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Currie Community High School 

Newsletter - Summer 2020 

‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’ 

 

Head Teacher’s Message 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter! 

2019/20 has been another very successful year for the 
school and one that we will never forget. The session 
started with outstanding SQA results and has ended in a 
very different way for us all. What the last few months 
has shown us all is that togetherness and community 
spirit wins the day and we are now in the fortunate posi-
tion where we are talking about young people potentially 
returning to school full time in August. We are very ex-
cited about welcoming our pupils back to school but 
must not lose sight of the journey we have been on and 
that safety remains the top priority. I have been so proud 
of our young people and staff during this challenging 
time and I say it with gusto, that pupils at Currie are inspiring, brave and 
resilient. To you as parents and carers, I cannot express my gratitude enough 
for your support during this time. How you have managed to work, home 
school and keep everyone up beat has been incredible, and our partnership 
will only be strengthened by our shared resounding aim to do the right thing 
by our young people and our community. 

As this wonderful Newsletter shows, Currie continues to be a school which 
provides a wide variety opportunities for all our young people to achieve 
their full potential and develop skills that ensure every child succeeds.  I 
hope you enjoy seeing the incredible efforts from our young people over the 
lockdown period.  I am so proud of our lockdown gallery in this edition 
which showcases the amazing work that they have produced.   

Over the course of this year there have been a number of staff changes. 
Duncan McBride secured a permanent DHT post at Dunbar Grammar and 
we are delighted that Maggie Grieve is now permanent Pupil Support Lead-

er for Hermiston. We welcomed a number of new permanent teachers to the staff – Janice Clunie joined us in Modern 
Languages, Neil Goodfellow in Social Subjects and our very own Sarah McGavin in Drama. We welcome Stephen Car-
lin to the Modern Studies department this year who I am delighted to say will continue with us into the new session. Ms 
Hannah Deans was on maternity leave, has since resigned and we are delighted that Mrs Gillian McClay continues with 
us in Art. Deirdre Martin in Music is taking a career break for the next academic session. We wish her all the best and 
look forward to seeing her next year back in school.  Jo Onions in Music and Sabina Anderson in Computing remain on 
maternity leave and Kate Steele will also go on maternity leave on 17th August. Gillian Godfree will leaving us at the 
end of this term and we wish her every success for the future. Gillian has been a valued member of our staff team for 15 
years and contributed an amazing amount to both the Modern Languages faculty and wider life of the school including 
her outstanding leadership of the Duke of Edinburgh programme. We wish her all the best for the future. She will be 
sorely missed. 

Five probationer teachers have now successfully completed their probationary period and have shown an unwavering 
commitment to our young people pre and post lockdown. I wish them all every success in their future careers. These 
teachers are: Rosina Barton in PE, Andrew Lawler in PE, Eilidh Beattie in Chemistry, Aoife Burke in English and 
Kirsten Black in Geography. Some new leadership opportunities have been created this year for staff. I am thrilled to 
share that Lianne Rae, teacher of Modern Studies has been appointed to the Strategic Development Officer role for 
Learning, Teaching and Assessment. Hannah Robertson, Geography Teacher has been appointed to the Strategic Devel-
opment Officer role for Attainment and Achievement. Lianne Rae and Kristy Dale (CL English job share) have been 
jointly appointed to the Probationer/Student teacher Regent role also. 

All of these members of staff are highly skilled professionals and each, in their own unique way, have breathed new life 
into their Faculties and the school as a whole. Currie continues to provide a rich environment in which all members of 
the school community can flourish and continues to be a place which is attractive to some of the profession’s brightest 
stars. As HT, I am passionate about developing others and enabling others to lead. Leadership at all levels will be intrin-
sic to our work next year where we will see increasing opportunities for young people, staff, parents/carers and partners 
to support and lead aspects of whole school improvement.                Head Teachers Message continues on the next page.  
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Head Teachers Message continued from the previous page  

We also welcome the following new members of staff to Currie in August: Ross MacPherson- Pupil Support 
Officer; Jill Gladwin- Modern Languages; Jordan Noon- Social Subjects; Rachel Curry- Music- Expressive 
Arts; Katie Hamlet- Music- Expressive Arts; Alice Eve –RME. Also Probationers Teachers: Andrew Gra-
ham- English; Richard Lomas- Maths; Lorna Scott- Science (Chemistry); Rachel Doherty- HWB (PE); Mar-
tin Keyes - HWB (PE). 

I too, was appointed to the permanent HT position at CCHS in June and what an honour and a privilege it is 
to be leading such a wonderful community. I feel very strongly that it takes a community to raise a child and 
passionately believe that opportunities for young people should be endless so that they go onto lead ful-
filling adult lives beyond school. I am very much looking forwarding to working with all members of the 
school community as we embark on our continuing journey to excellence. 

