
P7 Transition Activities: Social Subjects 

The activities in this booklet are for each department within 

Social Subjects: 

- Geography 

- History 

- Modern Studies 

- RME 
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Subject: Geography      

 

 

In Geography you will study how people interact with each other in society and with the 

environment - this is called Human Geography. As well as this, you will also study Physical 

Geography, which involves investigating how landscapes are created and processes involved 

in changing the natural environment. 

 

Similar to other Social Subjects, in Geography you will use and develop research skills through 

project work and fieldwork. You will be able to analyse information you gather in some cases 

to build on your understanding of the world around you. 

 

You live in an interconnected world - where countries trade with each other and people travel 

to other places. In Geography, we hope you'll be able to understand what life is like I'm other 

countries, making you a true global citizen! 

 

Topics in S1 

 

You will study a variety of topics including Climate Zones (Rainforest, Arctic Tundra, Desert), 

Populations, Geographical Skills and Fieldwork, amongst others!  

 

Task 

 

To get you thinking about your place in the world, we would like you to create a quick country 

factfile.  

 

1 - Pick any country in the world you are interested in! You could use this site to help decide: 

https://www.worldometers.info/geography/alphabetical-list-of-countries/ 

 

2 - On a piece of paper, create your factfile. You should look to include as a minimum: 

 

A sketch/picture of the flag (you could explain what the flag means or the symbolism behind 

it) 

What continent it is part of 

How big it is (land area) 

The capital city 

Highest mountain 

Longest river 

Land borders with other countries 

Population size 

 

Any other interesting facts. 

 

Extension: 

Include a map of the country, either sketched and coloured or as an image from the internet. 

 

In August when you join the high school, remember to bring in your fact files and show us! 

We will try and make a wall display if we have enough! 

 

Good luck!  
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Subject:  HISTORY      

 

 

History is the study of people who lived in the past.  We do this by looking at evidence and 

seeing what we can learn from that evidence. 

 

We hope that studying history will broaden your understanding of the world by learning about 

human achievements in the past. 

 

We hope to encourage the development of your research skills and your ability to evaluate. 

 

Literacy is key in History. 

 

 

Topics in S1 

 

Our course in S1 is about turning points in the development of Scotland: 

 

1. The formation of Scotland AD400 – AD1050. 

 

2. The Vikings 

 

3. The impact of the Normans – the kingdom of Scotland in the Middle Ages. 

 

4. The Wars of Independence 1286 – 1329. 

 

5. The Reformation in Scotland in the 16th century. 

 

 

Sources 

One of the key parts of studying History is the use of sources.  There are two types of source:  

- Primary sources come from the time being studied (e.g. a Roman sword). 

- Secondary sources come from after the time being studied (e.g. a modern textbook). 

 

Task 

 

To get you thinking about History and sources we want you to try and find five primary 

sources about your life or your family’s life.  These could be letters, photographs, objects, 

videos, or any other piece of evidence from the time you are studying (in this case, your life or 

your family’s life). 

 

OR 
 

You can find examples of five primary sources about one of the following: 

- The First World War 

- The Scottish Wars of Independence 

- The Roman Empire 

 

Whichever task you do, write down what you have found and bring it with you when you 

have History at Currie High in August.  You can bring the actual objects (e.g. letters, etc.) 

with you if you want. 



Welcome 
to Modern 

Studies 



• What is Modern Studies

• About each other

What we are Learning



Modern Studies….

Tries to explain some of the important things that 
are happening in the world

Gets you to ask questions about why things happen

Gets you to think about other peoples’ point of 
view

Asks you to be a detective!



WHAT are the Modern Studies 

issues in these pictures? 



We Live in a Democracy:

Representation…

They represent us by making decisions for 

us. What decisions do these people make on 

our behalf? Who are the people in the pictures? 

Can you think of times when UK decisions have 

been different from Scottish decisions?



…and Participation

In what ways can we let Politicians who represent 

us, know our views about decisions they will make 

for us?



‘Brexit’ Referendum June 2016

• People were 

asked: Do you 

think the UK 

should remain as 

part of the 

European Union?

• DO you think Yes!

UK will be better 

as part of the EU 

….?



Referendum June 2016

• …or do you think 

NO!  ‘The UK 

would be better 

off leaving the 

EU.’



Which view do YOU support?

WHY?

What EVIDENCE would you 

use to SUPPORT your view, 

and to OPPOSE alternative 

opinions?

You will develop Enquiry Skills, 

using source evidence to 

support conclusions, decisions 

and opinions. 



The Wider World



Terrorism

Human Rights & Human Wrongs 

– Child Soldiers

Crime



Giving my views… and 

listening to others who 

have different views 

from me

Sometimes 

working with 

others in groups 

to complete some 

tasks



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka1B5

9ir1mI

Should There Be A Death Penalty? 

Have an opinion…

Support your opinion with reasons and evidence….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ka1B59ir1mI


Quiz!!!!

Using paper and
Pen, try to answer

the following questions correctly



Can you name me and my job?
Use the internet to find out if
You don't know!



Can you name me?



Can you name me?



How can I keep up to date 
with Modern Studies



Use up to date, REAL examples
from Newspapers,

TV News Programmes,
or from reliable News sources online



We look 
forward to 

teaching you !



