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CCHS Visions & Values                               
 
 
 
Our Vision Statement: 
 

‘DON’T LIMIT YOUR CHALLENGES, CHALLENGE YOUR LIMITS’. 
 
 
 
 
Our Values: 
 

Confidence 

• To perform to the best of your ability 
• To seize every important opportunity 
• To try something new 
• To accept others and yourself 
• To be enthusiastic and motivated to learn 
 

Unity 

• Supportive to others 
• Unified commitment to improvement 
• Appreciating achievements of all kinds 
 

Respect  

• Those around you 
• Differences 
• Yourself 
• The Environment 
 

Responsible 

• For freedom of expression 
• For being safe and making good choices 
•  For your own actions 
•  For participating in the life and work of our community 
 

Initiative 

•  Mistakes are okay as long as you learn from them 
•  Achieve your own goals through developing skills for life, learning and work 
•  Show determination, resilience and ambition 
 

Equality 

•  Accept all aspects of social and cultural life regardless of personal belief while 
developing your own beliefs and values 

•  Treat others as you would wish to be treated 
•  Show care towards those who may need help 
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February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Welcome to “Moving Into S3” for session 2022/23.  I hope that you find the 
information in this booklet helpful and informative.   
 
Curriculum for Excellence is arranged around 8 curricular areas:  Expressive Arts, 
Languages, Mathematics, Health and Wellbeing, Religious and Moral Education, 
Science, Social Studies and Technologies.  
 
Your child is currently in S2 and has been studying subjects within Curriculum for 
Excellence (CfE) since Primary School.  These subjects are offered by faculties 
individually and sometimes together with staff delivering inter-disciplinary learning 
experiences for pupils.   Learning is planned around a broad, general education of 
experiences and outcomes which are set out for schools.  These range from Early, 
First and Second levels (at primary school) to Third and Fourth levels in secondary 
schools from S1-3.  Some pupils may begin to extend into National 5 level work in 
S3. 
 
There is an expectation that pupils will continue to experience a broad, general 
education in S3.  However, one of the principles of Curriculum for Excellence is 
personalisation and choice.  We also wish to provide appropriate challenges for our 
pupils and to prepare them for the Senior Phase (S4-6) when they will be presented 
for National Qualifications.  For these reasons, we have decided to introduce 
personalisation and choice while still maintaining a broad, general education within 
the 8 curricular areas. 
 
Over the next few weeks our S2 pupils will make decisions about the subjects that 
they would like to study in S3.  Almost all pupils will undertake eight subjects.  In 
addition, all pupils will study and participate in Physical Education, Religious and 
Moral Education and Personal and Social Education.   
 
Young people with Additional Support Needs or who attend the Enhanced Support 
Base may have fewer than 8 and are likely to continue to attend the SfL or the 
Enhanced Support Bases as well as some of the subjects they choose.  These 
decisions will be made in conjunction with parents/ carers.  
 
The choice of subjects must be an informed one.  The pupils must select a 
combination of subjects that reflects their abilities, interests and any career 
ambitions that they may have.  At first glance the process may appear complex.  
With this in mind we have created a programme of support, information and advice 
for our pupils and yourselves.  This booklet is part of that programme. 
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In the following pages you will find details of the various subjects being offered by 
our faculties.  The “Personalisation and Choice” sheet is explained, and more 
information is given about the subjects and presentation levels in S4.  Once the S2 
Parental Consultation meeting is completed, each pupil will be interviewed 
individually by her/his Pupil Support Leader (Guidance), Mrs Barton from Support 
for Learning or Mrs Bayne from the Enhanced Support Base.  Thereafter the school’s 
recommendations, taking account of the assessments from the subject departments 
and the pupil’s expressed preferences, will be sent home for consideration and 
parental approval.  Only then are final decisions taken. 
 
It has to be stressed, however, that classes can only run if we have the necessary 
staff and specialist accommodation.  Furthermore, courses must be viable - this 
means that enough pupils must have requested a particular option to justify it 
running.   
 
I hope that you and your family find the information that follows of help as you 
come to decide which subjects would be most appropriate in S3.  If you have any 
questions about this then we will do our best to answer them for you. 
 
All enquiries should be directed to Alan McKinney, Depute Head Teacher, or to the 
appropriate subject teacher if about subject content. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Hutchison 
Head Teacher 
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PART I: CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE AT  
CURRIE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 

 
 

RATIONALE & DESIGN 
 
The aims of the school and the key principles underpinning the school’s ethos, its vision and 
values and, indeed, all aspects of the life and work of the school are: 
 

• to create an environment within which all young people at Currie Community High 
School are challenged and supported to: attain qualifications at the highest level 
possible; to achieve their full potential through a range of opportunities for personal 
development; to develop skills for learning, life and work and become successful 
learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens; and 
move into positive and sustained destinations. 

• to promote equality and inclusion; celebrate diversity; and remove barriers to learning. 

• to promote Learning for Sustainability (outdoor learning, global citizenship, education 
for sustainable development) and Social Justice. 

• to journey towards excellence for all and in all areas of the school’s life and work 
including learning and teaching and the curriculum. 

 
Our vision is to provide an enjoyable and engaging curriculum which allows us to realise 
these ambitious aims.  Our curriculum provides depth, breadth, challenge and progression at 
all levels; it promotes choice and allows specialisation; and it is coherent and relevant. 
 
We aim for excellence in learning and teaching and expect all learners to be actively engaged 
in their own learning.  We expect all learners to achieve a qualification in literacy and 
numeracy; we expect all learners to monitor and track their progress in health and well-
being across the 4 contexts for learning and staff to support this; we expect all learners to 
attain qualifications at the highest level possible.  The curriculum is the vehicle through 
which our aims are met and through which our pupils are supported to become successful 
learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens who move 
into positive and sustained destinations when they leave school. 
 
DYW is becoming one of the main drivers in shaping Currie’s learning journey through the 3-
18 curriculum, providing focus on developing skills, industry-recognised qualifications, work 
placements and STEM, whilst being a strategy for raising attainment.  Opportunities for 
learners to develop the key transferrable skills of employability, communication, problem 
solving, working with others and self-awareness, which is at the heart of DYW, will influence 
their employment, further and/or higher education, and are supported through the new 
standards in Career Education (3-18) and Work Placements.  Currie and our students can 
access networks to engage with a range of people, such as employers, college and SDS, to 
develop flexible and deeper learning opportunities, such as Go4Set, Enterprise in Schools, 
Career Ready and within the School/College Partnership. Tailoring preparation for the world 
of work, not just within Personal & Social Education, but throughout the learner’s journey is 
a key element in Developing our Young Workforce.  Currie is developing a flexible curriculum 
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and opportunities for individual learner pathways, to gain the skills and experiences that can 
influence their positive destination. 
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OUR BROAD GENERAL EDUCATION (S1-S3) 
 
The period of education from pre-school to the end of S3 has the particular purpose of 
providing our learners with a broad general education with breadth, challenge and 
application.  All learners are entitled to experience a broad general education which will 
include the significant aspects of learning across all curriculum areas up to and including the 
third level, as far as this is consistent with their learning needs and prior achievements.  
Most learners progress into the fourth level in many aspects of their learning before the end 
of S3.  Some pupils in S3 are engaged in appropriately challenging learning at fourth level 
and will experience suitable depth, breadth and challenge.  Pupils are given a variety of 
unique, inspiring and enjoyable opportunities to apply their learning in different contexts.  
All these experiences enable pupils to make a successful transition to the Senior Phase.  For 
some young people learning in S3 extends beyond level 4 and stretches into National 5 level 
work although the emphasis should be on ensuring breadth, challenge and application at 
level  
4. 
 