The future for our school is now looking very positive indeed. We have clear renewal and recovery plans in 
place focused on 5 key areas; Health and Safety, Wellbeing and Resilience, Learning Teaching and Assess-
ment, Transitions and Equity and Inclusion. Our school improvement plan will encompass all 5 themes as 
we move through our Covid 19 renewal planning and beyond. I intend to share with you in the early in the 
term our improvement planning vision and what actions will are going to undertake to ensure positive out-
comes for all young people in the short and longer term. 

It will be fantastic too to see the community come together to generate excitement about our new school. 
The new school is on track for completion in June 2024 and despite the challenges over the last few months, 
the engagement with the local authority estates planning team and architects has continued to be inspiring. 
Staff have been exploring how we might use the new, flexible and versatile space to deliver innovative and 
high quality learning experiences to all. The space will lend itself beautifully to the promotion of independ-
ent learning, learners as leaders, peer teaching and collaboration and digital literacy. We see this as an op-
portunity to review our BGE and Senior Phase curriculum focused on progression pathways, skills develop-
ment and vocational and academic opportunities so that young people achieve a portfolio of qualifications 
through a three year Senior Phase that reflects their best work. We will continue to plan, design, and collab-
orate in shaping the vision for the new school through engagement opportunities for all stakeholders. This is 
a very exciting time where we will see the designs and our new building take shape and bring to life what 
will be an intergenerational learning and community campus. We look forward to sharing more information 
in the new term and working with the entire community to create a flagship resource that this community 
deserves. 

Our school is a school at the centre of its community. Our school is a popular, successful and high attaining 
school because we are a genuinely comprehensive school. We are an inclusive school with outstanding 
teachers delivering high quality learning and teaching, we have excellent leadership at every level, we work 
in partnership with our parents and carers and we care about every individual whole heartedly. We are a 
school that promotes high ambition in our young people, instils self belief consistently to support our amaz-
ing young people to follow their dreams. 

Currie Community High School will continue to go from strength to strength in session 2020/21 as we surge 
forward with our improvement actions. I thank each and everyone of you for your contributions to identify-
ing where we are and what we need to do next and will continually welcome feedback on any aspect of 
school improvement. 

We are Currie, we will rise and we will be excellent in every way! 

I wish you a lovely summer holiday and I look forward to continuing to work with you all. 

With warmest wishes, 

Jennifer Smith 

Head Teacher 
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Our Vision Statement:   ‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’ 

The aims of the school and the key principles underpinning the school’s ethos, its visions and values and, indeed, all 
aspects of the life and work of the school are: 

• To create an environment within which all young people at Currie Community High School are challenged 
and supported to: attain qualifications at the highest level possible; to achieve their full potential through a 
range of opportunities for personal development; to develop skills for learning, life and work and      become 
successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens; and move into posi-
tive and sustained destinations 

• To promote equality and inclusion; celebrate diversity; and remove barriers to learning 

• To promote Learning for Sustainability (outdoor learning, global citizenship, education for sustainable devel-
opment) and Social Justice. 

• To journey towards excellence for all and in all areas of the school’s life and work including learning and 
teaching and the curriculum 

Our Values:   Confidence 

• To perform to the best of your ability 

• To seize every important opportunity 

• To try something new 

• To accept others and yourself 

• To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn 

Unity 

• Supportive to others 

• Unified commitment to improvement 

• Appreciating achievements of all kinds 

Respect  

• Those around you 

• Differences 

• Yourself 

• The Environment 

Responsible 

• For freedom of expression 

• Being safe and making good choices 

• Your own actions 

• For participating in the life and work of our community 

Initiative 

• Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them 

• Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work 

• Show determination, resilience and ambition 

Equality 

• Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while developing your own beliefs 

and values 

• Treat others as you would wish to be treated 

• Show care towards those who may need help 
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WELL DONE Gold DoE  

 
The following three S6 students have completed their Gold DofE awards-  

 Martha Johnston - Rose Nicol - Lauren Young 
  
Also, Archie Irwin (old S3) has already completed the Volunteering, Physi-

cal and Skills section of his Bronze Award, which is a great achievement in 

current circumstances. 

Also we must say a huge thanks to Gillian Godfree who has been tireless in organising the DoE 

Award scheme at Currie High. Ms Godfree leaves us for pastures new—Goodluck.  

Drama Lockdown Showcase 
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CCHS Successes 

SQA Leadership Award 

Well done to the following pupils who successfully completed their SQA Leadership 

Award at Level 6: 

 **  Imogen Bassett  **  Kathryn Bell  **  Emily Dick  ** 

**  Erin Douglas  **  Anjali Jayanty  ** 

 The Leadership Award develops knowledge of leadership 

skills, styles and qualities. It is designed for learners who 

take, or plan to take, a leading role for an activity. Available 

at SCQF levels 5 and 6, the Award allows individuals to build 

self confidence and self esteem and encourages learners to 

respect the cultures and beliefs of others working alongside 

them. The Leadership Award is jointly certificated by SQA 

and the Chartered Management Institute. At CCHS, it leads 

on perfectly from peer leadership programmes like Mentors in Violence Prevention 

and Cool, Calm and Connected. 

