
P7 Transition Activities: Expressive Arts 

The activities in this booklet are for each department within 

Expressive Arts: 

- Art & Design 

- Drama 

- Music 
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Welcome to Art & Design @ CCHS! 

S1/2 Art & Design, as part of BGE, will cover:  

✓ Expressive: Portraiture, Landscape, Still Life, Biodiversity and Built Environment  

✓ Design: Christmas Card, Mask and Graphic Design  

✓ Sculpture: Clay modelling and Green Man Outdoor Learning  

✓ Literacy: Impressionism Poster and Post-Impressionism Talk  

✓ Sketchbook: Drawings, homework, notes, collages and collecting ideas  

These courses entail a lot of experimentation with different media and while we are able to 

provide materials such as paper, card, paints, pencils, pastels, ink, glue, papier-mâché etc, 

some work needs to be completed at home in sketchbooks. We would recommend that 

learners equip themselves with the following basics:  

✓ Drawing pencil (2B)  

✓ Rubber and sharpener  

✓ Small set of coloured pencils  

✓ Access to a colour printer at home will be useful 

Graphic Design Transition Activity: ‘My Favourite Things’ 

Learning Intentions:  

1. I can create a letter, that fills A4 paper. 

2. I can add a variety of GEOMETRIC & ORGANIC SHAPES. 

3. I can sketch out personal ILLUSTRATIONS  

Success Criteria: An accurately drawn size letter (my first initial), which 

contains a variety of GEOMETRIC & ORGANIC SHAPES and personal 

ILLUSTRATIONS. Materials: pencil, A4 paper, coloured pencils, black pen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions: 

➢ Lightly draw the shape of your first initial onto the A4 paper. 

➢ Make the letter large enough that it almost reaches the top and the bottom of the paper.   

➢ Go over the letter darker when you are happy with the shape. 

➢ Draw a variety of different GEOMETRIC and ORGANIC shapes into the letter to create pattern.  

➢ Make sure the shapes all touch each other and fill the letter. 

➢ Draw a collection of different things you like such as: favourite foods, sports, animals, subjects etc using line. 

➢ Once you have filled your letter add colour with pencils. 

➢ Press lightly to begin with then gradually press firmer to get bolder colour. 

➢ Blend colours together and shade creating light, mid and dark tones 

➢ Continue to add colour to each drawing.  Use a variety of different colours from the colour wheel. 

➢ Put hot and cold colours next to each other to make them stand out. 

➢ Once you have added all the colours, carefully outline your illustration in pen. 

➢ This makes them stand out and allows details to be added. 

➢ Keep it simple if you wish. Or, draw your whole name for an extension/challenge… Enjoy! 

➢ Key Visual Elements: Line, Shape, Pattern, Colour 



 

 

 

 

Create a script about two characters who are having an argument.  

 

The first line of dialogue must begin with the letter A, the second with B, and so 

on, until you get to Z which will be the final line. For example: 

 

Character 1: Absolutely ridiculous! 

Character 2: BUT- 

Character 1: Can you stop making excuses for one second?! 

Character 2: Don’t interrupt me! 

 

Keep it simple! 

Once the script is complete, you should read it through a few times to make 

sure that the script flows well and makes sense. 

 

 

 

  

Try practicing your script with someone at home! 

 

• The aim of this exercise is to see how quickly you are able perform your 

argument without reading the lines.  

• How fast can you go?! 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
 

Task  

Extension 

Task  

  



S1 Music at Currie High School 
 
At Currie High School, through music, learners have rich opportunities to be creative and to 

experience inspiration and enjoyment.  

 

Throughout S1, all pupils work towards consolidating and making secure second level 
outcomes and start to develop third level outcomes in all experiences.  
 

 
In the S1 Music course we focus on three main areas:   

1. Performing 
2. Understanding Music 
3. Composing.   

 
Performance skills are developed on a variety of instruments including keyboard, guitar, 
bass guitar, ukulele, tuned percussion, drum-kit and voice. Pupils are then given the 
opportunity to choose their favourite 2 instruments to focus on and develop their 
performing skills to a deeper level. 
 
Pupils are given the opportunity to listen to, play and create their own music from a variety 
of musical styles.  
 
Pupils also learn some basic music notation and learn how to give and receive feedback 
using self and peer assessment techniques.  Towards the end of S1, we introduce music 
technology and encourage pupils to be creative using the programme Garageband on the 
iMacs. 
 
We cover a variety of topics throughout S1: 

• Instruments of the Orchestra 

• Musicals/songs from the movies 

• Scottish Music 

• Introduction to Garageband/recording techniques 
 
S1 Pupils are also encouraged to get involved in the wide range of extra-curricular activities 
offered by the Music department, including: 
 

• Choir 

• Flute Group 

• Jazz Band 

• String Ensemble 

• Guitar Ensemble 

• Ukulele Group 

• A capella Group 
 
 



P7  Music Octopuses Garden by The Beatles 
 
LISTEN:  Type this URL into a web browser to hear the song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De1LCQvbqV4  

or search for Octopuses Garden on YouTube 

 
George Harrison, one of the Beatles, wrote this about the song .. 
“I wrote Octopus's Garden in Sardinia. A friend had lent us his yacht and we went out for the day... I stayed out on deck with [the captain] and we talked about octopuses. 
He told me that they hang out in their caves and they go around the seabed finding shiny stones and tin cans and bottles to put in front of their cave like a garden. I 
thought this was fabulous … A couple of hours later with the guitar - and we had Octopus’s Garden! “ 
 

 
Draw a Picture in this box to represent what the music makes you think of. 

 
Circle the words that describe the music: 
 

MOOD:   Happy   Sad    
 
SPEED:    Fast       Medium       Slow 
 
VOLUME:  Quiet    Fairly  Loud      Loud 
 
Write some adjectives to describe the 
mood/atmosphere of this song. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What instruments/voices can you hear during this song? 
 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

Did you enjoy listening to this song?  Give 2 reasons to justify your answer. 
 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=De1LCQvbqV4