S1 Modern Studies  

 

In S1 Modern Studies lessons you will 

learn about: 

World Issues: 

• Human Rights 

o United Nations 

Declaration of Human 

Rights 

o Rights for Children 

o Death Penalty – for or against? 

o Child Soldiers 

 

 

Social Issues: 

• Poverty in Scotland 

o Does poverty exist in Scotland? 

o Extent of poverty 

o Causes of poverty 

o Types of poverty 

o Solutions to the poverty problem 

 

 

Political Issues: 

• Democracy in Scotland and in other countries 

o Democracy and decision making in Scotland & UK  

o Direct and Representative democracy 

o Rights and Democracy 

o Participating in a democracy 

o Democracies and Dictatorships 

o Is North Korea a Democracy? 

Skills: 

• By making and justifying your opinions and decisions within all of the above topics, you will 

develop skills to enable you to: 

o Make a decision about a controversial issue 

o Support your decision with arguments and evidence from sources or your own 

research 

o Show awareness of opposing viewpoints and evidence 

o Reject opposing viewpoints with evidence and arguments 

o Reach an overall conclusion 

 



If you liked thinking about this, why not contact kim@philosophy-foundation.org for further 
information on joining online philosophy sessions or Q&As with a philosopher. 

 

 The Philosophy Foundation 2020                     www.philosophy-foundation.org 

 

 
 
        
 
 

Creating Nothing  
 

Activity 
Find yourself a blank piece of paper. If you have some scissors, they could be useful for this, but 
please use them carefully. If you don’t have scissors, you can just use your hands to tear the 
paper. Cut or tear a hole anywhere around the centre of the piece of paper. Make the hole big 
enough to see through. Take a look through the hole. Then conduct these quick experiments. After 
each experiment, answer the question with a ‘Yes’, ‘No’, or ‘Unsure’. 
 

1) Move the piece of paper around in the air. When you move the piece of paper, are you 
moving the hole? 

 
2) Scrunch up the piece of paper. When the paper is scrunched up, is the hole scrunched 

up? 
 

3) When the paper is scrunched up, does the hole exist? 
 

4) Flatten the piece of paper out again. Has the hole changed in any way? 
 

5) If your piece of paper is still in good shape, move onto the main philosophy questions. If 
your piece of paper is badly damaged now, get another piece of paper and cut or tear 
another hole in the centre. 
 

Does the hole in your piece of paper exist? Do you think Yes, No or are you unsure? Could you 
explain why you answered this question in the way that you did? 
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If you liked thinking about this, why not contact kim@philosophy-foundation.org for further 
information on joining online philosophy sessions or Q&As with a philosopher. 

 

 The Philosophy Foundation 2020                     www.philosophy-foundation.org 

 

Is the hole in your piece of paper something or nothing? Write your answer below. If you’re 
unsure whether the hole is something or nothing, you can write that you’re unsure. Can you 
explain your answer? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It might help to think about what the definition of a hole is. What do you think? 

A hole is… 
 
 
 
 

 
If a hole is what you say it is, then could you say again if a hole is something or nothing? 
Can you explain your answer using your definition of a hole? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Did you create the hole? Do you think Yes, No, or are you unsure? Please explain your 
answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Imagine that you think you created the hole and that you think the hole is something. 
Would that mean that you when you created the hole, you created something? Do you think 
Yes, No, or are you unsure? Can you explain your answer? 
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If you liked thinking about this, why not contact kim@philosophy-foundation.org for further 
information on joining online philosophy sessions or Q&As with a philosopher. 

 

 The Philosophy Foundation 2020                     www.philosophy-foundation.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now imagine that you still think you created the hole, but that you think the hole is nothing. 
Would that mean that when you created the hole, you created nothing? Please explain your 
answer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Is it possible to create nothing? If you think Yes, can you explain how and why? If you think No, 
please explain why not. And if you are unsure, can you say why you are unsure? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now imagine that someone disagrees with the answer you have just written. If you thought 
that you can create nothing, they think that you cannot create nothing. If you thought that you can’t 
create nothing, they think that you can create nothing. And if you were unsure, they think they can 
answer either definitely Yes or definitely No. Can you think of a reason for why someone might 
disagree with you? 
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If you liked thinking about this, why not contact kim@philosophy-foundation.org for further 
information on joining online philosophy sessions or Q&As with a philosopher. 
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Can you think of a reply to someone that might disagree with you? Is the reason that 
someone might disagree with you a good reason? Can you argue against it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More and More Nothing: Extension Activities 
 

1) If you want to take your thinking about nothing further, see the critical thinking sheet 
'Breaking it Down' 
 

2) When you’ve finished reading this sentence, close your eyes, take a deep breath and try to 
think of nothing for a moment. 

 
Did you succeed? Is it possible to think of nothing? What is it like to think of nothing? If you 
are thinking of nothing, do you have any thoughts? 
 

3) Imagine emptying the room you are in, taking absolutely everything out of the room. 
 
If you did that, would the room contain nothing? If the room did contain nothing, would the 
room exist? 

 
 

If you enjoyed this worksheet, you might also enjoy our worksheets The Wooden Spoon, 
The Floating Man, Looking for Beauty and Mindless Music. 
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