Donna Jordan 

Modern Languages 

We just want to recognise the brilliant achievements our Modern Languages students 

during the last year—WELL DONE everyone  

 In the last year Advanced Higher Napier University Writing Project published an 

article written by our AH German pupils. 

 Successful Christmas Market December 2019 trip to Strasbourg with pupils from 

S3-S5. 

 S1 pupils entered the French Institute national competition with a rap written by 

some pupils and a student teacher. 

 European Day of Languages Sweet Treat event organised by senior pupils to mo-

tivate the junior classes in Modern Languages. 

Catherine Mackenzie  
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Currieco Update: Eco Schools Green Flag Renewal 
 

Green Flag: We are about to apply for our Green Flag renewal for 2018-20. Unfortunately, the 
lockdown scuppered our 2020 Earth Day and Eco Day plans for March and June but we have 
still achieved a lot over the last couple of years that we can be proud of. Our focus topics this 
year has been Biodiversity, School Grounds, Litter and Climate Action. 
Eco Day June 2019: We made an insect hotel from Design Tech scraps; built and made a bee 
attracting planter with recycled materials; did litter pick/audit in Roley's Woods. On the same 
day we had Diversity Day; celebrated LGBQT Pride and sorted our crates-full of food bank dona-
tions for The Edinburgh Food Project. 
Recycling: Volume of recycling is improved - we are recycling more paper, card, cans and plastic 
than before but our next focus has to be on food waste recycling to help reduce CO2 emissions 
in landfill. Litter must also be addressed in line with Eco Schools expectations. There are exciting 
eco plans afoot regarding LfS features in our new school... 
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Currieco Update: Eco Schools Green Flag Renewal 
 

Curricular Eco Links: There is something happening in every faculty regarding our 
Green Plan at CCHS but here is a selection of just some of the things we get up to. In 
English, we do persuasive writing on Climate Change as part of the BGE. The Biology & 
Chemistry courses cover Biodiversity, Climate Change and Fossil Fuels in S3-6. S2 
STEM classes made bird boxes of which excess was sold at Christmas concert. One 
member of staff has blue-tits nesting in theirs! Woodwork club uses reclaimed timber to 
make chessboards and cheeseboards etc. Offcuts of wood are sold as kindling rather 
than "landfilled". N4 Geographers do a School Environmental Quality survey looking at 
litter, vandalism, greenery etc at different locations around the school grounds. S1s do 
Biodiversity illustration and transient Green Man art in the woods and S3s do an Envi-
ronment Photography competition in Art & Design. In Drama, we do a Anti-Litter Adver-
tising unit where S2 pupils create adverts to promote awareness of littering in Roley’s 
Woods and the issues surrounding plastic-use more generally; school grounds and 
Roley’s Woods are used as filming locations. In S1 French, pupils create a Plastic 
Waste poster... In Achieve Princes Trust - Litter Picking as part of John Muir Award... In 
Practical Cookery - Organic / Fairtrade / Allotments / Food waste / Seasonality / Sus-
tainability themes are embedded into courses... In S1 HFT, we do Foraging within 
school grounds while the S2s complete Fairtrade Snack Design with IDL project linked 
with Art & Design. S1s completed various activities in different curricular areas as part 
of Fair Trade fortnight. The list goes on... Our LRC coordinator along with the Eco Com-
mittee looks after the insect-attracting planters in the school grounds - maintenance of 

tubs behind school 
library. The lovely 
wildflower, poppies 
and cornflowers etc 
can be studied by 
classes where ap-
propriate.  

Huge thanks to our 
amazing Currieco 
group who attend 
our weekly meetings 
full of enthusiasm 
and ideas. Special 
thanks also to Sarah 
Bangham, Aoife 
Burke, Gill Marriot, 
John Schmidt, our 
cleaners, the SSOs 
and all our staff for 
their invaluable in-
put.  

Kate Steel 
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Centre Parcs Trip 
The rain might have been coming down in buckets as 
we bundled our cases in to the bus but our spirits 
weren’t damped as we headed off to Centre Parcs. 
We’d designed, published and sold our own CCHS 
recipe books and run our own tuck shop; we’d 
written chalet, bus and holiday park rules, we’d 
planned and practised cooking meals, we had agreed 
activities and had daily timetables and rotas and we’d 
talked about very little else for months! 

  
The plan was for a quiet first night 
where we had dinner, got un-
packed and lay relaxing around 
the chalets until it was time for 
bed where we’d get a good sleep 
ready for our busy schedule but 
we were all a bit over-excited and 
there was nothing quiet about our 
first evening! 
  
Our days were filled with badmin-

ton, table tennis, playing pool, going to Starbucks, walking around the 
beautiful grounds, spotting the wildlife (red squirrels being our favourite), 
playing UNO in the chalet, going ten pin bowling,  having lovely home 
cooked meals together and swimming in the Sub-tropical paradise 
pool.  At the end of each evening we had hot chocolate by the roaring log 
fire. 
  