The curriculum in this stage of learning is structured around 8 Curricular Areas: 
 

• Expressive Arts 

• Health & Wellbeing 

• Languages (English & Modern Languages) & Literacy 

• Mathematics and Numeracy 

• Religious & Moral Education 

• Sciences  

• Social Studies 

• Technologies 
 
The BGE aims to: 
 

• develop the highest possible levels of literacy, numeracy, health and well being and   
cognitive skills 

• develop knowledge and understanding of society and Scotland’s place in it 

• develop well informed views through experiencing both challenge and success 

• encourage pupils to adopt an active and healthy lifestyle and be equipped with the 
Skills for Life, Skills for Learning and Skills for Work necessary for success in their future 
lives and  careers. 

• ensure the recommendations from DYW and the Career Education Standard (3-18) are  
introduced in various ways to the BGE including through STEM courses and 
programmes 

• encourage and emphasise the positive role which creativity, through art, drama and 
music,  can have in developing the four capacities and in providing innovative 
approaches to   learning.   

• include the significant aspects of learning from the experiences and outcomes through  
discrete subject teaching, inter-disciplinary learning and deeper learning experiences. 

 
At the end of S2, some specialisation takes place and pupils choose subjects to take forward 
into S3.  This allows them to pursue interests and personal preferences.  All pupils are 
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entitled to continue with the study of subjects from each curricular area and pupils choose 
from each of the 8 curricular areas.    
 
English, Maths, PE, RME, PSE, and a Modern Language are compulsory throughout S3 for all 
learners, unless a learner has specific needs which are best addressed by following an 
alternative route (eg. Support for Learning to enhance literacy/numeracy provision or an xl 
course).  All have 2 periods of PE in the BGE and 1 period of RME.  In addition, learners select 
5 other subjects. 
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The Senior Phase (S4-S6) 
 
The Senior Phase aims to offer our young people the opportunity to extend and deepen their 
learning as they begin to build their portfolios of qualifications.  These qualifications will 
recognise their learning, enable them to continue to develop skills and offer pathways to 
support positive destinations – whether that is Further Education, Higher Education or 
Employment. 
 
In planning our Senior Phase we also take account of our local context.  Attainment levels at 
Currie are consistently well above national and city averages at every stage and the stay-on 
rate post 16 is very high, with many pupils going on to study in Further and Higher 
Education.  It is important that we are able to support these aspirations. 
 
The Senior Phase aims to: 

• continue to develop the four capacities and continue to develop each young person’s 
individual potential. 

• continue to have opportunities that reinforce pupils’ broader learning and 
achievements through a range of experiences including Skills for Learning, Skills for Life 
and Skills for Work. 

• have opportunities to maintain and enhance pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills. 

• start building their lifelong portfolio of qualifications and receive recognition of 
achievement, recognising both attainment/qualifications and wider achievement. 

• have opportunities to study at as advanced a level as possible with a high degree of 
rigour. 

• be flexible and offer different pathways to the next stage whether in Higher or Further 
Education, Employment or Training. 

• support young people to achieve a positive and sustained destination. 
 
The recommendations from DYW, the Career Education Standard (3-14), the Work 
Placement Standard and Regional Skills Assessments are shaping developments in the SP 
curriculum. 
 
In February/March of S3, a review of learning takes place in all classes and pupils, in 
consultation with their Pupil Support Leader, consider pathways into the Senior Phase.  The 
Reviews of Learning are used, alongside pupils’ own records of their progress in skill 
development and within the 4 capacities from their Planners, to construct their S3 Profile.  
All this evidence provides the starting point for the discussion in the pupil’s individual Course 
Choice meeting with their PSL / SfLL / Year Head.  A range of ‘Learner Journeys’ are used to 
help pupils make informed choices.  An individual’s pathway may involve: continuing with all 
8 subjects followed in S3; making new choices although English and Maths remain 
compulsory in S4; choosing 5 subjects; dropping one or more subjects to pick up an 
alternative such as JET, a college course, mentored study time or a Wider Achievement 
option.  We are currently working with a range of Partners (CLD, SDS, The Edinburgh College) 
to ensure that the courses offered in the Senior Phase meet the needs of all learners.  Final 
decisions are confirmed after reports are issued in May and discussions with parents have 
taken place. 
 
All S4 students experience 2 periods of PE; S5 1 period; some S6 choose PE.  All S4 and S5 
experience 1 period of RME; some S6 choose RMPS. 
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Therefore, in S4, students may follow ‘Pathway 1’ or ‘Pathway 2’ and take: 
 

• 8 courses at SCQF 3, 4 or 5; 

• between 5 and 7 courses at these levels, plus additional courses or mentored study 

• 5 courses at SCQF 3, 4 or 5. 
 
The range of courses on offer to pupils in the Senior Phase has been extended (JET, xl, Sports 
Leaders, Creative Industries, Music Technology, college options, work experience) and will 
continue to be extended as much as resources and opportunity allow. 
 
At the end of S4 a further review of learning takes place and students will select courses for 
S5 or move on to a positive destination.  At this stage they will be able to choose courses up 
to and including courses at level 6 (Higher).  In S5, we expect all students to have a full 
timetable.  Students may follow Pathway 1 or Pathway 2 as in S4. 
 
As students move into S6, a further review of learning takes place in order to consider 
pathways which will support them into a positive destination post school.  In S6, some 
students may choose to have up to 5 or 10 hours study time/community service time if they 
are studying 3 Advanced Highers or 4 Highers.  S6 students may follow Pathway 1 or 
Pathway 2. 
 
All students in the Senior Phase may follow Pathway 1 or Pathway 2 and may move from one 
to the other at the next transition point i.e. S5 → S6 .  
 
Our aim at Currie is to provide a curriculum which is inclusive, enables all pupils to achieve 
their maximum potential and is relevant to life in modern society.  Our curriculum provides 
depth, breadth, challenge, enjoyment and progression at all levels; it promotes choice and 
allows specialisation; it enables pupils to work towards fulfilling their aspirations. 
 
We aim for excellence in learning and teaching and expect all pupils to be actively engaged 
in their own learning.  We expect all pupils to achieve a qualification in literacy and 
numeracy; we expect all pupils to attain qualifications at the highest level possible.  The 
curriculum is the vehicle through which our pupils are supported to become successful 
learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens who move 
into positive and sustained destinations when they leave school. 
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USEFUL LINKS 
 
The following links are provided for further information: 

 

• My World of Work is a substantial portal containing a wealth of career and 
study advice:  
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/ 

• The Parentzone section of Learning and Teaching Scotland’s website: 
www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/index.asp 

• Curriculum for Excellence ‘Building the Curriculum’ documents: 
www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence 

• PlanItPlus is a useful resource in linking school subject choice to possible 
employment/further study areas. 
http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/subjects/ 

• A Parental Toolkit on Curriculum for Excellence has been produced  
 by Learning and Teaching Scotland: 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/whatiscurriculumforexc
ellence/index.asp 

• Information on the Experiences and Outcomes for Curricular Areas:  
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/howisthecurriculumorga
nised/curriculumareas/ 

• Assessment and qualification information: 
 www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/2941.html and 
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/8631.761.html 

 

http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence
http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/subjects/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/howisthecurriculumorganised/curriculumareas/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/howisthecurriculumorganised/curriculumareas/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/2941.html
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/8631.761.html
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Summary of the curriculum and National Qualifications 
 

Level Stage 

Early The pre-school years and P1, or later for some. 

First To the end of P4, but earlier or later for some. 

Second To the end of P7, but earlier or later for some. 

Third and Fourth S1 to S3, but earlier for some. The fourth level 
broadly equates to Standard Credit and Qualifications 
Framework (SCQF) level 4.   
 
The fourth level experiences and outcomes are 
intended to provide possibilities for choice and young 
people's programmes may not include all of the 
fourth level outcomes. 

Senior phase S4 to S6, and college or other means of study. 
 
It is in the Senior Phase that pupils sit examinations. 

Table showing the Levels appropriate at each stage of education from 3 - 18 

 
 

 Broad General Education Senior Phase 

Year S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 

Content Second, Third and Fourth level 
Experiences and Outcomes; 
some National 5 level work for 
our most able pupils. 

