
 

 

Welcome to the Head Teacher’s ‘Week been, ‘Week ahead’ Bulletin. I do hope you and your family 
continue to stay safe and well and that you enjoyed the long weekend together.  It has been nice to 
see sunshine again this week.  It definitely makes a difference.  As it is ‘Mental Health Awareness week’ 
this week, as well as raising awareness with young people, it is important too that parents and carers 
are thinking about self care, compassion and taking time for yourselves.  You continue to inspire me 
by how you are managing home-school learning as well as your busy surrounding lives.   

You will be aware of the First Minister’s announcement yesterday about a return to school and a move 
to blended learning on August 11th.  The City of Edinburgh Council are preparing a recovery plan in 
light of this and as soon as I have more information, I will share this with you.  It is heartening to hear 
that education will become a blend of learning, at home and at school to ensure the safety of all in 
the first instance.  As Acting Head Teacher, I will ensure that a return to school is rigorously planned 
with health and safety, wellbeing and resilience and quality of learning experiences at the heart of the 
preparation.  The finer details will follow as soon as a cohesive plan is in place. 

Week been….. 

 

S6 Leavers messages 

We do hope that our S6 leavers appreciate the messages from staff.  Please look out for them later 

today.  We will send you all a link via text message.  We really do miss that opportunity to acknowledge 

fully their time at CCHS but I am hopeful we can mark this in some way.  Some staff were insistent that 

they dress up in their prom outfits! I think we are all looking forward to lockdown being eased in some 

way.  Thanks to all the staff and all the very best to our wonderful S6 year group. You are all very 

special and we will never forget the class of 2020.  Thank you for everything and for welcoming me to 

your amazing school.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Awareness week: 

It was really important to highlight this week that it is ‘Mental Health Awareness week.’  As wellbeing 

and resilience continues to be our top priority, we wanted young people to take time to think about 

how can they can show kindness to themselves and others.  As Acting HT, I posted a challenge on 

TEAMS and would love to hear how young people are doing with it.  I took time myself this week to 

do some exercise, make cookies with my 4 year old and started reading a new book.  It is amazing how 

the simplest of things, can make us feel energised and clear headed.    

 

Learning@home 



 

 

Young people have immersed themselves in learning@home again this week.  Based on conversations 

with parents, tracking levels of engagement and feedback from wellbeing phonecalls with families, 

young people have an increased confidence and are really embracing learning@home.  Staff too have 

said that they are enjoying trying new things, teaching in teams and are reflecting on how they might 

work differently when we return to school.  It is truly representative of the Currie Community that 

when we return to our ‘new normal.’  We will turn any challenges into opportunities to ensure that 

our young people continue to get access to the highest quality of education.   

 

P7 Transition  

As I mentioned last week we are very much focused on planning for the transition of our new S1 pupils.  

We are going to produce an introductory video from staff and the S1 pupils will participate in a virtual 

3 day visit to ensure transition planning continues to be well planned, supported and exciting! Watch 

this space! 

 

Staffing News: 

I am delighted to say that Mr Neil Goodfellow will join the Social Subjects faculty as a Geography 

teacher on Monday 25th May.  We are looking forwards to welcoming Mr Goodfellow who is very 

excited about becoming part of the team at CCHS.   

 

Ms Sarah McGavin who is already with us in the Expressive Arts faculty as a Drama teacher has now 

been appointed on a permanent part time basis which is fantastic.  Congratulations Ms McGavin! 

 

Week ahead…… 

 

Junior Phase transition (S1, 2 and 3) 

We are currently planning for the transition to new year groups and levels of learning with our current 

S1, 2 and 3 pupils.  Curriculum Leaders for each subject are going to share with young people over 

Microsoft TEAMs exactly how this transition will work across each subject and each year group.  Senior 

Phase pupils transitioned seamlessly, and we anticipate the same for the Junior Phase.  This is a really 

exciting time for our junior school as they embark on their new year group and new level of learning.   

 

Virtual Assemblies: 

A reminder that we intend to hold virtual assemblies next week for each bespoke year group to share 

important messages about learning and wellbeing.  Assembly messages will be shared in TEAMS and 

on the website and will be bespoke to each year group.  We will alert both young people and 

parents/carers when the assemblies are posted. 

The timeline is as follows: 



 

 

 

Tuesday 26th May – S1 and S2 AM (Mr McKinney) 

 

Wednesday 27th May – S3 AM Preparation for Senior Phase (Mr McKinney) 

       S3 PM Welcome to Senior Phase (Ms Muir) 

 
Thursday 28th May – S5 and S6 AM (Ms Muir) 

 

 

 

 

Connected Learning: 

We are excited in the month of June to explore an opportunity to connect our young people with their 

learning.  We understand that being at home can be socially isolating and we hope to design a learning 

activity that will enable young people to feel more connected with one another before a return to 

school in August.  Again, watch this space! 

 

As always, please get in touch if you have any questions, comments or ideas.  We welcome any 

opportunity to connect with you all and I cannot thank you enough for all your support.  We are all 

part of an incredible community. 

 

Have a wonderful, relaxing weekend.  

With warmest wishes, 

 

Ms Jennifer Smith 

Acting Head Teacher 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 