The trip was a fantastic success because of the fantastic young people who 
worked so hard to plan the trip and throughout showed such huge support 
for one another in what felt like a big family holiday. 
  
Like all family holidays, it ended with “can we go back again…please, 
please,….” and the adults needing a holiday to recover! 

Dara Burns and Amanda Barton 
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The Big Voice by Zoe Mitchell S2 
This is my short story for the big voice it is for the  

Robert Burns poem To A Mouse… 

The sun shone down on the grass, making it shimmer a lush green that was the 
colour of summer. The trees around me swayed gently in a light breeze that 
cooled the skin from the hot rays. I walked around the woods until I found a good 
enough tree to sit in, I sat down, after first checking I would not sit on a beetle or 
a beautiful butterfly with colourful patterns adorning its wings. 

While sitting there I looked around at the branches nearby, the small delicate la-
dybird crawling over a leaf, the flash of red and subsequent rattle of a squirrel 
prancing across the canopy. It was early morning and all throughout the woods 
you could hear the wondrous melodies of birdsong just waking up. I looked 
about above my head to see if I could locate the blue tit or the thrush that I could 
hear, much to my disappointment I did not find a flutter of wings or a rustle of 
branches. Soon, I got up again to go somewhere else and hopped out of the tree 
and over towards the path. When I heard the leaves crunch and a quiet swish of 
feathers against the air. 

I turned, to find a small crow barely able to fly two feet into the trees above. He 
looked unwell and I remembered the teacher a few days ago speaking about 
how some birds failed their first flight and so were left on the forest floor to 
starve. I remembered the boys that sat at the back of the classroom sniggering 
at the pictures of birds falling from the trees. I remembered them in the evening 
at the football pitch shouting and throwing rubbish at the young black bird hop-
ping helplessly, trying to escape them, not able to fly away. They were laughing 
so hard and when I told them to leave the poor bird alone they shot me some 
annoyed looks and moved on mumbling to themselves `poor bird` and smirking 
at each other with a few glances back at the ruffled and scared ball of coal feath-
ers. 

This crow was much the same in appearance and as the pitch was close to here 
it was probably the same helpless bird. I felt bed for startling it and for what the 
boys did yesterday so went to try and get him back into the trees where he 
should be safe from predators. They didn’t understand him, they couldn’t see the 
torment in his eyes, the innocence of fear that told his story in the glint of an eye. 
I could. I saw him cowering and startled, wanting to help him live on. 

“It’s ok, you’ll be just fine. You just have to let me get you back up into this tree 
here and you’ll be fine. I’m not going to hurt you like those boys did. Remember 
me from yesterday? Well I helped you then didn’t I?” I said in a calming quiet 
voice to try and sooth him. When I walked over to pick him up, he backed up to-
wards the fence behind, but I managed to get him. There was a small hole in 
one of the trees that I placed him in before giving him some padded leaves and 
finding some bird food in my garage. He looked a lot happier here and so I left 
him, coming back the next day with more food. He grew up to be a fine crow and 
sometimes when I see a black crow flying in the sky I wonder if that is him 
checking on me, showing some kindness like I showed him. 
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Successes in the Technology faculty  

CITB construction and the built environment  

This is a national competition run annually by the CITB. A mixed group of 10 S2 pupils competed in the Edinburgh heat 

again this year. Challenges included plumbing the pipework for a household radiator, laying a mono-block path and 

investigating sound proofing in buildings. One of the highlights of the day was access to the Anechoic chamber were no 

sound is reflected and if you stay quite long enough you can hear your own heartbeat. The organisers said it was very 

close and praised Currie for their team work but we did not make it through to the finals. An enjoyable and interesting 

day was had by all involved.  

Rotary club Technology Tournament 

This is an annual event organised by the Rotary club and sponsored by the Institute for Structural Engineers. Currie 

pupils competed in the Junior (S1/2), Intermediate (S3/4) and the Advanced team made up of seniors. The tasks are a 

combination of electrical, mechanical and structural engineering and require pupils to draw on there STEM knowledge 

learnt in school. This years task required pupils to build a flashing beacon mounted as high as possible on a mast. This 

was a challenging task that pushed the teams knowledge and creative thinking. The Currie teams constructed 3 innova-

tive designs and managed to demonstrate their function in the final though didn't win on this occasion.  

Currie CHS D&T Woodwork Club 

This has been a very successful and popular after school club since starting in August last year. The club is attended by 

pupils from S1-S4 but all year groups are welcome. This year we have concentrated on reclaiming hardwood in line with 

the school aim of achieving a 3rd Green Flag award. Materials sourced from old science benches, school desks and a 

variety of old furniture from around the school has been transformed into high quality products such as chess boards, 

chopping boards and coasters. Club members used events like the Christmas concert and the Easter fair to sell these 

products to raise funds to buy resources for the club. Pupils also took the opportunity to embark on personal projects. 