National 3, National 4, National 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Awards 

National 3 

National 4 

National 5 

 
Note 
 
‘Highers’ remain the ‘gold standard’ in Scottish Education.  National 5 Qualifications provide 
an excellent route to Higher.  
‘Advanced Highers’ are studied in S6 by pupils who meet the appropriate entrance standard. 
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PART II:  SUBJECT NOTES 
 
What follows are guides to each of the individual subjects.  Each guide contains 
three sections: 
 

• Subject content – the broad aims of the subject and further detail on the content 
and the experiences with which each learner will engage.   

 

• Further study – the courses available within the school to allow the pupil to 
continue their study of this subject. 

 

• Possible Careers – some popular career choices for which the subject would be 
useful, if not a formal requirement. 
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ENGLISH FACULTY 
 

Course Content 
 

The course will continue to build pupils’ experience of language and literacy and develop 
their critical and creative thinking. It will offer additional breadth and depth of study using 
different contexts for learning.  Pupils will be exposed to a broad range of texts, and further 
their skills in the three main elements of English – Reading, Writing, and Listening/Talking.  
 
During S3 pupils will develop their Reading skills through class and group work on a range of 
more challenging texts; this includes: novels, plays, poetry and media – indeed, all types of 
text in the broadest sense.  There will be increased focus on ensuring pupils gain greater 
independence in identifying and selecting appropriate reading materials for use in different 
contexts.  An increased experience of critical analysis will also be at the centre of the S3 
course.  Pupils will be encouraged to display their knowledge and understanding of texts 
studied in a variety of ways, such as blogs, wikis, presentations etc. 
 
The Writing element of the course will require pupils to deal with a wide variety of 
composition, but again with increasing levels of independence.  They will develop their 
knowledge of how to create texts using information, style, tone and language appropriate to 
the genre.  
 
Pupils will be given further opportunities to enhance their confidence in Talking and 
Listening through both solo and group activities.  Working together on enterprising projects 
with “real life” contexts will also be at the core of this element of the course.  In addition to 
working in group situations, pupils will also advance their Listening skills through critical 
listening activities. 
 
Throughout the year pupils will build upon their folio of work from S1/2, producing evidence 
of how their skills in all three elements are developing.  They will also demonstrate their 
ability to take responsibility for a project of their own choosing. 
 
Future Study within this subject area:  

• National 3 English 

• National 4 English 

• National 5 English 

• Higher English 

• Advanced Higher English 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Professional Writing/ Publishing 

• Teaching 

• Journalism/ Media 

• Law 

• Marketing/ PR/ Advertising 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS FACULTY 
 

ART & DESIGN 
 
Course Content 
 
Through Art and Design, pupils have rich opportunities to be creative and to experience inspiration 
and enjoyment.  They explore a wide range of 2D and 3D media and technologies through practical 
activities, and create, express, and communicate their ideas.  Their studies of the works of artists and 
designers enhance their enjoyment and deepen their knowledge and understanding. Personalization 
and choice is very much embedded in our approach to learning and teaching and each pupil is 
encouraged to be actively engaged in their own learning.  
During S3, pupils will experience a range of Expressive and Design units and related critical activity.  
With each unit, the process begins with Research & Investigation of a theme, then progresses to 
Development of ideas before the production of a Final Outcome.  
 Expressive: Throughout the year, pupils will experiment with art techniques and media including 
paint, clay, charcoal, ink, pastel and will explore different approaches to still life, landscape and 
portraiture.  Pupils study the art movement Surrealism and produce imaginative ideas and solutions 
in response.  Having chosen personal themes and developed their own ideas from a range of stimuli, 
pupils can express ideas, thoughts and feelings through 2D and 3D work building their self-
confidence going forward. 
 Design: Our pupils will also complete a 3D Design unit which will culminate in the construction of a 
Surrealism inspired  3D  clay  product,  following the design process students will work through  a 
structured  architectural model or  body adornment/fashion  unit - seeking to develop practical skills , 
techniques.  By working through a design process in response to a design brief, pupils can develop 
and communicate unique and original design solutions and enjoy their own creativity.  
 Critical: Pupils undertake two Critical Activity tasks to support their practical work. They will examine 
the Visual Elements and analyse Art & Design techniques, processes and concepts, make informed 
judgements and express considered opinions about artists’ and designers’ work. 
Future Study within this subject: 

• National 3 Art & Design 

• National 4 Art & Design 

• National 5 Art & Design 

• Higher Art & Design 

• Advanced Higher Art & Design 

 Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Visual Artist (painter, sculptor, printmaker, illustrator, stain glass window ... etc) 

• Curator – museums and galleries... Art Conservationist, Art critic, Art Historian, Arts and 

Culture planner, Arts Administrator…. 

• Art Teacher /University lecturer…. 

• Designer (ceramics, graphics, product, furniture,  fashion, costume,  jewellery,  millinery , 

joiner…. decorator.... 

• Book illustrator…. Botanical illustrator, scientific illustrator…. Digital illustrator, 

• Architect (including landscape, town planner, interior….)      

• Photographer (documentary, commercial etc), Photo journalist, Fashion, wildlife 

photographer 

• Animator (video games / web design and consultation... film editor, TV and Film-maker  

• Cartoonist/Courtroom artist /Story board illustrator….  

• Beauty therapist, hairdressing, make-up artistry..... fashion buyer/dresser 

•  Special effects for stage/film etc.... Set - stage Design 
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DRAMA 
 
Course Content 
 

The S3 Drama course is practical and experiential. Pupils will engage in activities that 
will develop capacity to enjoy, create, present and evaluate effective drama.  There 
is also a key focus on transferable skills such as confidence, discipline, team building, 
cooperation and resilience.  
 
In S3 pupils will have the opportunity to: 

• Work collaboratively with others to create drama with a purpose, 
experimenting with different genres, forms, structures and styles 

• Grow in confidence by experiencing the excitement of live performance.  

• Apply production technology and design resources effectively to create and 
enhance mood and atmosphere. E.g. through the use of sound, lighting, 
costume, props, stage make up and hair 

• Develop voice and movement skills to enhance characterisation.   

• Evaluate their creative process and analyse their own and others' 
performances.  

 
Units Covered Include: 
Physical Theatre, Set Design, Acting and Directing, Sound and Lighting technology 
Characterisation, Makeup and Costume Design.  
 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3 Drama 

• National 4 Drama 

• National 5 Drama 

• National 5 Creative Industries 

• Higher Drama 

• NPA Acting & Performance 

• Advanced Higher Drama 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Makeup Artist 

• Lighting or Sound technology 

• Directing 

• Radio, Film & TV or Theatre Production 

• Set or Costume Design  

• Studio or Stage management.  

• Public Relations or Event management 

• Arts Administration 

• Teaching, Community Arts work or Drama Therapy 

• Casting agency work 

• Playwright  
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MUSIC 
 
Course Content 
 
In music students will be developing skills in creating, understanding and performing music.  
They will have the opportunity to develop a general interest in music through learning to 
discriminate between different styles and genres of music and learn simple musical 
concepts, to develop performing skills on their chosen instruments or voice and to develop 
skills in creating music, using simple compositional techniques. 
 
During S3 students will complete the following units: 
 
Composing Skills: In this unit pupils will develop skills in creating their own original music 
using technology as often as possible and will explore, experiment with and apply simple 
compositional techniques. 
 
Understanding Music: Through listening, pupils will develop knowledge and understanding 
of simple music concepts and will develop their ability to distinguish different styles of music 
and to recognise simple music notation and literacy. 
 
Performing Skills: Pupils will develop performing skills appropriate to their two chosen 
instruments or voice.  They will develop skills to play accurately at their own level and 
maintain musical flow.  Through regular practice and reflection, pupils will develop technical 
and musical skills. 
 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3 Music 

• National 4 Music 

• National 4 Music Technology 

• National 5 Music 

• National 5 Music Technology 

• Higher Music 

• Higher Music Technology 

• Advanced Higher Music 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Music Business (organisational skills, research, reflective planning, self-motivational 
skills and up to date knowledge of the organisations and operations of the UK music 
industry.) 

