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19 March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
You will have seen the announcement yesterday to close schools as of tomorrow and today’s 
announcement that the 2020 SQA exam diet will not go ahead.  More information will follow 
tomorrow in terms of how this will impact on us directly as a school.  There are a further 2 documents 
for your attention:  The City of Edinburgh Council guidance for parents and carers and the Additional 
Support for Learning information for parents/carers.  You will find these particularly in supporting your 
child at home.  There is also a letter from Andy Gray, Chief Education Officer updating you on school 
closures and the City of Edinburgh Council response.  I will be working very closely with the local 
authority and school staff tomorrow in ascertaining what is required to ensure that every young 
person in the Senior Phase rightly has their hard work recognised.   I will communicate further 
tomorrow with regards completion of course work, units and estimate grades.  Please be assured that 
teachers are working very hard to ensure that a young person’s best efforts are recognised in their 
estimate grades in line with SQA protocols. 
 
Throughout the last couple of weeks, we have been updating you on our contingency planning and 
we are now ready to continue learning with our young people at home.  Work is uploaded for all year 
groups for all subjects on the website and this will be dynamic in its nature where teaching staff will 
add materials as they go.  Senior Phase pupils will have direct access to teachers through Microsoft 
365/One Note and/or Microsoft teams.  Young people know how to access this information.  You will 
find the information here: http://tinyurl.com/cchsonlinelearning.    Please can you work in partnership 
with us to ensure that all young people engage with the work, tasks and activities.  It will be more 
difficult for us to address engagement levels, so I trust that we have your support on this. 
 
Communication and Support:  
 
In addition to this there will be an opportunity for young people or yourselves to get in touch with us 
if there are ongoing concerns, questions or need for clarity.  The following members of staff will be 
available to contact with regards the following areas.  The email contact information will be made 
available on the website.  You will find the link here: http://curriehighschool.co.uk/index.php/our-
school/staff/.  Just click on any of the staff member’s details on the website page for their email 
contact details. 
 
Integrated Support Team: 
Louise Paterson (Pupil Support Leader – Lennox) – Pastoral support 
Maggie Grieve (Pupil Support Leader – Hermiston) – Pastoral support 
Donna Jordan (Pupil Support Leader – Kinleith) – Pastoral Support 
Amanda Barton (Support for Learning Leader) – Learning Support 
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Senior Leadership Team: 
Alan McKinney (Depute Head Teacher)  - Broad General Education queries 
Lesley Muir (Depute Head Teacher) – Senior Phase queries 
John Schmidt (Depute Head Teacher– New School Build) – Digital/on line based learning queries 
Jenny Smith (Acting Head Teacher) – General queries 
 
There will also be a ‘Wellbeing’ hotline available where young people can text the hotline number to 
ask to speak with a member of our pastoral team or senior leadership team as a matter of urgency.  
The Wellbeing Hotline number is: 07835 038912. This hotline will be available Monday – Friday, 9am 
– 4pm.  We will let young people know about this tomorrow and provide them with a card that can 
carry with them in the event they need to access the hotline.   
 
In addition to this, one of our partners, The Health Opportunities Team have offered to provide an 
‘on-call’ service when we would usually provide drop ins in the south east of the city which any young 
person can email getsupport@health-opportunities.org.uk and book a slot for a 15min phone call. 
 
As always, we will endeavour to support you and your child/ren in any way so we can to ensure that 
high quality learning and teaching continues. 
 
Thank you once again for your ongoing patience and support.   I will be in touch with more information 
tomorrow to reassure and clarify the position at Currie HS.  Please in the meantime, do not hesitate 
to contact me if you require further information or indeed any clarity. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Ms Jennifer Smith 
Acting Head Teacher 
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