Ornamental clocks, board games, storage boxes and racks, toys, to name a few. This has been a great opportunity for 

some of our more creative pupils to gain skills that allow them to realise their ideas as physical products.  

STEM 

Design and Technology were pleased to be once more involved in delivering STEM outcomes as part of the curriculum 

last year. S1 pupils worked in teams of 10 to batch manufacture bird boxes. This required each team to plan and organ-

ise tasks as a group with each members having responsibility for different stages in the process. The teams had huge 

success in working in this way producing around 20 boxes each in the half term time slot. All pupils took home a bird 

box with the reaming boxes quickly snapped up by parents at the Christmas concert and Easter fair.  

Cyber security for girls 

This was run by the Bank of Scotland out at Gogar. A group of S2 girls took part in a cyber security competition. 

Young Enterprise 

Two S6 teams took part in Young Enterprise this year, setting up and running their own businesses.  One team, Celestial 

Clocks, designed and made clocks from old records, decorated with acrylic paint.  The other team, Bottlit, made table 

lamps out of upcycled wine and spirits bottles.  Both teams were supported by volunteers from the wider Currie com-

munity, and learned a huge amount about the challenges and opportunities involved in running a business.  

Val Matthewson 
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English Lockdown Showcase 

Rust and Sand by Hannah Rijsdijk  

Far away in an unknown land, a boat lies rusted and forgotten in the sand. It once belonged to an 

unlucky merchant who traded cloth for goods. 

One day, he decided he needed to move away from his town and set off on a journey to a land he 

had only ever heard tales of; America. He gathered his few belongings, purchased a map and set off. 

He travelled day and night, only stopping to stock up on food. As he reached the open sea, he 

stopped at the edge of a little town to stack up on provisions for the long journey ahead. He left his 

boat tied up at the dock and made his way into the market. As he was walking, an old woman 

dressed in ragged black cloth grabbed at his hands. “Little boy! Little boy!” she teased. “I hope you 

are not planning to go sailing today!” The merchant turned round, offended. “Get off me, woman!” he 

cried, shaking off her withered hands. “You should learn to respect your elders!” she cackled as she 

shuffled back to her dark corner, “You never know what can happen if you don’t!” The young man 

turned around to see her muttering under her breath and hitting little animal bones together with her 

eyes closed. He thought this was curious, but dismissed the woman as mad. He carried on walking 

and later stopped by a bar and heard tales of the wonders of America. This made him even more 

eager to get going. He hurried out of the bar and quickly bought all he needed. What the unlucky 

young man did not realise was that his boat was not at all fit for the wild waters of the ocean. He 

untied his boat from the dock and set a course for America. He took one last look at the quickly van-

ishing landscape of his home and then turned away to stare into the unending depths of the ocean.  

 About two weeks into his journey, he could sense a change in the temperature of the air. It started 

to get warmer and more humid. The merchant was glad of this change as it had been cold the previ-

ous nights. He was not aware that dark storm clouds were gathering behind him. A cold wind blew 

against his cheek. A light rain started falling, drops steadily getting fatter. The dark water started to 

churn. Soon the small boat was lurching and the sky was filled with the howling wind. The rain was 

lashing at him, so he took shelter in his bed quarters. He soon felt sick and quickly ran outside to 

throw up over the edge. He slumped to the deck of the boat and cried out “Why me? Why does it 

have to be me?” Tears mixed with rainwater as the young man thought of his family and all the 

friends he would leave behind. He thought of the life he could have had. Large frothing waves clawed 

at the boat, churning up stones and sand from the seabed. The stones were hurled over the side and 

clattered on the deck. In a brief break from his panic, the merchant noticed tiny animal bones scat-

tered amongst the sea stones. He thought back to the hag in the market, and slammed his head 

against his hand in frustration. The woman had asked for it, but there was nothing he could do about 

it now. The fierce wind blew the boat far off course, so far they were nearing the edge of an undiscov-

ered island. It was still quite a way off, but close enough that there were rocks under the surface of 

the water. The boat was jerked to the side, as if by an invisible hand, and smashed into the rocks. A 

large hole was torn in the hull of the boat. The eager water quickly leaked in and the boat sank lower 

and lower. The merchant was now neck deep in the water and soon passed out from the cold and 

lack of air. He never woke up.  

Now his boat lies on that undiscovered island, half buried in sand and peeling with rust. Sometimes 

a man in dripping clothes sits on the top of the boat and hits ancient animal bones together, while 

staring at the horizon. 
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PE Lockdown Showcase    
Research a Runner project: Students had to pick a British run-
ner and research them and their event and then choose a crea-
tive way to present the infor-
mation.  Work provided by Rowan 
Stewart, S3, Finlay Simon, S2 and 
Chris Scott, S4.   

Lead it Challenge: Students had to pick any skill of their choosing and 
use their leadership skills to teach it to someone in their house. They 
came up with lots of different ways to present this. This one was 
done by Hannah Rijsdijk, S3.  