• Performing (Band Member, Session Musician, Orchestral Player) 

• Composer 

• Music Promotion. 

• Teaching (Classroom or Instrumental) 

• Musical Theatre (Performing in theatres, cruise lines, summer seasons, pantomimes, 
television and cabaret). 
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  
 
Course Content  
 
In Music Technology students will develop skills in the use of music technology hardware 
and software to capture and manipulate audio and use music technology creatively in sound 
production in a range of contexts. Students will analyse music from a range of 20th and 21st 
century musical styles and genres and develop an understanding of aspects of the music 
industry, including a basic awareness of intellectual property rights.  
 
During S3 Students will complete the following units:  
 
Understanding 20th and 21st Century music 
In this unit students will develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century 
styles and genres, and an understanding of how music technology has influenced and been 
influenced by developments in 20th and 21st century music. They also develop listening 
skills, enabling them to identify a range of genres and styles and their main attributes, and 
relevant music concepts.  
 
Music Technology Skills  
In this unit students will develop a range of skills and techniques relating to the 
creative use of music technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. 
These skills include using different audio input devices, applying microphone placement 
techniques, constructing the signal paths, overdubbing and editing tracks, equalisation, time 
domain and other mixing techniques. 
 
Music technology contexts 
Candidates gain experience in using music technology skills to capture and manipulate audio 
in a range of contexts such as live performance, radio broadcast, composing and/or sound 
design for film, audiobooks and computer gaming.  
 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3 Music 

• National 4 Music 

• National 4 Music Technology 

• National 5 Music 

• National 5 Music Technology 

• Higher Music 

• Higher Music Technology 

• Advanced Higher Music 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Music Business  

• Performing (Band Member, Session Musician, Orchestral Player) 

• Music Promotion. 

• Teaching (Classroom or Instrumental 

• Sound Engineer  

• Music Producer  
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HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FACULTY 
 

HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
Course Content 
 
This course enables pupils to understand the relationship between food and health and 
wellbeing.  Pupils will make informed choices about food, nutrition and dietary needs; 
experience challenge and enjoyment in a range of practical food and consumer contexts.  
The learner will also have the opportunity to develop confidence, resilience, independence 
and responsibility.  The course contributes to the learner’s wider achievement by developing 
skills in numeracy, language, science, technology and problem solving.  This course will allow 
pupils to develop practical skills required to support independent living. 
 
In S3 pupils will have the opportunity to: 

• Develop their practical food preparation skills and techniques using appropriate 
tools, equipment and safe and hygienic practices. 

• Pupils will develop knowledge of the relationships between health and nutrition 
and the dietary needs of individuals. 

• Pupils will plan, cook and evaluate dishes suitable for the needs of different 
groups of people.   

• The course also allows pupils to examine food labelling and the legislation linked 
to this. 

• They will experience a basic awareness of current factors affecting food, lifestyle 
and wider consumer choices and their impact on health. 

• This course provides opportunities for pupils to develop breadth, challenge and 
application.  

• Through the study of Health and Food Technology, pupils will develop practical 
skills and relevant skills for learning for use in everyday life. 

 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3 Health & Food Technology 

• National 4 Health & Food Technology/Practical Cookery 

• National 5 Health & Food Technology/Practical Cookery 

• Higher Health & Food Technology 

• Advanced Higher Health & Food Technology 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Dietician 

• Nutritionist 

• Conference/Events Manager 

• Nurse 

• Chef 

• Textile and fashion design 

• Product design 

• Home Economist 

• Teacher of Health and Food Technology 
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PRACTICAL COOKERY 
 
Course Content 
 
This course is practical and experimental in nature. Pupils will develop a range of cookery 
skills and food preparation techniques, as well as planning, organisational and time 
management skills, in hospitality related contexts. Learners will investigate and develop safe 
and hygienic practices relating food preparation and storage.  
 
In S3 pupils will have the opportunity to: 

• Develop their cookery skills, food preparation techniques, and their ability to 
follow cookery processes, in the context of producing dishes with minimal 
guidance. 

• Develop pupil’s knowledge and understanding of ingredients from a variety of 
different sources and their uses. Pupils will also learn the importance of 
responsible sourcing of ingredients and of current dietary advice. 

• Develop pupils organisational and time management skills, to produce dishes 
following detailed recipes and time plans. 

• Prepare, cook and present a two-course meal to a given specification within a 
given timescale. 
 

 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 4 Health & Food Technology/ Practical Cookery 

• National 5 Health & Food technology/ Practical Cookery 

• Higher Health & Food Technology 

• Advanced Higher Health & Food Technology 

• South East Scotland Hospitality and Tourism Academies Programme 
 

 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Conference/Events Manager 

• Chef 

• Various jobs within the Hospitality and Tourism industry 

• Home Economist 

• Teacher of Health and Food Technology 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Course Content 
 
Experiences in Physical Education are based upon human movement and the requirements 
to live a full and healthy life.  Pupils from S1 to S3 will build a skills competency and engage 
in a broad range of activities that focus on cooperation and competition as well as 
appreciation and evaluation of physical education, physical activity and sport. 
During S3 pupils will be provided with the opportunity to build physical competences, 
improve aspects of fitness and maximise active participation and enjoyment by engaging in 
physical activities.  Pupils will work both independently and collaboratively within teams to 
develop high order thinking and interpersonal skills, thus making Physical Education an ideal 
platform for developing confidence, resilience and responsibility. 
Some pupils may elect to study Physical Education in more depth and extend their learning 
within and about the subject.  Therefore these pupils should select Physical Education from 
the subject choice sheet in either of the two columns it appears in. Pupils will experience a 
range of activities throughout the course.  In each activity the focus will be on improving 
Practical Performance and Leadership Skills. The course will cover 3 units: 

• Get Fit 

• Get Skills 

• Get Tactical 
In each unit pupils will evaluate performance, Identify development needs, plan and 
implement a programme of work for improvement.  Pupils will then be fully prepared for the 
transition to the senior phase. 
In studying this course the pupils will experience a broader range of experiences and 
outcomes created to deepen their knowledge of health, leadership, evaluation and 
appreciation of sport and human movement, all within the current cultural context.  
In both contexts for learning pupils will use digital media to record, analyse and feedback to 
themselves and others whilst identifying individual strengths and weaknesses in a supportive 
environment.  In doing so, they will build stronger analytical skills, improve practical 
performance and learn to work collaboratively. 
 
Future Study within this subject: 

• National 4 Physical Education 

• National 5 Physical Education 

• Sports Leaders level 4 and 5 qualifications 

• NPA Achieving Sporting Excellence 

• Higher Physical Education 

• Advanced Higher Physical Education 
 

Possible Careers within this subject area: 
Active School Co-ordinator; Grounds person / green keeper; Performance Analyst; P.E 
teacher; Physiotherapist; Sports Coach; Sports Development Officer; Sports Journalist; 
Sports Psychologist 
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MATHEMATICS FACULTY 

 
Course Content 
 
Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us.  
It equips us with many of the skills required for life, learning and work.  In S3, pupils will 
continue to develop their skills such as logical reasoning, analysis, problem solving and the 
ability to think in abstract ways. 
 
Depending on their ability, pupils continue to develop their mathematics in the following 
areas: 
 
Algebra: Patterns and relationships; expressions and equations 
Geometry: Properties of 2D shapes and 3D objects, angles, symmetry and transformation, 
Pythagoras and trigonometry. 
Statistics: Data and analysis 
Mathematics: its impact on society 
Numeracy: Basic number processes, money, estimation and rounding, time, measure, ideas 
of chance and uncertainty 
 
The Mathematics will be taught in units of work.  Where possible, the topics will be linked to 
other subject areas so that pupils will be able to see the relevance of what is being taught.  
Links will also be made where Maths may be used in later life. 
 
Assessment will be informal and formal and will take place throughout the year.  Informal 
assessment will be through class activities and homework, formal assessment through tests. 
 
