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Dear Parents/ Carers and Students 
 
Alternative Certification Model – Provisional Grades Timeline Update 
 
We have now reached the end of the formal assessment phase for National Qualifications this year.  
On 30 April 2021, we published guide booklets to support young people in understanding how their 
overall provisional grade would be determined for each subject.  Today, we wanted to provide a 
further update now that assessments are complete. 
 
In line with the SQA Guidance, all Provisional Grades must be evidence based and there cannot be 
inferred attainment at all.  As outlined in our April communication, a significant source of evidence 
will be the assessments which have taken place over the last seven weeks alongside any formal 
projects or assignments that form part of the course specifications.  However, it is important to 
highlight that consideration is being given to any earlier strong assessment evidence that we have 
for learners if it was carried out under appropriate conditions.  All subject areas are currently 
undergoing an extensive moderation and quality assurance process to ensure that, in line with the 
requirements set out by the SQA for each course, they are using the strongest evidence they have 
for each young person to determine their Provisional Grades.   
 
As previously highlighted, we will share Provisional Grades with students before the end of term.  
We are currently awaiting details of the agreed date for this as all Edinburgh schools will release 
their results at the same time.  A further communication will confirm the exact details of this in due 
course. 
 
We fully appreciate that this has been an incredibly challenging time for our students and we are so 
proud of how resilient they have been throughout.  Please be assured that we are committed to 
ensuring young people’s best evidence is rewarded this year.  If you have any questions about the 
process at all, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Ms Jennifer Smith  Ms Lesley Muir 
Head Teacher   Depute Head Teacher 