Lead it Challenge: Students had to pick any skill of their choosing and 
use their leadership skills to teach it to someone in their house. They 
came up with lots of different ways to present this, including tasty 
pictures! Adam Taylor, S2 (Mug cake) and Isla Galbraith, S2 (scones). 
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English Lockdown Showcase 

In a world with no clocks by Katie Nicol 2L1 
There was a time where everything was different, before the war. Of course, now, the word before is a 
bit useless. Same with the word time. They don’t really mean anything anymore. I was just a baby when it 
all happened, when the world tore itself apart until everything we knew about this weird science stuff, 
“the space time continuum” or whatever. Sometimes I wonder, if everyone is lying to me and it never 
existed. The whole concept is crazy to me, but then again, I heard it. I felt it. The whole world shaking, 
shaking so much. My ears ringing. I thought my head was about to explode. Tears streamed down my 
face as everything gave over to the pain of the vibrations. The air felt like it was ripping, tearing into 
shreds around me as the buildings collapsed, and the atmosphere collapsed. 

I wake up. Now, for you, perhaps, the first thing you would do is when you wake up is check the clock to 
see how quickly you have to chew down your cereal and swallow your orange juice to get to school on 
time, but see, here? Now? Clocks are pointless. There isn’t any such thing as time. Well, there is. But it’s 
far different to what you’d expect. 

I shrug on my shirt, drag on my skirt and shuffle into my shoes, patting my hair down. In this time, my 
hair is short. Nice to know. I grab a breakfast bar, wave goodbye to my dad, and hop onto the bus. Until it 
happens.          

“Oh for gods sake, it’s early today.” 

The air rips apart again. And suddenly, I’m in a boat, with my Dad, somewhere hot? My hair is long now, 
my skin more tanned, the weather is a whole lot nicer then the cold miserable wind and rain from five 
minutes ago. Well, not really five minutes ago. Technically it’s probably months ago, but like I said. 

Time doesn’t work anymore. 

So we got used to it. Friends didn’t really exist anymore, since you hardly see them. You can have ac-
quaintances, care about people, but it’s best not to. For what happens if you’re transported to when they 
die? Then how will you cope when you see them again? We all kept going with our lives, but of course 
everything was a lot tougher. The future is even more unknown then before the tear. Ha. The future. 
What a weird choice of words. Anyway, we lived life like this for a long time. Constantly being shifted into 
different times, never being able to accomplish anything. Suicide rates skyrocketed. There’s no point to 
existence, without time. 

Until, one day. A rip happened, as usual. 

But I was transported to a different time. 

Before the tear. 

I was eleven when the tear happened. I remember my birthday party, I had a sleepover with my best 
friends, we made ice cream sundaes, played just dance and UNO until the sun came up. But when the 
sun came up, we never knew it was the last night we’d get to spend together. 

A war had been brewing for a long time, but us country bumpkins didn’t have to worry about it, for all 
the bombings happened in the city. Some new kids joined our school, moved from the city, like the kids 
from WW2 we learned about in history. They were all shaky and sad all the time, kept themselves to 
themselves. We thought nothing of it, for when you’re eleven and your entire life has been sunshine and 
rainbows, you wouldn’t realise how serious this was. 

Years before, historians worried that if we repeated our mistakes of the two past world wars, we would 
never be able to come back from it. Our technology has significantly improved and weapons were now 
extremely deadly. If a nuclear war happened, the world could be wiped out. 

Maybe that would’ve been better. 

Instead, the entire universe was torn apart. Continents were slaughtered in the tear, and everything we 
had ever known changed. We dashed between timelines, from times just after the tear to far into the 
future. But this? This was unheard of. 

Now, the tear hasn’t happened yet. 

Does that mean I can prevent it from ever happening? 
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English Lockdown Showcase 

The Jane Austin Project 

 English undertook the Jane Austin Project—here are a couple of examples of their work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emma Simpson S1—For the finished part of the project I made miniature paper versions of the outfit designs. 
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Modern Studies Lockdown Showcase 
Describe in detail, ways in which MSPs can represent constituents when 

outside the Scottish Parliament. By Amelia McGlynn S4 

One way an MSP can represent constituents 
when outside the Scottish Parliament is using 
social media platforms to update and inform 
constituents. 

This means MSPs use social media platform 
such as Twitter of Instagram to update and 
inform people of what they have been doing/
what they plan to do. 

For example, Nicola Sturgeon used his large 
twitter platform to inform her people and 
Scotland of information about COVID-19, saying “I Know it gets harder as 
the weeks go on, but PLEASE #StayAtHome this weekend (expect for essen-
tial purposes i.e. food/medicine and exercise). You are making a difference 
and saving lives. Let’s stick with it for a bit longer to get the virus properly 
under control. Thank you.” 

 

Another way an MSP can represent constituents when outside the Scottish 
Parliament is taking part/supporting local events. 

This means MSPs can attend and support local events in their community 
and constituency and make themselves known to the local community. 