Homework will vary depending on the level of the course and is likely to be of the following 
types:  independent homework assignments, practising work carried out in class, researching 
a topic, preparing a presentation (sometimes part of a group).  All pupils will be expected to 
back up their class work with a considerable amount of private study. 
 
Future Study within this subject: 
 

• National 3 Applications of Mathematics                    

• National 4 Applications of Mathematics                    

• National 5 Applications of Mathematics  
(further information available on next 2 
pages)                   

 

• National 4 Mathematics 

• National 5 Mathematics 
(further information available on next 
2 pages) 

• Higher Mathematics 

• Advanced Higher Mathematics 
 

Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Actuarial Mathematics 

• Engineering 

• Accountancy 

• Many careers involve a maths component.  Further information may be found at: 
http://plus.maths.org/content/Career 
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/viewItem.cfm?cit_id=383039 
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/11-14/career_profiles.cfm 

 

http://plus.maths.org/content/Career
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/viewItem.cfm?cit_id=383039
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/11-14/career_profiles.cfm
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National 5 Applications of Mathematics  
 

The National 5 Applications of Mathematics Course enables learners to apply mathematical 

ideas and strategies to managing finance, statistics, geometry and measurement in real-life 

contexts. 

 

Course Content 

The course is split into three units.   

 

Managing Finance and Statistics  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas 
and valid strategies that can be applied to managing finance and statistics in real-life 
contexts which may be new to the learner. This includes skills in analysing financial positions, 
budgeting as well as organising and presenting data to justify solutions and/or draw 
conclusions. The Outcomes cover aspects of finance and statistics in real-life situations 
requiring mathematical reasoning.  

 

Geometry and Measures  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas 
and valid strategies that can be applied to geometry and measurement in real-life contexts 
which may be new to the learner. This includes skills in analysing and using geometry and 
measures to determine and justify solutions to real-life problems. The Outcomes cover 
aspects of geometry and measurement in real-life situations requiring reasoning.  

 

Numeracy 

The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills 
to solve real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement. At this level, 
real-life problems will have some complex features and be set in contexts which are likely to 
be unfamiliar to the learner. As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what 
numeracy and information handling skills to use, and how to apply those skills to an 
appropriate level of accuracy. Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their 
knowledge and understanding of probability to identify solutions to solve real-life problems 
involving money, time and measurement. Learners will use their solutions to make and 
justify decisions.  

 

Note:  N5 Applications of Maths does not progress to Higher Mathematics in future years of 
study. 

 

Assessment 
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course. 
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National 5 Mathematics  

 
The National 5 Mathematics course enables learners to select and apply mathematical 
techniques in a variety of mathematical and real-life situations.  Learners interpret, 
communicate and manage information in mathematical form. 

 

Course Content 

The course is split into three units.  
 

Expressions and Formulae 

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical expressions and 
formulae. These include the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions 
and the evaluation of formulae. The outcomes cover aspects of number, algebra, geometry 
and reasoning.  

 

Relationships 

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical relationships. These 
include solving and manipulating equations, working with graphs and carrying out 
calculations on the lengths and angles of shapes. The outcomes cover aspects of algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry and reasoning.  

 

Applications 

The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to applications of mathematics. These 
include using trigonometry, geometry, number processes and statistics within real-life 
contexts. The outcomes cover aspects of these skills and also skills in reasoning. 

 

Note:  This course can be taken as a final course of study in Mathematics, or as a pathway to 
Higher Mathematics. 

 

Assessment 
The course is assessed by an external examination taken at the end of the course. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES FACULTY   
 

FRENCH & GERMAN 
 
Introduction – Please follow this link 
https://www.loom.com/share/bace443ed9ca41eebc494b1ef47e4226 

 
Course Content 
 
The French and German courses are designed to enable pupils to reach a high level of 
communication and understanding, both in written and spoken language.  Pupils develop 
skills for use and enjoyment throughout life in leisure and in work in the new Europe and in 
the global marketplace. 
 
The Modern Languages area of the Curriculum enables pupils to: 

• develop a variety of communication skills in the foreign language, working in 
individual, paired and group situations and with ICT 

• develop skills in listening, talking, reading and writing in the foreign language 

• use different media effectively for learning and presenting information 

• develop language awareness and dictionary skills 

• enhance the enjoyment and understanding of their own and other cultures 
where the new language is spoken 

• develop competence in different languages so that they can understand and 
communicate in real-life situations and talk about topics of personal interest. 

 
Homework 
Weekly homework will focus on the main skills. 
 
Resources 
A small bilingual dictionary will be required.  Internet access is very useful. 
 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3 French or German 

• National 4 French or German 

• National 5 French or German 

• Higher French or German 

• Advanced Higher French or German 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• University further study 

• Travel & Tourism 

• Business – Sales, Marketing & Administration in the European context 

• Interpreting and Translating 

• Primary and Secondary Teaching 

https://www.loom.com/share/bace443ed9ca41eebc494b1ef47e4226
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SCIENCE FACULTY 
 

BIOLOGY  
 
Course Content 
 
The Biology course is an up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central position of life 
science within our society. The course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, 
biology through a variety of contexts. Each course contains a unit on the following: 
Cell Biology: looks at the structure and uses of cells in different micro-organisms and the 
biological basis of inheritance.  
Multicellular Organisms: looks at the workings of different biological systems in organisms, 
defence mechanisms and reproduction.  
Life on Earth: focuses on the role of organisms within their ecosystems, which includes, 
adaptations for survival, biodiversity, population growth, behaviour and nutrient cycling.  
 
The main aims of the course are to: 

• Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of basic biology concepts.  

• Develop an understanding of biology’s role in scientific issues and relevant 
applications of biology in society. 

• Develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills 

• Develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a biology context. 

• Use technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities. 

• Develop problem solving skills in a biology context. 

• Establish the foundation for more advanced learning in the sciences. 
 

The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing 
their literacy and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed 
throughout the course. Through the study of biology, the pupils will also develop relevant 
skills for learning, for use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the 
interdisciplinary nature of science. 
 
Assessment will be informal and formal and will take place throughout the year.  Informal 
assessment will be through class activities and homework, formal assessment through tests. 
 
Homework will vary depending on the level of the course and is likely to be of the following 
types:  independent homework assignments, practising work carried out in class, researching 
a topic, preparing a presentation (sometimes part of a group).  All pupils will be expected to 
back up their class work with a considerable amount of private study. 
Future Study within this subject: 

• National 3 Biology 

• National 4 Biology 

• National 5 Biology 

• Higher Biology 

• Advanced Higher Biology 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 
Nurse; Doctor; Optometrist; Veterinary surgeon or nurse; Sports scientist; 
Physiotherapist; Pharmacist; Occupational therapist 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
Course Content 
 
The Chemistry course develops pupils’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, chemistry through a 
variety of contexts relevant to chemistry’s impact on society, namely: utilising nature’s 
resources, chemical analysis, and the development of new and novel applications. 
 
The course contains units on: 
Chemical Change and Structure: Looks at how the tiny atoms and molecules we can’t see 
are put together and how this results in properties we can test in the lab. We also learn 
about the speed of chemical reactions, how to represent them with equations and learn 
more about acids and bases. 
Nature’s Chemistry: Focuses on gaining an in depth understanding of the petro-chemical 
industry and environmental issues. This topic also includes the study of chemicals found in 
food and drinks.  
Chemistry in Society: Allows pupils to consider pressing issues for society such as the use of 
plastics, nuclear chemistry and fertilisers. This topic also includes chemical analysis and how 
we extract and use metals. 
 
During S3 pupils studying Chemistry will: 

• develop Scientific and analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context 

• develop problem solving skills in a chemistry context  

• develop an understanding of chemistry’s role in scientific issues  

• acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry concepts  

• develop understanding of how chemical products are formed  

• develop understanding of relevant applications of chemistry in society  
 
The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing 
their literacy and numeracy skills. Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed 
throughout the course.  Through the study of chemistry the pupils will also develop relevant 
skills for learning, for use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the 
interdisciplinary nature of science. 
 
