupil Selections at RSA New Contemporaries!  

 

The Art & Design department are proud to share some of our 
former students’ successes this year. 

Katherine Fay Allan has graduated with a First Class in Fine Art & 
Philosophy at Duncan of Jordanstone, Dundee. Her inspiring live 
plant installation work is inspired by the recent loss of her moth-
er who died tragically when Katherine was beginning her art 
studies. Her green yet clinical, sensitive and touching work was 
selected for the prestigious New Contemporaries exhibition 
which showcases the best of Scotland’s new art talent. 

Sarah Broadhurst 
has finished her Mas-
ters degree in Archi-
tecture at Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen after many 
years of intense, hard work. She designed an impressive and 
ambitious tourism recreational hub for the Orkney Isles with 
intricate detail and consideration. Her folio was used to publi-
cise the Gray’s School of Art Degree Show as exemplary stand-
ard.  

Another fantastic 
Gray’s graduate was 
the super-talented  

Catherine Park who created some detailed and ethically sound 
illustrations to help her achieve a First Class Honours in Communi-
cation Design. She produced a series of illustrations investigating 
the effects of Storm Frank on communities along the river Dee. 
Her focus on local Aberdeenshire communities within her work 
helped her to win creative funding for this coming summer." 

Rebecca Tarrant has 
been awarded a first 
class honours degree 
from Edinburgh Universi-
ty this year. She graduat-
ed from Edinburgh Col-
lege of Art with an out-
standing, thought-provoking portfolio inspired by social media. 
She said, ‘Modern technology creates a distancing in communica-
tion – it is done online rather than in person. Taking inspiration 
from the repetitive format of social media platforms such as In-
stagram, I use a stencil to create a repeat pattern within my work. 
Each layer of the stencil reduces the visibility of the imagery, cre-
ating a subtlety that re-invites the intimacy lost.’ 

Lewis McPherson, Aaron Leishman and Shaun Leishman have also successfully completed their Degrees 
in Architecture, Product Design, Graphic Communication and respectively from Napier University after 
four years of hard work! Well done, all! 

We wish them all the best in their future Art & Design careers.      Mrs Steel 
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THE SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
 
 
The school badge should be visible at all times 
 
• School polo shirt in white with embroidered badge OR collared shirt or blouse in 
white with a school tie 

• School sweatshirt in black with embroidered badge (can be worn on its own or 
over school polo shirt) OR plain black v-necked pullover or plain black v-necked cardi-
gan (to be work over shirt/blouse & tie) OR school hoodie in black with embroidered 
badge which must be worn over school polo shirt or shirt/blouse & school tie 

• Black footwear 

• Black trousers or skirt 

School blazer for S6 (compulsory), S5 (optional) and all Prefects (compulsory). 
 
NB   All outdoor clothing, including hats and scarves, must be removed indoors.   
 
 
Items which are not part of our dress code include: 
 

• Any items of clothing which are so tight, short or revealing that they may cause 
offence 

• Shorts 

• Fashion, patterned, illustrated or hooded tops of any style 

• Tops in different colours to school colours (this includes grey) 

• Tracksuit or jogging tops 

• Denim jeans of any colour 

• Combat, tracksuit, jogging trousers 

• Football strips, scarves or football related clothing 

• Caps and hats 

• Clothing bearing prominent manufacturers’ logo, words or pictures which contra-
venes our policy on equality and fairness or which advertises alcohol, tobacco or other 
drugs 

• Clothing or jewellery which contravenes health and safety regulations.  For exam-
ple, dangling ear-rings, long necklaces, scarves, garments which are easily flammable 
due to material and/or design 

• Any items which are clearly fashion accessories e.g. coloured or decorated fashion 
belts 

• Excessive or inappropriate make up 

• Coloured or part-coloured footwear 



Currie Community High School Newsletter 

 

 

Currie Community High School Newsletter Summer 2019 

22 

Contact Us  

Phone: 0131 449 2165 

Email:                                       
admin@currie.edin.sch.uk 

Website: 
www.curriehighschool.co.uk 

Twitter: 
@curriechs 

 Leadership Team 
 

 Senior Leadership Team: 
 

 Head Teacher - Doreen MacKinnon  

 

 Depute Head Teacher - Lesley Muir  

 (Year Head S4/S5/S6 ) 

 

 Depute Head Teacher  - Alan McKinney   

 (Year Head S1/S2/S3) 

 

 Acting Depute Head Teacher— 

 Duncan McBride  

 

 Business Manager - Phill Pache 

 

 

 Pupil Support Leaders (PSL): 
 Hermiston   -  Duncan McBride & 

                                                                  Maggie Grieve    
 Kinleith         - Donna Jordan  

 Lennox        - Louise Paterson (Mon to Thurs)                               

                
  

 Support for Learning Leader: 
 Amanda Wilson 

 

 Curriculum Leaders: 
 Kristy Dale & Julie Morrison - English 

 Claire Mulvey - Expressive Arts 

 Michael McGregor - Health and Wellbeing 

 Kirsti Dower - Maths and Numeracy  

 Catherine Mackenzie - Modern Languages 

 Irene Somerville— Science  

 David Toal - Social Subjects 

 John Schmidt  - Technologies  

 

 

 School Chaplains: 

 Jim Dewar,   Minister Juniper Green Church 

 Easter Smart,   Minister, Currie Kirk 

Keep up to date with  

CCHS News  

VIA our Daily Bulletin  

This can be accessed on our 

website by clicking on 

“Information” then “Bulletin” 

HAVE YOUR CONTACT 

DETAILS CHANGED?  

Please let us know  

Remember, effective school             

communication relies on this. 

Parents in Partnership 

We continue to look at the ongoing  

property issues and give an update 

on fund raising 

Next PiP meeting takes place 

on  

Mon 2nd Sept 2019  
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Dates for your diary 2018/2019 
 

  

 Dates for your diary 2019/2020 

 

Saturday 22nd to Thursday 27th  June 2019    S3/S4 History trip to Battlefields of Belgium 

Thursday 27th June 2019     All classes finish early ar 2.35pm 

Friday 28th June 2019        Term ends at 12 noon 

Wednesday 14th August 2019     All resume at 8.30am  

Monday 2nd September 2019     PiP Meeting at 7pm in the LRC—all welcome 

Monday 16th September 2019     September Holiday School Closed 

Tuesday 17th September 2019    Pupils resume  

Tuesday 24th September 2019    S1 and S4 Photographs 

Monday  30th Sept to Friday 4th Oct 2019     S4 Work Experience Week 

Wednesday 2nd October 2019     P7 Open Evening 

Thursday 10th October 2019     PiP Meeting 7pm in the LRC—all welcome 

Friday 11th October 2019    Term Ends—October Break 

Wednesday 23rd October 2019    Pupils resume  

Monday 28th October 2019     S1 Group Tutors/Parents Meeting 

Thursday 31st October 2019     Jackie Kay - CCHS/Pentland Book Festival Event 

Thursday 14th November 2019     S3 Parents' Evening 

Thursday 21st to  Monday 2nd December 2019     S4 Prelims 

Saturday 23rd November 2019     PIP Christmas Fayre 12-3pm 

Friday 6th to Monday 9th December 2019     Strasbourg Trip 

Wednesday 11th December 2019     Christmas Music Concert 7pm  

Tuesday 17th December 2019     S4 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 20th December 2019  Term Ends—Christmas Break 
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PROM—CCHS CLASS of 2019 
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PROM—CCHS CLASS of 2019 