For example, Ash Denham, the MSP for Edinburgh Eastern, hosted, support-
ed, and attended the Gilmerton Jobs Fair in January 2020. 

 

A final way an MSP can represent constituents when outside Scottish Parlia-
ment is appearing on TV. 

This means MSPs can represent their constituencies by appearing on TV and 
talking about issues or topics of interest to their constituents. 

For example, Ash Denham (MSP for Edinburgh Eastern) appeared on BBC 
News on May 17 2017 and discussed the Scottish Parliament’s refusal to 
consent to the UK Government’s EU Withdrawal Bill, which is an interest to 
Scotland and her constituency as it impacts them. 
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Music Lockdown Showcase 
 

Make your own instrument Task - 

"Drums" 

by Lisa Blackwood in S2 

Make your own instrument Task - 

"Panpipes"by Niamh Saville in S2 

 

Design a Poster about your favourite band -

 "Queen"by Isla Galbraith in S2 

Design a Poster about your favourite band -

 "Adele"  by Coleen Mckean in S2 

 

 

My favourite Classroom instrument - "Drums" 

by  Toby McGlynn in S2 

My favourite Classroom instrument - "Guitar" 

by Julia Loszczyk in S2 

 

 

My favourite Classroom instrument -

 "ukulele" 

by Cameron Miller in S2 

BGE Musical Concepts Revision 

by Cara Henderson in S4 

My favourite Classroom instrument - "Guitar" 

by Finlay Simon in S2 

 

Writing Sequences in Music Composition Task 

by Amelia McGlynn in S4 

My favourite Classroom instrument - "Voice" 

by Sana Deans in S2  
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Sadie Falconer S4 Amy Tyrie  S2 

Hannah Rijsdijk S2 Samuel Cochrane S2 

Lockdown ART GALLERY 

The Art & Design department have been setting some interesting challenges for our students 

over the past few months with some beautiful and innovative responses. S1/2/3 have been 

learning about biodiversity illustration, still life drawing, perspective work, Edinburgh's architec-

ture, graphic design, landscape painting and even transient environmental art! Our new S4s have 

been working hard on critical activity and Fashion or Architectural Design folios, whilst our S5/6s 

have been making a great start on research for their Higher and AH Expressive and Design folios. 

It's an uncertain time and we appreciate that sourcing materials has been tricky but we've been 

very impressed by the attitude and resilience of our students. Thank you for your perseverance 

and creativity. Please enjoy just some of our talented artists' lovely Art & Design work from all 

years.  

Kate Steel 



Currie Community High School Newsletter 

 

 

Currie Community High School Newsletter Summer 2020 

18 

Lockdown ART GALLERY 

 

 

Amy Gourlay S6 

Julia Losz czyk S2 

Hannah Rijsdijk S2 

Toby Robson S4 Holly Smith S3 

Emma  

Simpson S2 

Samuel  
Cochrane S2 
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Lockdown  ART GALLERY 

Amelie Harborow S4 

Colleen  

McKean S2 

Elaine   

Featherstone S3 

Freya Bassett S5 

Rachel Ramsay S5 

Tasmin Jakins S5 
Lily Nicol S5 

Milly B S5 

Ruby Keegan S2 
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English Lockdown Showcase  

Autumn Poem by Daniel Jamieson 

 

The warm Autumn breeze drifted through the air, 

Almost as if it were a ghost drifting around in a dark lonely attic, 

You could hear it whistling as it flew past your ear, 

Closer and closer but never too near. 

 

The September sun shone down on the beach, 

As the seashells sat still as the tide hurried in, 

You could hear the birds calling as they flew up above, 

Closer and closer but never too near. 

 

As the luminous moon settled down on a hill, 

The new Autumn leaves look beautiful still, 

You could hear the old owl cry out a laugh, a hoot then a whistle as it flew 
down the path. 

For this was the best sound one could ever hear, 

Closer and closer. 

But never too near. 
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HAVE A FANTASTIC SUMMER FROM CCHS STAFF 
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HAVE A FANTASTIC SUMMER FROM CCHS STAFF 

Hi I hope you all have a fantastic holiday, I 

have missed you all the last few weeks.   

S6 leavers ~ All the best in your chosen 

paths and I wish you all the best for the 

future.  

Mrs Dobbie 
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HAVE A FANTASTIC SUMMER FROM CCHS STAFF 

Wow, this has been a difficult few months! Well done for 

persevering, working hard and adapting to the changes. Get 

away from the screen and get outside to relax whether 

that’s on the bike, walking, shopping, seeing friends or fam-

ily or whatever you enjoy. I really look forward to meeting all 

of my new classes in August. I hope you all (students and 

staff), have a great summer holiday. 

Mr Varney (Chemistry)  
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EASYFUNDRAISING 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your 

annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for  - 

Currie Community High School?    

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, including 

Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra!   

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3... 

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/curriecommunityhs/ and join for 

free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and 

start shopping. 

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no 

extra cost whatsoever! 