Assessment will be informal and formal and will take place throughout the year.  Informal 
assessment will be through class activities and homework, formal assessment through tests. 
 
Homework will vary depending on the level of the course and is likely to be of the following 
types:  independent homework assignments, practising work carried out in class, researching 
a topic, preparing a presentation (sometimes part of a group).  All pupils will be expected to 
back up their class work with a considerable amount of private study. 
 
Future Study within this subject: 

• National 3 Chemistry 

• National 4 Chemistry 

• National 5 Chemistry 

• Higher Chemistry 

• Advanced Higher Chemistry 
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Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Medicine 

• Forensic scientist 

• Teacher 

• Pharmacist 

• Fireworks manufacture 
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PHYSICS 
 
Course Content 
 
The physics course consists of an up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central 
position of Science within our society.  The course develops pupils’ interest in, and 
enthusiasm for, physics through a variety of contexts.  Each course contains a unit on:  
 
Waves and Radiation: looks at electrical and mechanical uses which involve electromagnetic 
waves and sound waves and their use in medicine and communications. 
Dynamics and Space: looks at exploration of our solar system and the forces required for 
space travel for example. 
Energy and Electricity: looks at sources of heat energy and electrical energy and the study of 
electricity, electronics and heat.   
 
The main aims of the course are to: 

• Develop Scientific and analytical thinking skills in a physics concept. 

• Develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues. 

• Acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of concepts in physics. 

• Develop understanding of relevant applications of physics in society. 

• Develop scientific enquiry and investigative skills. 

• Use technology, equipment and materials safely in practical scientific activities. 

• Develop problem solving skills in the context of physics.  

• Describe aspects of everyday life in terms of physics. 

• Establish a foundation for more advanced learning in sciences.  
 
The course will enable pupils to become scientific literate citizens, while also developing 
their literacy and numeracy skills.  Presentation and ICT skills will also be developed 
throughout the course.  Through the study of physics the pupils will also develop relevant 
skills for learning, for use in everyday life and across all sectors of employment due to the 
interdisciplinary nature of science. 
 
Assessment will be informal and formal and will take place throughout the year.  Informal 
assessment will be through class activities and homework, formal assessment through tests. 
 
Homework will vary depending on the level of the course and is likely to be of the following 
types:  independent homework assignments, practising work carried out in class, researching 
a topic, preparing a presentation (sometimes part of a group).  All pupils will be expected to 
back up their class work with a considerable amount of private study. 
 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3 Physics 

• National 4 Physics 

• National 5 Physics 

• Higher Physics 

• Advanced Higher Physics 
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Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Health Physicist  

• Engineer (Electrical, Mechanical, Civil) 

• Financial services 

• Radiographer 

• Optician 

• Weather forecaster 

•  http://www.iop.org/careers/ for more careers 
 

 

http://www.iop.org/careers/
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS FACULTY 
 

HISTORY 

 
Course content 
 

In S1 and S2 we have studied a lot of Scottish History topics at Third and into Fourth Level. In 
S3 we are focusing on Britain, Europe and the world.  You will begin S3 studying CfE Fourth 
Level  topics from Modern History.  In this you will consider: 
 

• The causes of the First World War 

• Aspects of the First World War: warfare and technology; the home front in 
Britain 1914-18 

• Peace and problems: post-war Scotland 

• Slavery: impacts, experiences and abolition 

 
Linking into our study of the First World War is a department trip to battlefield sites in 
Belgium.  The trip will run every second year so pupils will have an opportunity to go at the 
end of S3 or the end of S4.   
 
Literacy is at the heart of the study of History. In studying History you are learning to argue 
and debate on the basis of evidence.  You will be given the chance to find and select 
evidence, to evaluate its worth and to draw conclusions.  Studying History will develop the 
fluency of your written and spoken English. 
 
At the same time being a student of History in S3 will develop your understanding of key 
developments in the modern world and in international relations.  This is an important 
preparation for study in the upper school and for being an informed and educated adult and 
responsible citizen. 
 
History is about big issues. To what extent was terrorism the cause of the First World War?  
How does war impact on civilian populations?  Do new weapons shorten wars or lead to 
more deaths?  Does Britain’s involvement in the slave trade amount to a crime against 
humanity? 

 
History is widely recognised as an academic discipline well worth studying in school and 
beyond. 
 
Future study within this subject 

• National 3 History 

• National 4 History 

• National 5 History 

• Higher History 

• Advanced Higher History 

 
Possible careers within this subject area: 

• Law/journalism/the media/education/civil service/politics and government/ business/police 

• Any career that requires communication skills, in particular the ability to select and process 
information and present an informed view. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 
Course Content 
 

Geography has a key part to play in delivering Curriculum for Excellence.  During S3 pupils 
will study Level 4 Experiences and Outcomes and start working towards their National 
qualifications.  The S3 course allows pupils to further develop and consolidate their 
understanding of the interactions between people and the natural world in local, national 
and global contexts.  Through individual project work, paired and co-operative work, 
learners develop practical skills in data collection, processing and analysis, research, 
application, critical thinking, decision making and problem solving.  The courses offers pupils 
opportunities for personalisation and independent learning, enabling pupils to develop key 
transferable skills needed in the world of work, both connected to and independent of 
Geography related careers.  
 
The S3 Geography course is composed of 7 units of study: 
 

• Weather and Climate 
Pupils will develop an understanding of the factors affecting weather and apply their 
knowledge to explain weather patterns in the UK.  Pupils will develop skills in data 
processing and analysis.  All pupils will complete an investigation into a climate region of 
their choice. 

  
• River Landscapes 
Pupils will develop an understanding of the processes operating within and around river 
systems, focusing on the development of river landforms and land use along the river 
course.  Pupils will investigate recent flood events in the UK, identifying the causes, impacts 
and management of flood events.  
 

• Trade, Aid and Globalisation 
Pupils will develop an understanding of how our world is interconnected and 
interdependent through the globalisation of trade.  Pupils will identify, assess and evaluate 
the impact of trade on the lives of all global citizens, including themselves and the natural 
world they inhabit.   
 

• Natural and anthropogenic climate change 
In this unit pupils will become ‘climate scientists’ as they examine the global climate, tackling 
one of the foremost questions in Earth Science: Is anthropogenic (human-caused) climate 
change really happening?  Pupils evaluate viewpoints of climate change sceptics and 
believers, assessing the environmental, social and political consequences of a warmer world 
through an independent project. 
 

• Urban and Rural Landscapes  
Pupils will examine how the human race has left a distinct footprint of its accomplishments 
and advancements on the Earth visible for everyone to see, from humble villages to the 
skyscrapers of megacities.  Pupils will further develop and consolidate their understanding of 
how different human environments have developed and the interaction between humans 
and the natural environment by describing and assessing the impacts of human activities on 
an area, its society and beyond. 
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• Development 
In light of the Millennium Development Goals coming to an end in 2015, pupils will explore 
the social and economic factors leading to inequalities in development across the world and 
will identify and evaluate strategies to reduce the development gap and their effectiveness.  
Pupils will also examine how accurate images of developing countries really are.  
 

• Demography 
Pupils will study the causes and consequences of national and global population change, 
focussing on the problems of youthful and ageing populations.  Pupils will evaluate 
strategies currently employed for controlling exponential population growth in various case 
study examples and will assess the sustainability of natural resources in a world with over 7 
billion people.  
 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 3, 4 & 5 (Geography) 
• Higher (Geography) 
• Higher (Environmental Science) 
• Advanced Higher (Geography) 

 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Journalism/ law/ military/ education/ civil service/ urban planning/ oil and 
gas/ renewable energies/ environment management/ climatology/ 
meteorology/ tourism/ natural hazard management/ research 
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MODERN STUDIES 

 
Course Content 
 

Pupils will take part in group work, individual research and paired tasks; often choosing how 
to demonstrate their learning through what they write, make say and do.  Pupils will develop 
their understanding of their own values and those of others as well as understanding the 
principles of democracy and citizenship, through critical, independent thinking.  By exploring 
how individuals influence political change, how the media can shape attitudes and 
evaluating the extent to which people’s needs should be met by the Government, pupils 
develop knowledge and discrete skills that allow them to respond effectively to challenges 
facing society now and in the future. 
Specific topics covered will include: 
 
• Level 4 Crime & the Law 

• Level 4 Democracy in Scotland & the UK 

 
Pupils will progress to and beyond Level 4 work giving pupils experience of attempting more 
challenging National 4/5 level work within the context of the above topics.  Pupils will begin 
to engage with skills and knowledge outcomes they will encounter in the N4/5 course, 
should they choose to continue with the subject beyond S3.  Pupils will develop the ability to 
analyse a range of complex sources and use source evidence to make and justify decisions, 
support/ oppose given statements or viewpoints, and to form and support insightful 
conclusions. 
Skills: Pupils will learn to locate and evaluate conflicting sources of information.  Higher 
order thinking skills will be developed through Active Learning.  Using and linking evidence in 
sources to form conclusions, support/ oppose given viewpoints or to make and justify 
decisions are key skills developed in the BGE. Pupils will undertake project work where 
pupils gather their own research evidence to develop their own opinions about the topics 
studied.  Pupils will become effective contributors in group tasks, confident individuals 
through developing presentation skills, responsible citizens through awareness of their 
responsibilities within a democracy and will achieve and celebrate success as they choose 
how to demonstrate their learning to their fellow pupils.   
 
Modern Studies gives learners an understanding of social, political and international issues, 
and is well worth studying in school and beyond. 
 
Future study within this subject: 

• National 3 Modern Studies • National 4 Modern Studies 

• National 5 Modern Studies • Higher Modern Studies 

• Higher Politics • National 5 Sociology 

• Higher Sociology  
 

Possible careers within this subject area: 

• Law/journalism/the media/education/civil service/politics and government/ 
business/police 

• Any career that requires communication skills, in particular the ability to select and 
process information and present an informed view. 

• Any career that requires the ability to make important decisions, form conclusions or 
support/ reject options and justify them with reasoned argument and evidence.  
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RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSPHICAL STUDIES 
 

Course content 
 

In S1 and S2 we have studied various topics at Third and into Fourth Level. Some of the 
topics have included: 

• World Religions – Sikhism 

• Moral Issues – The Holocaust 

• Philosophical Questions – Origins of the Universe 

In S3 pupils will progress to and beyond Level 4 work giving pupils experience of attempting 
more challenging National 4/5 level work within the context of the following topics: 

• World Religions – Buddhism 

• Moral Issues – Medical Ethics 

• Philosophical Questions – The Existence of God 

 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities 

• Trip to the Samye Ling Centre; a Tibetan Buddhist Monastery located in Dumfries and 
Galloway. 

• Guest speakers from various religious backgrounds sharing their views on relevant 
moral issues. 

• Philosophy / Debate Club 

 

Skills 

Literacy Reading, writing, listening, speaking. 

Critical Thinking Analysis, evaluation, questioning, problem solving. 

Debating Reasoning, forming structured arguments, communication, teamwork. 

Source Handling Research, reliability checking, evidence gathering. 

Personal Values Respect, tolerance, understanding, empathy. 
 

 

Further Study within this Subject 
National 4 
RMPS 

National 5 
RMPS 

Higher 
RMPS 

Advanced Higher 
RMPS 

Higher 
Philosophy 

 

 

Possible careers within this subject area: 
 
Lawyer / Police Officer / Doctor / Nurse / Teacher / Journalist / Social Worker / Therapist / 
Politician / Religious Leader / Charity Officer 
RME will also help you understand other people’s viewpoints and beliefs, and how to respond and 
listen to them 

• RMPS is a fantastic qualification for any “people facing” jobs. You will develop 
essential skills (e.g. communication, literacy, teamwork) and develop personal views 
and opinions on a variety of different topics.
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TECHNOLOGIES FACULTY 
 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 

 
Course Content 
 
The S3 Business course focuses on the development of entrepreneurial, problem-solving, 
decision-making and ICT skills, essential to enhance future employment opportunities. The 
aim of this course is the development of skills and knowledge in accessing, understanding 
and contributing to today’s business and information environment. 
 
The S3 course enables specialisation at the end of S3 into either Business Management or 
Administration & IT depending on pupil preference and suitability.  Pupils will go on to 
complete a National 4 or 5 award in one of these subjects.  Business Management is a 
theory-based course which develops knowledge of the functional areas of a business.  The 
Administration & IT course is a practical-based subject which develops skills in Word, Excel, 
Access and PowerPoint. 
 

Some of the units undertaken in S3 include: 
 

• Business organisations:  you will learn about the different types of business which 
operate in the UK economy, including sole traders, partnerships and limited companies 
as well as public and third sector organisations.  You will also learn about the different 
stakeholder groups who are affected by businesses. 
 

• Financial planning: You will become aware of the issues that businesses have to consider 
when managing money, including examining sources of finance. You will use 
spreadsheets to generate financial documents which help in the planning and decision-
making within business, such as cash budgets and profit forecasts. 

 

• Technology in Human Resources:  in this practical unit you will gain experience of how 
businesses use ICT.  The Unit focuses on the Human Resources function of the business 
and teaches skills in word processing, spreadsheets and databases, applied to real 
business contexts. 
 

 

Future Study within this subject 

• National 4 & 5 Business Management 

• National 4 & 5 Administration and IT 

• Higher Business Management 

• Advanced Higher Business Management 
 
Possible Careers within this subject 
Business leads into different careers such as setting up your own business, human resources 
and many more. Business Management and Administration & IT help to develop the 
knowledge and skills beneficial within further or higher education. 
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ENGINEERING SCIENCE 

 
Course Content 
 
Engineering shapes the world in which we live, by applying elements of technology, science 
and mathematics to real-world challenges. Engineers play key roles in meeting the needs of 
society in fields that include climate change, medicine, IT and transport, and it is important 
there are more young people with an informed view of engineering.  
 
During S3 pupils will study Level 4 Experiences and Outcomes through which they will 
further develop and consolidate their understanding of the role of engineering and its 
application in society. Pupils will have opportunities to design solutions to real world 
contexts using calculations, simulations and practical experiments. Pupils will develop skills 
in communicating engineering concepts using appropriate terminology and graphic 
techniques. 
 
The course helps candidates to develop an understanding of the far-reaching impact of 
engineering on our society.  They learn about the central role of engineers as designers and 
problem-solvers, able to conceive, design, implement and operate complex systems. 
 
The course develops skills in three main areas. 
Engineering contexts and challenges  

• Pupils develop understanding of the impact of engineering on society 

• Pupils investigate emerging technologies and consider the social, economic and 
environmental implications of engineering.  

Electronics and control  

• Analogue and digital electronics - pupils explore a range of key concepts and devices 
used in using designing electronics systems. 

• Programmable control - pupils develop skill in programming and the use of 
microcontrollers as a control system used in modern devices.  

Mechanisms and structures   

• Pupils investigate and develop solutions to problems using a range of mechanical 
systems.  

• Pupils investigate the purpose of structures and calculate forces and moments.  
 
Progression 

• National 4 & 5 Engineering Science 

• Higher Engineering Science 

• Further study at College 

• Employment 
 
Possible Careers within this subject 
Engineering science leads into careers in a wide variety of engineering and design disciplines. 
Leading to employment in the electronics industry, large scale infrastructure through civil 
and structural engineering, mechanical engineering in the 
manufacturing/automotive/aerospace industries, materials and chemical industry, product 
design and production engineering.  
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
 
Course Content 
 
During S3 pupils will study Level 4 Experiences and Outcomes through which they will 
further develop and consolidate their understanding of the role of Graphic Communication 
in an age of modern industry which demands that employees must have enhanced skills in 
interpreting and communicating information.  As industry becomes increasingly 
international the ability to use graphics to transcend language barriers will become more 
important as a form of communication. 
 