There are no catches or hidden charges and Currie Community High School will be re-

ally grateful for your donations. 

 

Thank you for your support 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/curriecommunityhs/
http://curriehighschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/easy-fund-raising-banner.png
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THE SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
 
The school badge should be visible at all times 
 
• School polo shirt in white with embroidered badge OR collared shirt or blouse in 
white with a school tie 

• School sweatshirt in black with embroidered badge (can be worn on its own or 
over school polo shirt) OR plain black v-necked pullover or plain black v-necked cardi-
gan (to be work over shirt/blouse & tie) OR school hoodie in black with embroidered 
badge which must be worn over school polo shirt or shirt/blouse & school tie 

• Black footwear 

• Black trousers or skirt 

School blazer for S6 (compulsory), S5 (optional) and all Prefects (compulsory). 
 
NB   All outdoor clothing, including hats and scarves, must be removed indoors.   
 
Items which are not part of our dress code include: 
• Any items of clothing which are so tight, short or revealing that they may cause 
offence 

• Shorts 

• Fashion, patterned, illustrated or hooded tops of any style 

• Tops in different colours to school colours (this includes grey) 
• Tracksuit or jogging tops 

• Denim jeans of any colour 

• Combat, tracksuit, jogging trousers 

• Football strips, scarves or football related clothing 

• Caps and hats 

• Clothing bearing prominent manufacturers’ logo, words or pictures which contra-
venes our policy on equality and fairness or which advertises alcohol, tobacco or other 
drugs 

• Clothing or jewellery which contravenes health and safety regulations.  For exam-
ple, dangling ear-rings, long necklaces, scarves, garments which are easily flammable 
due to material and/or design 

• Any items which are clearly fashion accessories e.g. coloured or decorated fashion 
belts 

• Excessive or inappropriate make up 

• Coloured or part-coloured footwear 
 

Official school uniform for Currie Community High School  
available online now from BE Schoolwear, with home delivery. 

Shop online here: https://bit.ly/2T2oyL3    
 Online cut off date for guaranteed back to school delivery: 20/07/20.  
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Contact Us  

Phone: 0131 449 2165 

Email:                                       
admin@currie.edin.sch.uk 

Website: 
www.curriehighschool.co.uk 

Twitter: 
@curriechs 

 Leadership Team 
 Senior Leadership Team: 
 

 Head Teacher - Ms Jennifer Smith  

 

 Depute Head Teacher  
  Lesley Muir   (Year Head S4/S5/S6 ) 

 

 Depute Head Teacher  
  Alan McKinney  (Year Head S1/S2/S3) 

  

 Acting Depute Head Teacher 

 New School Project  
   John Schmidt 

 

 Business Manager  
  Michael Brunton 

 

 Pupil Support Leaders (PSL): 
  

 Hermiston         Maggie Grieve  

 Kinleith            Donna Jordan  

 Lennox          Louise Paterson (Mon to Thurs)                               

                

  

 Support for Learning Leader: 
  Amanda Barton 
 

 Curriculum Leaders: 
 Kristy Dale & Julie Morrison - English 

 Claire Mulvey - Expressive Arts 

 Michael McGregor - Health and Wellbeing 

 Kirsti Dower - Maths and Numeracy  

 Catherine Mackenzie - Modern Languages 

 Irene Somerville— Science  

 David Toal - Social Subjects 

 Val Matthewson  - Technologies  

 

 School Chaplains: 

  Jim Dewar,   Minister Juniper Green Church 

 Easter Smart,   Minister, Currie Kirk 

Keep up to date with  

CCHS News  

VIA our Daily Bulletin  

This can be accessed on our 

website by clicking on 

“Information” then “Bulletin” 

HAVE YOUR CONTACT 

DETAILS CHANGED?  

Please let us know  

Remember, effective school             

communication relies on this. 

Parents in Partnership 

SAVE THE DATE!  

7pm Tue 18th August  

Extraordinary PiP meeting. 

Newsletter Edited by 

Susan Tait 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 12th August 2020  School Resumes  

Tuesday 18th August 2020   Extraordinary PiP meeting—7pm  

Monday 21st September 2020  Autumn holiday 

Monday 19th  to Monday 26th October 2020  October Break 

Tuesday 27th October 2020  School Resumes  

Tuesday 22nd December 2020  School ends for Christmas Break 

Wednesday 23rd December  to  Tuesday 5th January 2021 Christmas Break 

Wednesday 6th January 2021  School Resumes  

Monday 8th to Monday 15th February 2021  February Break 

Tuesday 16th February 2021   School Resumes  

Thursday 1sy April 2021   Term Ends  

Friday 2nd  to Monday 19th April 2021   Easter Break 

Tuesday 20th April 2021   School Resumes  

Monday 3rd May 2021   May Day holiday  

Wednesday 5th May 2021   School Resumes  

Monday 24th May 2021   Victoria Day holiday  

Friday 2nd July 2021  Term Ends  