Through individual project work, paired and group work, pupils will participate in practical 
activities to help observe Graphic Communication in action while developing skills in 
research, analysis, presentation, decision making, problem solving, drawing with instruments 
and freehand sketching, using computers for Computer Aided Design and Image 
Manipulation, learning about using colour, reading drawings and understanding symbols, 
rendering, layout and lettering, Desk Top Publishing and Computer Aided Graphics. 
 
Some of the units undertaken are: 
 
2D Graphic Communication:  

• Technical Graphics: Learners will experience a range of Technical Graphics which will 
consolidate skills in draughtsmanship, reading and interpreting drawings, Numeracy and 
problem solving. 

• Desktop Publishing: Learners will develop an understanding of the design elements and 
principles used in magazines and advertisements through the creation of your own 
Desktop Published designs.  

• Computer Illustrations: Learners will develop skills in the use of Photoshop to produce a 
range of graphics.  

 
3D Graphic Communication:  

• Technical Graphics: Learners will experience a range of 3D drawing types and use 
drawing equipment to produce them.  

• Computer Graphics: Learners will explore industry standard 3D CAD Software (3Ds Max, 
Autodesk Inventor) to produce realistic 3D models of products and environments. 

 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 4 & 5 Graphic Communication 

• Higher Graphic Communication 

• Advanced Higher Graphic Communication 
 
Possible Careers within this subject 
Graphic Communication leads into careers such as animation, architecture, CAD technician, 

civil/structural/mechanical engineering, interior design, graphic design, product design, 

model making, set design, sign writing, surveying and teaching. 
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PRACTICAL WOODWORKING 
 
Course Content 
The practical woodworking course provides pupils the opportunity to develop practical skills 

and knowledge and understanding in a workshop context. The emphasis of the course is on 

traditional manufacturing and offers pupils the opportunity to develop a range of skills 

including the use of hand tools, and setting and using fixed and portable machinery.  

Through the manufacture of physical artifacts, pupils will explore materials and processes 

used to realise products in wood. They also develop skills in reading and interpreting 

drawings and related documents as well as their understanding of the importance of health 

and safety and tool care and maintenance. It engages pupils with the role of manufacturing 

in society and the impact practical technologies have on the environment.  

The course is mainly practical in nature though there is a knowledge and understanding 

written paper accounting for 30% of the overall award. This draws on the knowledge gained 

through practical learning throughout the course.  

 

Through this, they develop skills, knowledge and understanding of: 

• Correct use and care of woodworking tools, both hand and machine; 

• Health & safety and housekeeping in the workshop environment; 

• Problem solving through application of practical skills; 

• Accurate working practices; 

• Sustainability and environmental considerations. 

 
Future Study within this subject 

• National 5 Design & Manufacture. 

• Further study at College 

• Employment/ apprenticeship. 
 
Possible Careers within this subject 
The Practical Woodworking course leads into numerous careers such as furniture 
manufacture and repair, carpentry, construction, product design, machine setting and 
operation and floor fitting. 
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PRINCE’S TRUST ACHIEVE PROGRAMME 
 
 
Prince’s Trust XL club within CCHS provides a personal development programme for our 
students.  The club helps to support the students in developing the skills and confidence 
needed to progress into a positive future. 
 
The XL programme promotes a flexible approach, using relevant, experiential learning to 
support our students to achieve a range of personal and employability skills and gain 
qualifications. 
 
The students work together as a group on practical learning projects, which are designed to 
boost their confidence, improve self-esteem and attainment.  These skills and personal 
qualities can support the students to achieve more, both at school, and in the future. 
 
XL gives the students the following opportunities: 
 

• Develop their own personal growth and engagement in, and through, learning. 

• Engage in learning that is relevant to them and support their development of personal 
skills and attributes that are essential for working life and employment. 

• Prepare themselves for progression into further education programmes, modern 
apprenticeships and other work based learning. 

• Develop their English and Mathematics skills. 
 
Some of the planned activities to support the students’ learning are: 
 
Fundraising activities for chosen charities. 
Enterprise Activities. 
Career Planning. 
Community based projects. 
Teamwork. 
 
Students can gain the John Muir Award whilst undertaking the xl programme and a 
Certificate in Personal Development and Employability Skills at SCQF Level 4. 
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INTEGRATED SUPPORT TEAM  
 

PERSONAL & SOCIAL EDUCATION 
 
Course Content 
 
The PSE programme aims to assist each pupil to develop and reach their full potential within 
the context of the school and the community in which he/she lives.  Throughout S3 pupils 
will continue to study PSE for one period per week.  In S3, topics covered will include: 

• Health 

• Disability 

• Race 

• Sexual Health and Relationships 

• Study Skills 

• Careers 

• Drugs Education 

• Personal Achievement 
 
All of these topics are focussed on the Health and Wellbeing experiences and outcomes of 
Curriculum for Excellence. 
 
During S3 pupils will be working in a variety of ways and on a range of key topics.  The work 
of the S3 PSE lessons builds upon the foundations laid in the S1 and S2 courses, stretching 
our S3 pupils and allowing them to expand their knowledge via various teaching 
methodologies and approaches.  Pupils will begin by refocusing on the importance of 
effective teamwork and then will be guided through a programme of lessons designed to 
stimulate thought on a range of social issues, including the topics outlined above.  Pupils are 
encouraged to work independently, in pairs and in groups, reflecting on their own strengths 
and talents before being supported in setting targets for improvement.   
 
Furthermore, the S3 PSE course moves pupils closer to being ready for their experiences in 
S4, particularly focusing on study skills and exam preparation, as well as work experience.  
Additionally, pupils are encouraged to celebrate and reflect on their achievements via time 
spent creating their S3 Pupil Profiles, which will capture their achievements both in and out 
of school, reflect their plans for the future and record their strengths and skills; these will 
also be sent home for parents/guardians to examine with the S3 report in May. 
 
Possible Careers within this subject area: 

• Social Work 

• Teacher – Primary or Secondary 

• Sports Coach 

• Counsellor 
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SUPPORT FOR LEARNING 
 
As with S1 and S2, the SfL team will continue to support in the manner agreed at Young 

Person’s Planning meetings and at coursing discussions. In situations where targeted support 

is required, pupils may be permitted to take a reduced number of subjects and attend the 

SfL/Nurture Base instead, where time can be used to access technology, consolidate learning 

through self study, have “time out” to de-stress and self regulate, get help to communicate 

with class teachers and have time to do homework with support.  

 

There is some in-class support but this is often reduced in comparison to S1 & 2 as pupils 

have chosen their subjects and have reduced numbers of subjects. The  curricular demands 

may increase but pupils are often able to cope more and find that having fewer subjects and 

seeing far fewer teachers across the week, is a great help. All teachers have the same access to 

the information and strategies of support that is provided and staff still use the CIRCLE 

document to ensure pupils’ additional support needs continue to be met.  

 

Towards S4 ssessment arrangements are provided through consultation with class teachers for 

pupils who would otherwise have a significant barrier to accessing the SQA examinations and 

formal assessments. Evidence is built up by SfL with regards to the additional support and we 

can advise what assessment arrangements may support young people but it is class teachers 

who must provide the evidence from within their subject to prove the arrangement is required 

and appropriate. Often different arrangements apply in different subjects due to the different 

content in assessments.  

 

Support for Learning continues to work with outside agencies and other professionals and can 

help pupils to provide bespoke pathways to suit individual needs: volunteering positions, 

school college partnership courses and reduced timetables. Occasionally there are still 

referrals to outside agencies such as CAMHS, occupational therapists, speech and language 

therapists, dyslexia assessments etc. in the senior phase, but these are less frequent in this age 

group. 

 

Lunch club and the general welcoming, open door policy continues all the way through to S6.   

 

There are short courses that we run throughout the year: further information can be requested 

by contacting amanda.barton@currie.edin.sch.uk 

 

 


